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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  very  favourable  reception  which 
*'  The  Elements  of  General  Knowledge" 
have  met  with,  has  enGouraged  the  Author  to  intro- 
duce another  Work  to  public  notice,  defigned  more 
particularly  for  the  fervice  of  the  Ladies. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  following  narrative  he  has  en- 
deavoiu'ed  to  inftru6l  his  Readers  by  the  importance, 
and  to  amufe  them  by  the  variety  of  his  fubjefts ;  with 
this  view  he  has  united  Converfations  and  Letters 
with  Sketches  of  original  Charafters,  curious  Ad- 
ventures, and  Descriptions  of  intereftipg  Places, 

To  point  fevere  and  indifcriminate  cenfures  againft 
the  times  in  which  we  live,  is  perhaps  rather  the 

part 
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part  of  an  ill-natured  fatyrift  than  of  a  candid  ob* 
ferver  of  mankind ;  for  every  age^  like  every  indi- 
vidual^ is  marked  by  chara6leriftic  virtues  and  de- 
fe6i:s.  But  we  cannot;,  it  is  prefiuiied,  take  a  view 
of  the  prefcnt  Hate  of  fociety_,  without  obferving 
that  too  many  young  perfon?  of  both  fexes  are  dif- 
pofed  to  look  upon  the  rellraints  of  parental  autho- 
rity as  an  intolerable  check  to  the  freedom  of  their 
ia6Hons  ;  to  relV  their  cldinis  to  diftinJSlidn  and  praife 
too  much  upon  trifling  accomplifliirieriis ;  and  to 
think  that  conftaiit  appearance  in  public^  and  a  cori- 

linual  round  of  amufements  are  erfential  to  tbeir  well- 

..,•.;  'i  %^*  tq:  -l.  'r.Ar.i^z 
benig. 

If  fuch  be,  in  any  refpeSt,  a  true  defcriptlon  of 
the  fentiments  and  tlie  manners  of  tlie  young,  tfiat 
writer  cannot  be  fairly  cenfured*as  aiming  at  an  un- 
worthy, or  a  trivial  obje6l, — as  mifemploying  Tns 
time,  or  degrading  his  talents,  who  endeavours  to 
correft  fuch  dlfpofitions  by  difplaying  the  advantages, 
and  defcribing  the  pleafures  that  refult  from  the  per- 
fevering  cultivation  of  filial  love,  froni  the  .•tcquire- 
9  '  mciit 
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ment  of  elegant  and  ufeful  knowledge,  and  from  the 
exercife  of  fucli  virtues  as  arc  calculated  to  fhed 
luftre  upon  the  wulks  of  domeftic  and  private  life. 

Tlie  Author  of  this  Work,  during  many  years, 
has  been  attempting  to  find  the  road  that  leads  to 
Happiness,  and  he  leaves  the  candid  and  the  ju- 
dicious to  determine  how  far  the  methods  he  recom- 
mends are  likely  to  afiift  his  young  Readers  in 
making  this  moft  important^  and  moft  defirable  of 
all  difcoveries. 


EMILY. 


CHAP.  I. 


How  could  my  tongue 

Take  plcafuve  to  be  lavilh  in  thy  piaife! 
How  could  I  fpcak  thy  noblenefs  of  nature, 
Thy  open,  manly  heart,  thy  courage,  conftancy,  * 


And  inborn  truth  unknowing  to  diflemble ! 


ROWE. 


C/OLONEL  LoRTON  was  delcendcd  from 
one  of  the  moil  antient  and  refpe^table  fami- 
lies in  the  north  of  England.  He  had  en- 
joyed the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education, 
and  paiTed  fome  time  at  the  Univerfity ;  but 
as  he  was  of  an  active  and  enterprizing  tem- 
per, his  father  purchafed  a  commiffion  for 
him  in  the  army,  and  he  ferved  for  fome 
time,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Naturally 
of  a  quick  and  inquifitive  difpofition,  he  im- 
proved every  opportunity  of  feeing  the  world; 
VOL.  I.  B  and 
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and  as  he  belonged  to  a  regiment,,  in  whicb 
the  ofiicers  were  intelligent  and  well-edu- 
cated, he  made  it  his  ftudy  to  keep  pace 
with  them  upon  all  fubj(X^s  of  ufeful  informa- 
tion, lie  was  ftationed,  for  fome  time,  with 
his  regiment  at  Gibraltar,  during  the  me- 
morable and  long  fiege  by  the  Spaniards, 
when  that  impregnable  garrifon  was  com- 
manded by  Governor  Elliot,  afterwards  raifecl 
to  a  peerage  by  the  title  of  Lord  Heath- 
tield.  In  the  fortie  made  by  the  Britillt 
troops  upon  the  Spaniih  camp,  Colonel  Lor- 
ton  received  a  wound,  not  fo  fevere  as  ano- 
ther in  his  face,  given  him  at  Naples,  \rher€ 
lie  faved  the  life  of  a  ftranger  from  tlie 
aifault  of  affaffms. 

This  fecond  wound  compelled  him  to  quit 
'his  profefilion,  and  try  the  beneficial  effeO:  of 
'his  native  climate.  Still  in  the  prime  of  life, 
"he  retired  to  his  paternal  eftate  in  Cumber- 
land, arid  Shortly  after  married  a  lady  of  a 
.  good  family,  who  had  from  his  earliclt  youth 
'been  the  obJe6l  of  his  ardent  affection.  She 
bad -very  precarious  health,  and  after  mak- 
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iiig  him  happy  by  the  birth  of  a  daughter, 
whose  name  was  Emily,  fell  a  prey  to  a  lin- 
gering illness. 

The  place  of  Colonel  Lorton's  refidence  was 
at  a  Ihort  diftance  from  Kefwick  in  Cumber- 
land. This  county  is  well  known  to  abound  in 
the  romantic  beauties  of  lofty  mountains,  pic- 
turefqile  rocks,  gleaming  lakes,  rapid  rivers, 
and  fertile  vallies.  It  prefents  various 
clianges  of  landfcape,  as  often  as  the  tra- 
veller purfues  the  common  roads,  or  ftrikes 
into  the  devious  tracks  ;  and  there  are  few 
parts  of  Europe  which  difplay  fo  many  fub^ 
lime  and  beautiful  fcenes,  within  the  fame 
extent  of  ground. 

The  views  indeed  prefented  amid  the  Lakes 
in  the  north  of  England  are  wild  as  nature 
can  produce,  and  various  as  imagination  can 
form.  The  endlefs  combinations  of  wood 
and  water,  mountain,  and  valley,  if  beheld 
at  the  proper  feafon  of  the  year,  wdien  the 
fun  difFufes  the  ftrength  and  beauty  of  his 
magic  influence ;  the  gleams  of  light  fpread 
over  the  bold  rocks,  or  illuminating  the  ex- 
B  2 
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panlive  lakes,  the  mountains  half  concealed 
in  the  clouds,  or  thrown  into  dark  Ihadow, 
during  the  folrtude  and  ftillnefs  that  reign 
around  at  noon-day  as  deep  as  at  midnight — 
thefe  obje6ls  give  the  eyes  fuch  entertain- 
ment, and  awaken  in  the  mind  fuch  de- 
lightful enthufiafm,  as  thofe  who  live  on 
plains,  or  are  confined  to  cities,  are  not  in  a 
fituation  to  experience,  and  cannot  fully 
conceive. 

Lorton  houfe,  an  old  but  convenient  man- 
fion,  was  beautifully  fituated :  in  its  front  was 
an  extenfive  and  verdant  lawn,  interfperfed 
with  clumps  of  flowering  fhrubs,  and  where 
mountain  aflies,  planes,  birch,  fir,  and  other 
trees  difpofed  w  ith  great  tafte,  fiourilhed  in  a 
foil  well  known  to  be  highly  favourable  to 
their  rapid  and  luxuriant  growth. 

The  houfe  w^as  fheltered  from  the  north 
by  a  hill  covered  w  ith  a  floping  w^ood,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  lawn  flowed  a  meandering 
river,  for  fome  diftance  foaming  and  rapid, 
in  other  parts  gliding  in  a  clear  and  tranquil 
ftream.  On  the  oppofite  hill  ftood  the  vil- 
lage 
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lagc  church,  and  not  far  cliftant  the  parfonage 
houfe,  partly  concealed  by  tall  fycamores  ; 
around  this  eminence  were  numerous  fmall 
incloilires,  chiefly  of  pafture  divided  by  wav- 
ing lines  of  hedge  rows ;  a  few  cottages 
checkered  the  profpe6t,  which  was  termi- 
nated by  a  bending  chain  of  mountains,  and 
among  them,  far  pre-eminent  rofe  the  ma- 
jeftic  Skidd  aw. 

The  diftancc  at  which  many  of  theie 
mountains  were  placed,  made  them  feem 
fmaller  than  they  really  were ;  in  fummer  they 
appeared  of  an  aerial  azure  colour;  in  that  fea- 
fon  of  the  year  the  pro fpe6:  from  Lorton  houfe 
was  pi6turefque  in  the  higheft  degree,  particu- 
larly when  the  fun  brightened  the  landfcape 
with  a  foft  and  golden  light,  and  its  rays 
ftreamed  between  the  openings  of  the  moun- 
tains upon  the  verdant  and  flowery  vale. 


CHAP.  II. 


—    •-■  .  ■■  ■  As  the  vernal  fiow*r 

Cut  by  the  plough-fliarc  hangs  its  head,  aiii]  dies, 

Amelia  finks  in  fading  beauty's  prime, 

And  virtue's  bloflbm  ;  whom  th'  Almighty  laves, 

He  calls  with  early  mandate  to  himfelf.  A. 


Mrs.  Lorton  was  a  lady  of  a  good  ik- 
mily ;  fhe  had  been  well  educated,  and  feer 
mind  took  a  religious  turn;  but  her  piety 
was  neither  anitere,  gloomy,  nor  enthufraftic  : 
it  was  of  an  unaffe6led  and  moft  amiable 
cafi,  and  was  far  from  fouring  her  temper, 
or  depreffing  her  fpirits,  although  it  occa- 
iionally  checked  a  little  of  her  natural  viva- 
city. The  genuine  precepts  of  the  gofpel 
accorded  with  the  feelings  of  her  tender  and 
benevolent  heart ;  her  religion  was  vital  and 
practical ;  its  fphere  of  a6tion  was  her  own 
houfe,  and  her  own  village,   or  wherever  the 

helplefs 
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helplels  infant,  the  decrepid  labourer,  the  de~ 
lerted  orphan,  or  the  forlorn  widow  required 
her  ready  aififtance. 

Her  goodnefs  was  active  without  oftenta^. 
tioA,  and  unnoticed  by  the  voice  of  fame, 
was  perceived  only  in  its  falutary  effeds. 
Thus  does  the  ftream  of  the  valley  purfue  its 
filent  courfe,  and  imparts  it  limpid  and  re- 
frelliing  waters  to  the  thirfty  Ihepherds  and 
their  flocks. 

At  the  village  church,  where  Mv&.  Lorton 
was  a  coaftant  attendant,  as  long  as  her 
health  permitted  her  to  appear  there,  her  un- 
affe6bed  and  fervent  devotion  gave  a  perfua-. 
five  example  to  her  own  houfehold,  and  to 
the  whole  pariih.  This  publick  exercife  of 
piety  on  a  Sunday  ^^'as  a  certain  prelude  to 
the  difcharge  of  her  more  active  duties  on 
the  other  days  of  the  week,  and  her  general 
conduct  was  a  full  difplay  of  chriftian  excel, 
lence.  Her  example  was  not  difrcgarded  by 
any  one,  and  leaft  of  all  was  its  eft'ect  loft  on 
Colonel  Lorton,  who  well  knowing  the  fm- 
cerity  of  her  difpofition,  and  the  ftrength  of 

her 
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her  underftanding,  which  always  ^ave  a  ri^ht 
dh'e6fcion  to  her  condii6t,  loved  her  the 
more  for  her  ferious  turn  of  mind,  and  was 
the  more  ftrongly  inclined  to  tread  the  path 
of  religion,  from  having  a  perfon  fo  ineitima- 
bly  dear  to  him  his  zealous  aflbciate  in  the 
performance  of  its  commands. 

But  their  happinefs  increaled  by  fuch  pure 
and  exalted  caufes  was  too  great  to  be  laft- 
ing.  The  health  of  Mrs.  Lorton,  as  has 
been  before  obferved,  began  to  fail ;  a  neg- 
Me6led  cold  brought  on  a  continued  fever, 
which  terminated  in  a  rapid  decline.  The 
aid  of  phyficians  and  change  of  air  to  a 
milder  part  of  the  kingdom  were  tried  in 
vain  :  the  waters  of  Briftol  Wells  raifed  her 
hopes  of  recovery,  but  afforded  no  efte6lual 
relief.  On  her  return  to  Lorton  houfe,  the 
forrowful  looks  of  her  family  too  plainly 
betrayed  their  opinion,  that  the  patient  fuf- 
ferer  was  far  worfe  than  when  ihc  left  them, 
and  her  own  increafcd  weaknefs  convinced 
her,  that  ilie  had  revifited  her  beloved  home, 
only  to  bid  a  laft  farewell  to  its  formerly  de- 

^      lightful 
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lightful  Icenes. .  The  time  was  now  arrived, 
\A'lien  fhe  wiihed  more  than  ever  to  fpeak  her 
mind  at  large  upon  a  fubjc^t  molt  dear  to 
her  heart,  and  ilie  thought  herfelf  happy  al- 
moft  beyond  expreffion,  that  a  fufpeniion  of 
pain  gave  her  power  to  converfe  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  : 

*^  The  indiipofition,"  laid  Mrs.  Lorton  to 
the  Colonel,  "  that  has  fo  long  afflifed  me, 
gains  Itrength  every  hour;  alas,  I  fear,  my 
Itay  in  this  world  will  be  very  liiort." 

"  Take  comfort,"  faid  the  Colonel,  ten- 
derly embracing  her. 

*'  For  voLu-  lake  I  wifh  to  live,"  conti- 
nued  i\lrs.  Lorton,  with  greater  emotion^  and 
increafed  difficulty  of  utterance :  "  and  for 
the  fake  of  that  dear  child  now  playing  in 
tlie  room,  unconfcious  of  her  mother's  feeble 
ftate ;  but  not  on  my  own  account,  for  in 
fuch  an  illnefs  as  mine,  extended  life  will 
only  be  extended  mifery;  my  feelings  too 
plainly  tell  me  what  will  foon  happen — the 
Father  of  mercies  will  ihortly  take  me   to 

himfelf. 
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hiinfeif.  I  pray  that  you  may  have  the  cori- 
folations  of  his  grace,  to  enable  jou  to  bear 
owr  reparation  !" 

Here  Ihe  paufed,  being  exhaufted  by  the 
great  exertion  fhe  had  made  to  fpeak ;  and 
after  a  ihort  interval  of  filence,  interrupted 
by  the  fighs  of  the  Colonel,  and  his  fifter, 
Mrs.  Lorton  rifmg  fuperior  to  her  own  fuffer- 
ings,  and  living  as  ilie  had  always  done  for 
the  good  of  others,  thus  in  a  more  feeble 
tone  proceeded : — 

"  To  clofe  my  eyes  on  the  light  of  the  fun, 
to  behold  no  more  the  fweet  profpe6ls  that 
formerly  gave  me  fuch  delight;  to  be  fepa- 
rated  from  my  huiband,  my  child,  and  my 
iifter,  is  affli6tion  inexpreffible ;  but  although 
it  is  the  will  of  the  Almighty  that  I  muft 
fliortly  leave  you,  I  am  perfuaded  we  lliall 
meet  again  in  heaven,  to  part  no  more.  To 
your  efpecial  care  I  commend  Emily,  the 
darling,  the  fole  pledge  of  our  love.  It  is 
my  ardent,  my  anxious  wiili,  that  you  and 
her  aunt  fliould  undertake  the  charge  of  her 

education. 
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<ducation.  Let  it  be  your  delight,  as  it 
would  have  been  mine,  to  exercifc  a  corn 
ftant  care  over  her ;  to  check  every  difiMfi-* 
titm  to  anger,  vanity,  piide,  aaid  ill-natiiTe ; 
teach  her  to  love  truifch,  and  to  hate  falibood 
and  deceit ;  educate  her  not  mcrdy  as  a  be^ 
ing  born  to  exift  for  a  few  fhort  years  in  this 
vain  world,  but  as  one  whofe  greateft  and 
beft  intereft,  even  that  of  her  precious  and 
immortal  foul  is  placed  beyond  the  grave." 

She  ceafed,  unable  to  fay  more ;  for  her 
Ihort  interval  of  cafe  was  like  the  lively  but 
fleeting  gleam  of  an  expiring  taper.  The 
flufli  of  fever  glowing  upon  her  face  as  fhe 
w^as  fpeaking,  gradually  faded  away,  Ihe 
turned  pale,  and  clofed  her  languid  eyes ;  and 
while  the  Colonel  and  his  fifter  hung  over 
her  in  filent  anguiili,  fhe  funk  down  feeble 
and  oppreffed  by  the  fleep  of  death. 

The  Colonel  ftood  liftening  as  if  he  ftill 
heard  that  voice,  which  had  for  fo  many 
years  been  the  voice  of  his  comfort,  peace, 
and  joy.     Tears  of  agony  ftarted  from  his 

eyes, 
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eyes,  as  he  retired  from  the  chamber,  leading 
out  his  child  and  fifter ;  his  grief  was  filent 
and  deep,  he  treafured  every  word  of  his  de- 
parted wife  in  his  memory,  and  how  far  he 
complied  with  the  tenour  of  her  laft  requeft> 
the  following  narrative  will  prove. 


CHAP.  III. 


Delightful  talk  to  rear  the  tender  thought, 
To  teach  the  young  i(h^a  liow  to  llioot, 
To  pour  the  frefli  inlh'udion  o'er  the  mind, 
To  breathe  th'  euiivcning  fpirit,  and  to  fix 
The  generous  purpofc  in  the  glowing  bread. 

Thomson's  Sprino. 


1  HE  paternal  eftate  of  Colonel  Lorton  con- 
fifted  of  a  confiderablc  portion  of  land,  chiefly- 
extending  along  the  borders  of  Kefwick 
Lake.  The  beauties  of  the  country,  as 
well  as  his  fondnefs  for  agricultural  purfuits, 
were  no  finall  inducements  to  him  to  fettle 
there.  He  had  found  the  dwelling  houfe  and 
other  buildings  in  fo  ruinous  a  condition, 
when  he  lirft  liicceeded  to  the  property,  and 
the  land  required  fo  much  expenfe  for  drain- 
ing, and  bringing  it  into  proper  cultivation, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  borrow  a  confiderable 

fum 
i) 
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fum  of  money  from  Mrs.  Willbn,  a  diftant  re- 
lation to  ]\lrs.  Lorton.  He  had  lived  fo 
much  in  the  buftle  of  the  world,  that  retire- 
ment furnilhed  him  with  the  moft  gratifying 
fources  of  enjoyment ;  with  his  fequeftered 
refidence  he  affociated  the  painfully  pleafmg 
remembrance  of  his  departed  wife,  and  here 
he  thouglit  he  could  beft  attend  to  a  con- 
cern, noxo  the  only  one  dear  to  his  heart — 
the  education  of  Emily  his  only  child,  his 
beloved  daughter. 

To  this  object  he  devoted  a  large  portion 
of  his  time,  and  the  beft  efforts  of  his  dili- 
gence and  care.  Whatever  his  own  obfer- 
Vations  and  experience  did  not  afford,  he  v/as 
refolved  to  fupply  by  all  the  aids  that  able 
initruClors,  friends,  and  books  could  give. 
He  had  never  wholly  laid  afide  his  clafiical 
ftudies,  and  he  was  a  proficient  in  the  beft 
modern  languages,  and  thus  he  was  qualified 
to  examine  eveiy  author  likely  to  alTiil  him 
for  the  execution  of  his  pleafmg  but  arduous 
talk. 

He 
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He  thought  that  RouiTcau's  plan  of  edu- 
cation, founded  as  it  is  upon  no  good  prin- 
ciple,^ can  be  conducive  to  no  good  end.  It 
iliows  great  ignorance  of  human  nature,  be- 
caufe  it  is  evident  if  a  child  is  left  to  tlie  un- 
reftrained  cxercife  of  its  own  caprice  and 
paffions,  it  is  likely  to  be  more  wild  and  mis- 
chievous than  any  other  young  animal.  Co- 
lonel Lorton  reje6i:ing  without  hcfitation  all 
fuch  fanciful  fchemes  of  education,  confidered 
moral  difcipline  as  eifentially  conducive  to 
the  right  conduct  of  the  human  mind,  and  he 
Vvas  firmly  pcrluaded  that  this  moral  difci- 
pline ought  to  be  enforced  by  all  the  power- 
ful and  fdlutary  aids  which  (^hriftianity  can 
fupply ;  he  therefore  began  at  a  very  early 
period  of  her  life  to  inftil  into  the  tender 
mind  of  his  daughter  the  important  truths  of 
revelation. 

Equally  in  compliance  with  Mrs.  Lorton's 
laft  requeft,  and  from  his  own  conviction  of 
its  reafonablenefs,  he  was  determined  to- 
make  the  education  of  his  daughter  domefilCf 
for  as  girls  a;re  defigned  by  nature  for  retired 

life, 
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Hie,  and  boys  for  public  fituations  in\lic 
world,  he  thought  their  early  habits  and  in- 
ftru8:ions  ought  to  be  adapted  to  tiieir  re- 
fpe6live  deftinations. 

He  derived  confiderable  affiftance  in  the 
execution  of  his  plans  from  his  filter  Mrs. 
Mapleton,  who  had  rcfided  with  him  for 
fome  time  before  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lorton. 
Mrs.  Mapleton's  temper  was  gentle,  and  her 
undeiftanding  excellent;  flie  loved  Emily, 
and  was  beloved  by  her ;  ihe  viewed  with 
delight  the  expanding  powers  of  her  niece's 
mind,  and  was  eager  to  contribute  all  llie 
could  towards  her  improvements. 

The  time  fet  apart  for  Emily's  inftru^tion 
was  divided  into  equal  portions,  during 
which  ihe  alternately  attended  her  aunt  and 
her  father.  The  former  tauglit  her  to  read, 
write,  ufe  her  needle,  and  play  on  the  forte 
piano ;  the  latter  gave  her  leiTons  in  gram- 
mar, arithmetic,  French,  geography,  and 
drawing.  The  whole  bufmefs  was  condu6led 
with  fpirit  and  cheerfulnefs ;  the  leflbns  were, 
rather  frequent  than  long,  fo  as  not  to  be 

fatiguing 


fatiguing  to  the  Scholar,  nor  interfering  with 
the  other  occupations  of  the  teachers. 

The  mind  of  Emily  was  iharpened  b}^  this 
quick  alternation  of  ftudy  and  repofe ;  and  as 
no  feverity  was  necelfary,  ftie  did  not  learn  to 
connect  the  idea  of  books  with  hardiliip,  but 
ran  to  them  with  as  much  pleafure,  as  to 
her  other  fources  of  amufement  and  paitime. 
Although  never  harfhly  reftrained,  ihe  was 
kept  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  control  and  de- 
pendence upon  the  will  of  her  father  and 
aunt :  whatever  indulgence  fhe  was  al- 
lowed  was  the  reward  of  her  good  behavi- 
our only,  not  a  conceflion  to  her  tears,  en  - 
treaties,  or  blandiihments :  no  fault  was 
fuffered  to  pafs  unnoticed,  and  ihe  was  fel- 
dom  praifed  in  her  own  hearing.  A  gentle 
and  a  fteady  curb  was  kept  upon  her  tem- 
per and  difpofition ;  and  Ihe  felt  the  happy 
effe6ls  of  this  mild  and  prudent  difcipline, 
throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  her  life. 
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For  fevcral  virtues 


Have  1  lik'd  fcveral  women,  never  any. 
With  fo  full  foul,  but  fome  defect  in  her, 
Did  quarrel  with  the  nobleft  grace  fhe  ow'd, 
And  put  it  to  the  foil.-      But  you,  O  you, 
So  perfcd  and  fo  pecrlcfs  are  created, 
Of  every  creature's  befl ! 

The  Tempest. 


Colonel  Lorton  procured  for  his  daiigliter 
a  companion  of  her  own  age,  whofc  name 
was  Fanny  Flowerdale,  the  yoimgeft  child  of 
a  virtuous  family  in  the  next  village.  Fanny 
was  a  girl  of  a  fweet  and  gentle  temper,  ajid 
Emily  foon  liked  her  fo  well,  that  far  from 
treating  her  with  unkindnefs  or  caprice,  and 
obliging  her  to  a6t  the  part  of  a  timid  and 

artfi'l 


artful  attehdant,  llie  conlidered  her  as  iii- 
trultcd  to  her  prote6tioiij  and  behaved  to 
her  rather  as  a  relative,  than  a  miftrcfs.  She 
(nideavoured  to  teach  Fanny  every  one  of  her 
own  leilons^  fo  that  as  foon  as  ilie  had  been 
initru^led  by  her  aunt  to  fpell  a  iiard  word,  or 
repeat  one  of  Watts's  hymns,  or  had  linilhed 
a  talk  of  writing  or  arithmetic,  ilie  was  always 
anxious  for  Fanny  to  attempt  to  do  the  fame. 
She  had  great  pleafure  in  acting  tlic  part  of 
the  governefs,  and  Fanny  thought  it  an  ho- 
nour to  be  her  fcholar.  Mrs.  Mapleton  en- 
couraged this  practice  of  her  niece,  as  fhe 
iaw  it  was  greatly  conducive  to  her  improve- 
ment, and  Ihortened  her  own  labour  of  in- 
ftru6tion ;  being  well  convinced  of  what  may 
appear  to  be  a  paradox,  that  it  is  an  excellent 
mctliod  of  unckrjhmding  an\)  thing  perfectltj, 
after  you  have  gained  a  proper  knoxi  ledge  of  its 
principles,  to  become  a  teacher  of  it  yourfclf. 

Fanny  Flower  dale,  fo  far  from  abufmg  the 

indulgence  lho\^ed  her  by  the  family,  con- 

fcious  of  her  humble  rank  in  life,  always  be- 

iiaved  as  a  dependant  upon  their   bounty, 

c  2  She 
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She  efcaped  much  of  the  jealoufy  likely  to 
be  attached  to  the  favourite  of  her  young 
miftrefs  by  the  fervants,  as  ilie  conducted 
herfelf  towards  them  all  in  an  obliging  and 
unairuming  manner. 

Improved  by  the  example  of  her  aunt,  aa 
well  as  by  her  inftru6lions,  Emily  derived 
from  her  the  moft  ufeful  habits  of  a6tivity 
and  diligence.  She  learned  to  be  a  great 
economift  of  her  time,  particularly  by  ac- 
quiring an  extraordinary  quicknefs  in  dreii- 
ing;  but  hqr  appearance  */as  always  neat 
and  pleaiing,  and  fnnplicity  was  the  charac- 
teriftic  of  her  attire.  Her  difpatch  in  dreii- 
ing  was  promoted  by  her  father's  impatience 
to  have  her  as  much  in  his  prefence  as  pofll- 
hle,  and  was  confirmed  into  a  conftant  prac-r 
tjce  by  her  folicitude  to  be  pun6tual  upon  all 
occafions.  Among  her  other  ufeful  acquire- 
ments Die  excelled  in  all  kinds  of  needlework. 
She  occafionally  fuperintended  the  domeftic 
concerns  of  the  family,  perfectly  learned  from 
her  aunt  what  the  duty  of  the  fervants  w^as, 
and  commended  and  valued  ihem,  not  merely 
8  .    .  for 
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for  their  attention  to  herfelf,  but  becaufe  they 
werd  honeft,  faithful,  and  diligent. 

Her  relaxations  from  ftudy  confifted  in 
little  excurfions  with  her  father  or  her  aunt 
into  the  neignbouring  villages.  Often  in 
purfuit  of  Fanny,  with  her  cheeks  glowing 
with  exercjfe,  and  her  heart  bounding  with 
joy,  flie  ran  round  the  lawn  with  the  fpeed 
of  an  Atalanta.  In  the  winter  Ihe  fed  the 
red-breafts  that  every  morning  flew  to  her 
window ;  in  the  fpring  ihe  watched  the  firft 
opening  of  the  fnow-drop,  crocus,  and  prin> 
rofe,  and  enjoyed  the  fongs  of  the  various 
birds  that  frequented  the  plantations.  She 
was  furprized  that  the  boys  of  the  village 
could  be  fo  cruel  as  to  rob  the  fweet  warblers 
of  their  eggs,  aad  even  of  their  young. 

A  neft  of  young  linnets  was  given  to  her ; 
flie  placed  them  in  a  cage,  and  fed  them 
every  day  with  the  greateft  care,  till  they 
were  fufiiciently  grown  to  fly :  flie  then  con- 
(lilted  with  Fanny  what  ihould  be  done  with 
them,  Fanny  wiflied  them  to  be  kept  pri- 
jbners,    for   thp    pleafure   of    continuing  to 

fee4 


22  EMILY. 

feed  th^m,  and  hear  them  fing  in  the  cage. 
Emily  urged,  that  it  was  cruel  to  confine 
them,  as  they  would  be  much  happier  in 
their  native  fields.     When  her  father  told 
her  fhe  might  difpofe  of  them  as  Ihe  pleafed, 
ilie  inftantly  ran  with  the  cage  into  the  gar- 
den, and  opened  the  door.     It  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  defcribe  her  joy,  and  how  much  Ihe 
laughed  and  danced  with  delight,  when  ihe 
faw   all  the  young  linnets  wing  their  way 
over  the  lawn,  and  efcape  to  the  woods. 
When  Emily  had  reached  her  feventeenth 
T?  year,  Ihe  began  to  accompany  her  father  in 
his  vifits  to  the  neighbouring  families,   and 
difplaying  at  this  interefting  feafon  of  life  the 
bloom  of  her  charms,  flie  became  an  obje6l 
of  regard  and  Ipve  wherever  flie  went.     In 
ftature  fhe  was  rather  above  the  middle  fize, 
her  features  were  delicate  and  regular,  her 
fine  and  full  auburn  locks  fhaded  her  face, 
her  complexion  was  fair,    her  cheeks  were 
tinged  with  the  rofes  of  health,  and  her  dark 
bright  eyes  beamed  with  foft  and  benignant 
luftre. 

No 
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No  one  who  is  fufceptible  of  the  enjoy- 
ment of  fvveet  founds  can  be  indifferent  to 
the  voice  of  female  youth  and  limplicity. 
The  voice  of  Emily  was  melodious  and  foft; 
her  manner  of  fpeaking  was  fometimes  fo 
plaintive  and  tender  as  to  border  upon  me- 
lancholy, particularly  \\  hen  ihe  talked  carn- 
eftly  upon  any  fubjeft :  her  tone  was  capa- 
ble of  thofe  tine  modulations,  which  under 
the  dire6lion  of  a  (kilful  maftor  would  have 
rendered  her  an  accomplilhed  linger. 

The  mind  of  Emily  was  no  lefs  bountifully 
gifted  by  nature  than  her  perfon :  her  me- 
mory was  retentive,  and  her  lively  imagina*' 
tion  was  regulated  by  an  accurate  judgme*ntf 
ihe  had  an  eager  defire  for  every  kind  of 
ufeful  knowledge,  and  her  curiofity  was  al- 
ways directed  to  proper  objects  of  inquiry. 
In  mixed  parties  ihe  talked  little;  ^ler  re- 
marks were  iliort  and  pertinent,  and  often 
fliowed  a  degree  of  propriety  beyond  hei 
years.  Her  temper  was  fweet  and  inge- 
nuous, file  admired  in  others  the  franknefs 
which  marked  her  own  difpofition ;  her  gi'eatf 

diffi- 
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diffidence  induced  her  to  tliihk  humbty  of 
lierfelf,  and  highly  of  others  :  ihe  attributed 
every  attention  paid  to  her  to  the  indulgence 
of  her  friends,  and  never  to  her  own  merit. 

Gentle  as  the  dove  was  Emily,  and  {q 
eafily  affe6led  that  a  harlli  word  failed  not  to 
bedew  her  eyes  with  tears.  If  the  malevo- 
lent ever  made  any  remarks  upon  her,  for 
the  flies  will  fometimes  fix  upon  the  faireft 
fruits,  they  muft  have  been  wholly  unmerited, 
a»  it  was  lier  conftant  endeavour  to  give 
pleafure,  and  communicate  kindn^fs  by  every 
word  and  afition  of  her  life :  her  heart  was  as 
enlarged  as  it  was  warm  and  fnicere;  fhe 
wiQied  to  fhare  the  forrows,  and  inereafe  the 
happinefs  of  all  within  the  circle  of  her  (o^ 
ciety,  and  her  benevolence  was  extended  tq 
every  creature. 

Atfability  and  fweetnefs  flione  in  her  eyes, 
and  gave  the  livelieft  animation  to  her  face : 
when  her  looks  were  grave  and  ferious,  ilie 
commanded  that  attention  from  her  admirers 
which  might  occafionally  wander  to  other 
t)bje6ts,  but  itwa^  knpoflible  not  to  have  that 

attention 
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attention  fixed  exclufively  upon  heifelf,  by  the 
fafcination  of  her  fmiles. 

Such  beauty,  much  as  it  may  be  heightened 
by  vivacity,  cannot  be  complete  without  fen- 
timent :  to  fee  it  then  exerting  all  its  power, 
we  muft  have  beheld  Emily  bending  in  pa- 
tient fufFerance  under  pain,  fympathifmg  in 
the  generous  folicitudes  of  friendiliip,  or 
warmed  with  the  foft  tranfports  of  filial 
affection. 

Unhappily  for  her,  many  of  the  occur- 
rences of  her  future  life  gave  too  much  fcope 
for  the  trial  of  her  fonfibility ! 

The  power  of  affedion  is  the  greateft  when 
it  has  few  objects  to  fix  upon ;  it  is  then  like 
the  rays  of  the  fun  brought  to  a  focus,  the 
ftronger  for  being  concentered.  Emily  was 
fond  of  her  aunt  and  her  companion,  but 
file  loved  lier  father  with  a  kind  of  enthu- 
fiafm.  As  file  grew  up  to  the  age  of  refle6;ionj 
Ihe  faw  ihe  owed  every  thing  to  his  kind- 
nefs — her  fubfiftence,  many  of  her  inftruc- 
tions,  and  even  many  of  her  amufements. 
As  often  as  he  embraced  her  with  a  warm 

exclamation, 
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exclamation,  *^  How  exactly  you  refemble 
your  mother !"  there  was  a  confli6i;  between 
grief  and  joy  depi6lured  in  his  countenance — 
grief  for  the  lofs  of  an  invaluable  wife,  and 
joy,  that  the  child  ihc  had  bequeathed  to  his 
efpecial  care  was  the  image  no  lefs  of  her 
fweetnefs  of  difpofition,  than  of  the  beauty  of 
her  perfon. 

To  teacli  Emily  to  fpeak  and  write  her 
owTi  language  correftly  and  elegantly^ — to 
form  proper  and  editying  notions  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion  and  its  divine  Author, 
and  to  fix  her  mind  upon  the  beautiful  and 
fublime  works  of  creation,  were  the  leading 
topics  of  her  father  s  inftructions.  They  be- 
came at  various  times  the  fubje61;s  of  the 
following  Converfations. 


CHAP. 
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THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  A  KNOWLEDGE  OF 
ENGLISH  GRAMMAR, 


CONVERSATION  1. 

After  Emlly  had  carefully  gone  through 
the  moft  iuiportant  parts  of  Lindley  Mm-ray's 
EngUJIi  Grammar,  and  tranfcribed  many  of 
its  rules,  her  father  had  the  following  con- 
verfation  with  her  upon  the  fubje6l;. 

Emily.  As  you  are  fo  kind  as  to  teach  me 
Grammar,  I  hope  you  will  tell  me  the  ufe 
of  it. 

Colonel  Lorton.  The  knowledge  of  Gram- 
mar  will  enable  you  to  fpeak  and  write  in  a 
proper  manner.  This  knowdedge  marks  the 
diftinclion  between  the  well  informed  and  the 
illiterate,  and  is  the  certain  proof  of  a  polite 
education. 

Emily, 
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Emily.    What  is  the  meaning  of  Ortlic^ 
grophij,  the  firll.part  of  Grammar? 

Colonel  Lorton.  It  is  the  method  of  fpell- 
ing  with  corre8;ncrs.  Faults  in  fpelling  are 
deemed  inexcufable  in  perfons  who  have  had 
a  good  education.  Accuracy  in  this  refpect, 
it  is  true,  will  not  entitle  you  to  praife,  but 
it  will  fecure  you  from  blame.  Faults  may 
be  avoided  by  confulting  a  fpelling  dictionary, 
and  you  had  much  better  take  the  trouble  of 
tuminor  over  a  few  leaves  to  find  a  word,  than 
expofe  yourlelf  to  the  cenfure  or  tlie  ridicule  of 
your  correfpondents.  The  dictionary  of  Dr, 
Johnlbn  is  the  bcft  in  our  language.  You  have 
the  o6lavo  edition,  which  is  an  abridgment  of 
the  original  work,  and  is  very  convenient  for 
a  lady's  ufe.  You  will  find  it  of  great  fervice 
in  the  definitions,  tiiat  is,  in  explaining  the 
meaninor  of  words. 

Emilij.    Does  Dr.  Johnfon  always  follow 
the  fame  rule  in  fpelling  ? 

Colonel  Lorton.    He   fpelled  many  words 

riginally  derived  from  Latin  like  the  French 

becaufe  it  was  his  opinion,  that  we  took  them 

from 
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from  th6  latter  language ;  for  example,  he 
wrote  fovour  and  hononry  and  yet  he  always 
fpelled  author  without  an  u.  He  wrote  171- 
quire  not  e//quh*e,  and  yet  he  recommends 
(;wtire  from  tlie  French  entier,  inftead  of  iwtire 
from  the  I^tin  word  integer.  The  prefent 
mode  of  fpelling  requires,  us  to  omit  the  u  m 
alt  words  6i  more  than  two  fyllables,  as  in 
ambafiador,  governor,  prote6lor,  &c. 

E.  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  fpell  words  thatt 
are  fometimes  ended  with  k,  and  •fonietimes 
without  it. 

C.  Dr.  Johnfon  preferves,  I  believe  al- 
ways, the  mode  of  ending  fuch  words  as 
mufic,  critic,  ruftic,  and  profaic,  with  a  k. 
One  who  doubts  of  every  thing  muft  furely 
be  a  very  ftrange  being ;  and  how  unpleafmg 
to  the  eye  does  the  word  appear  which  ex- 
preffes  tliefe  ideas,  when  reprefented  thus — 
!Skcptkk — fuch  is  Dr.  Johiilbn's  manner  of 
f^jelling  it  in  his  Di^ionary.  Partiality  to 
this  letter  exifts  no  longer,  though  we  retaia 
it  indeed  in  Jilck,  and  its  compounds  candle- 

ftick, 
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ftick,  Sec.  and  in  words  of  one  fyllable,  as  in 
lick,  Sec. 

E.  What  is  the  meaning  of  Etymology^ 
the.fecond  part  of  Grammar? 

C.  It  treats  of  the  different  kinds  of  words, 
and  the  words  from  which  others  are  derived, 
.  E,  Wliat  is  its  ufe? 

i^iC.  Without  fome  knowledge  of  Etymology, 
you  will  be  liable  to  make  frequent,  and  fome- 
times  ridiculous  miftakes,  by  ufnig  one  word 
inftead  of  another  which  refembles  it.  This  was 
the  cafe  with  the  perfon,  who  after  having  feen 
m  obeli/k,  which  means  a  pillar,  faid  he  had 
feen  a  bafili/Jc,  which  means  a  fnake;  and 
complained  that  he  was  confined  to  a  ftrid 
regiment,  which  means  a  number  of  foldiers 
under  a  colonel,  inftead  of  regimen^  which 
means  a  manner  of  livins^  according  to  rule. 

E,  I  believe  the  words  Orthography  and 
Etymology  are  derived  from  the  Greek;  is 
our  language  derived  from  others  as  well  as 
Greek  ? 

C,  Yes,  for  we  have  words  derived  from 
2  Latin, 
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Latin,  German,  Italian,  and  French.  You 
may  rccolle6l  fonie  inftanccs  of  the  truth  of 
this  obfervation  as  far  as  French  and  Italian, 
arc  concerned ;  and  you  may  rely  on  the  af- 
furance,  that  many  of  our  words  of  two  or 
more  fyllables  are  derived  from  Latin  or 
Greek.  This  is  more  particularly  the  cafe 
with  refpect  to  the  terms  of  fcience. 

E.  Are  there  not  many  words  in  our  lan^ 
guage  that  have  the  fame  meaning  ?   - 

C.  No,  very  few.  Grammar  is  very  nfe- 
ful  in  teaching  the  diftinClions  which  fublift 
between  words,  and  you  will  find  few  in  any 
language  that  are  ftri^lly  fynonymous,  that  is, 
that  have  exa^^tly  the  fame  meaning.  They 
may  indeed  agree  in  exprefling  one  principal 
idea,  but  they  ditfer  in  fome  particulars,  and 
the  more  you  can  difcover  this  difference,  tlic 
greater  progrefs  you  will  make  in  knowledge, 
and  the  more  accurately  you  will  exprefs 
yourfelf ;  and  you  will  have  the  fame  advan- 
tage over  a  perfon  who  confounds  the  dif- 
tinctions  of  words,  that  a  painter  has  who 
inftantly  difcovers  the  different  ftiades  of  co- 
lours, 
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leuYS,  which  efcape  the  notice  of  the  carelefe 
fpe6lator. 

E.  Pray  tell  nie  -what  is  the  difference 
between  pride  and  "vanity  ? 

C,  A  proud  man  values  himfelf  for  things 
comparatively  great,  fuch  as  his  antient  fa- 
mily, title,  or  property.  A  vain  man  for 
little  things,  fuch  as  his  drefs,  his  liveries, 
&c. 

E.  I  heard  you  fay  the  other  day  you  were 
furprized  and  ajioni/hed;  could  you  not  as 
properly  have  faid  you  were  ama%cd  and 
confounded  ? 

C.  By  no  means :  I  am  furprized  at  vi'hat 
is  new  or  unexpe6led,  I  am  aftonifhed  at 
what  is  great,  I  am  amazed  at  what  I  can* 
not  underftand,  and  I  am  confounded  with 
what  is  frightful. 

Some  very  common  words  cannot  be  ufed 
for  others  without  impropriety :  for  example, 
the  verb  to  learn,  inftead  of  the  verb  to  teach. 
If  I  fay,  I  will  learn  you  a  lelTon,  I  exprefs 
myfelf  improperly,  for  I  ought  to  ufe  the 
word  teach.     In  order  to  fee  tlie  diitin6;ion, 

recolle6l 
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rccollccl,  that  tho  majler  teaches,  and  tlie 
fcholiir  icanis.  Similar  is  the  miitake  with 
rcfped  to  the  verbs  lay  and  lie.  To  he  has 
a  variety  of  fenfes ;  tiie  prevailing  one  is, 
to  reft,  as  in  bed;  to  lay,  is  to  caufe  to  lie. 
The  accuracy  of  the  Scripture  language 
may  lead  you  to  fee  clearly  the  diftinClion 
here  pointed  out.  The  ruler  of  the  fyna- 
gogue,  mentioned  by  St.  Mark,  faid  to  our 
Saviour,  "  ]\Iy  little  daughter  Ueth  at 
the  point  of  death,  I  pray  thee  come  and 
lay  thy  hands  upon  her,  that  fhe  may  be 
healed." 

Take  care  you  do  not  confound  ingeyiious 
with  ingenuous y  as  the  former  means  Ikilful ; 
for  inftance,  we  fay,  "  an  ingenious  artift ;" 
the  latter  means  open,  or  candid,  as  we  fay, 
"  a  perfon  of  an  ingenuous  difpofition." 
Prefcrve  the  diftinftion  between  to  Jit  and  to 
fet;  for  example,  "  I  fit  in  a  chaii',  the  gar- 
dener fets  plants  in  the  garden."  Never  ufe 
tlie  prefent  tenfe  of  the  verb  to  Jliexv  for  the 
paft  tenfe.      You  may  fee   the  diftinCtions 

VOL.  I.  D  this 
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this  verb  requires  in  the  following  lenience. 
**  IJkcw  you  my  book  to-day,  as  you  Jhczvcd 
yours  to  me  yefteiday  ;  but  it  was  not JJienm 
to  me  before."  It.  is  become  more  the 
cuftom  of  late  to  ufe  the  verb  to  JJiotv  the 
paft  tcnk JJ20wed,  and  the  paffive  participle 
Jhown. 

Coiinfd  is  advice,  mwicil  is  an  affembly  oi 
perfons ;  preftdcnt  is  a  perfon  who  has  the 
6hief  authority,  a  precedent  is  an  example  : 
principal^  an  adjective,  means  tlie  chief, 
ptinciple  a  fubftantive,  means  a  conftltuent 
part. 

Remember  my  Emily,  that  thinking  as 
•H-^ll  as  expressing  our  thoughts,  is  the  pro- 
perty of  a  rational  being.  Be  careful  there- 
fore neither  to  talk  noi'  to  write  without  re- 
iie^tinfj  on  the  true  mean in<:^  of  vour  words, 
left  the  volubility  of  the  tongue,  or  the  rapi- 
dity of  the  pen  iliould  betray  you  into 
miftakes. 

E.  I  think  I  know  the  accidence,  which 
you    and    my    aunt    taught    me     was  the 

third 
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third  part  of  grammar,  and  included  all  the 
different  parts  of  fpeech ;  but  pray  explain 
to  me  wliat  is  meant  by  Syntax  ? 

C.  Accidence  treats  of  fmgle  words,  and 
Syntax  of  the  right  arrangement  of  words  in 
a  fentence.  Syntax  conlifts  of  two  parts, 
concord  and  government. 

E.  What  is  concord  ? 

C.  It  is  the  agreement  of  one  word  with 
another,  in  gender,  number,  cafe,  aod 
perfon. 

E.  How  many  concords  are  there  ? 

C.  lliree.  The  firll  concord  confills  in 
taking  the  verb  agree  with  its  nominative 
cafe  in  number  and  perfon,  as  "  I  love." 
The  fecond  confifts  in  making  the  adje6tive, 
whether  a  noun,  pronoun,  or  participle? 
agree  with  its  fubftantive  in  cafe,  gender, 
and  number,  as  "  the  fxcift  flight  of  winged 
time."  The  third  confifts  in  making  the  re- 
lative agree  with  its  antecedent  in  gender, 
number,  and  perfon,  as  ''  the  man  is  blelTed 
who  fears  the  Lord :  tvhont  the  Lord  lovetb, 
he  chaftencth.'* 

D  2  E,  What 
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E.  What  is  government  ? 

C  It  is  that  power  which  one  part  ot 
fpeech  has  over  another,  in  determining  its 
particular  number,  gender,  cafe,  perfon, 
mood,  or  tenfe. 

The  chief  6bject  of  fyntax  h  to  teach  due 
method,  in  writing  or  fpeaking,  and  method 
is  not  lefs  an  advantage  than  an  ornament 
to  whatever  fubje^t  it  is  applied : 

Thus  ufeful  arms  in  magazines  we  place, 
All  rang'd  in  order,  and  difpos'd  with  grace ; 
But  lefs  to  plcafe  the  eye,  than  arm  tlic  hand, 
Still  fit  for  ufe,  and  icady  at  command. 

Pope. 

jy.  How  can  I  learn  to  read  well? 

C.  By  pronouncing  every  word  diftin6tly, 
attending  to  your  ftops,  or  paufes;  by  lay- 
ing a  proper  emphafis,  and  reading  in  a 
proper  tone. 

E,  How  do  ftops  mark  the  different  parts 
of  time? 

i  C.    The  Comma  reprefents  the  ihortelt 
panfe,.  the  Scrai-colon  is  double  that  of  the 

comma ; 
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Comma ;  the  Colon  double  that  of  the  femi- 
colon ;  and  the  Period  double  that  of  the 
Colon. 

E,  What  is  emphafis  ? 

C.  It  is  a  ftronger  expreflion  of  the  voice, 
by  which  we  diitinguiih  fome  word  or  words 
in  a  fentence  from  all  the  others,  fo  as  bed 
to  convey  the  writer  s  meaning. 

E,  What  is  the  beft  general  rule  foj  read- 
ing ? 

C.  That  which  was  given  by  Dean  Swift ; 
I  hope  you  will  never  forget  it : 

Learn  to  read  flow ;  all  other  graces 

Will  follow  in  their  proi>er  places.  ^- 


CHAP. 
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THE    RELIGIOUS    PRINCIPLE    OF    A 
CHRISTIAN. 


CONVERSATION  II. 

J  HE  application  of  Colonel  Lorton  to  reli- 
gious ftudies,  was  encouraged,  as  has-been 
"before  hinted,  by  his  defire  to  gain  fuch  in- 
formation as  would  enable  him  to  give  to 
his  daughter  proper  notions  of  her  duty.  If 
the  extent  to  which  he  carried  his  refearches, 
as  will  be  Ihown  in  the  followino;  converfa- 
tions,  and  His  acquaintance  with  the  Holy 
Scriptures  be  thought  extraordinary  for  a  lay^ 
man,  let  it  be  confidered,  that  other  perfons 
have  rnade  farther  advances  in  the  ftudy 
of  religion,  who  were  more  engaged  in  the 
active  and  more  public  bufmefs  of  the  world, 

than 
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than  the  Colonel.  The  works  of  Addifon  on 
the  general  iubje6Vs  of  Chriftianity,  of  Nelfon 
on  the  Feftivals,  of  George  Lord  Lyttekon 
on  the  Converfion  of  St.  Paul,  of  Weft  on 
the  RefLirre6tion,  of  Waldo  on  the  Sacra- 
ment, and  Burgh  on  the  Trinity,  have  done 
honour  to  the  pens  and  the  piety  of  laymen. 
Colonel  Lorton  well  acquainted  with  all 
thefe  excellent  works,  was  encouraged  by 
fuch  examples,  to  make  iimilar  attainments, 
but  for  a  dilFercnt  purpofe ;  he  had  no  am- 
bition indeed  to  give  public  proofs  of  lii'^ 
zeal  in  the  beft  of  all  caufes,  but  he  was  ac- 
tuated by  motives  truly  amiable  and  praife- 
worthy — a  fenfe  of  duty  to  his  daughter ; 
and  that  duty  prcffmg  more  ftrongly  upon 
his  mind,  from  the  conltant  recolle8:ion  of 
her  mother's  final  and  moft  earneft  requeft. 

When  we  are  vifiting  the  cottages  in  the 
village,  iaid  Emily  to  her  father,  it  makes' 
me  forry  to  hear  the  peafants  complain  fo 
much  ;    and  even  among  perfons  of  better 
condition,   there  feems  to  be  a  great  deal  of 

discon- 
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(Jifcontent.     What  is  the  reafon,    mankind 
are  not  happier  than  they  are  ? 

C,  Becaufe  they  are  not  better;  their 
vices  and  irregularities  are  the  chief  caufes 
of  their  mifery. 

£.  How  could  they  become  better  ? 

C  By  being  better  Chriftians. 

E.  What  can  make  men  fo? 

C,  The  practice  of  what  they  profefs  to 
believe ;  a  life  paifed  in  the  diligent  dif- 
charge  of  their  refpe8;ive  duties,  whether 
they  relate  to  God,  their  neighbour,  or  them- 
fclves,  that  the  good  tree  may  he  hmxai  by 
its  fruits^  and  their  faith  in  our  bleflcd  Sa- 
viour may  be  known  by  their  works :  this  is 
tjie  conduct  which  proceeds  from  truly  ciirif-' 
tian  principles. 

E,  What  is  a  principle  ? 

C.  It  fometimes  means  a  conftituent  part 
of  any  thing,  but  I  now  ufe  the  word  to  fig- 
nify  a  reafon  or  ground  for  action. 

E.  Why  do  you  think  the  principle  of  a 
Chriftiari  fo  excellent  ? 

C.  Becaufe 
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C  Becaufe  it  is  agreeable  to  the  will  of 
God,  and  is  a  certain  rule  to  which  we  can 
refer  our  thoughts,  words,  and  actions.  It 
is  the  only  fafe  guide  to  conduft  us  tiirough 
life  with  a  good  confcicnce. 

E,  Pray  tell  mc  what  will  be  my  advan- 
tage in  this  world  to  be  a  good  chriftian  ? 

C.  The  practice  of  the  chriftian  virtues, 
fuch  as  faith,  temperance,  charity,  patience, 
produces  health  of  body  and  peace  of  mind, 
the  love  and  refpe6t  of  all  whofe  good  opi- 
nion is  truly  valuable ;  and  our  holy  religion 
gives  too  in  every  lituation  of  live ;  even  the 
inoft  painful  and  diftreffmg,  the  greateft  en- 
couragement to  HOPE,  the  fweeteft  cordial  of 
the  human  breaft, 

E.  What  expectations  are  raifed  by  this 
hope? 

C  That  God  approves,  and  will  reward 
a  life  conducive  to  his  honour,  and  devoted 
^o  his  fervice  :  that  for  the  good  Chriftian 
are  prepared  heaven  and  a  crown  of  glory, 
the  company  of  the  angels,  and  faints — the 
prefence  of  God,  at  x^'hofc  right  hand  there 

are 
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are  pkafures  for  evermore,  fiirpaiTing  all  our 
prefent  ideas  of  enjoyment,  for  the}^  are  fuch 
as  ei/e  hath  not  [ten,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
Mih  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to 
conceive. 

Suppofc  there  Mere  perfons,  my  Emily, 
fo  -ivcak  or  fo  ^vickcd  as  to  banilli  from  their 
ininds  fuch  liopes  of  future  happinefs  as  theic, 
I  am  firmly  perfuaded  that  no  means  can  be 
found  fo  effectual  to  reconcile  the  evils,  and 
calm  the  forrows  of  life.  Suppofe  fuch  perfons 
were  to  fall  into  diftrcfs,  to  be  reduced  very 
low  in  their  circumftances,  to  be  deprived  by 
death  of  their  neareft  relations  and  molt  in- 
timate friends,  any  or  all  of  which  events 
may  happen  in  the  courfe  of  human  life,  to 
what  could  they  look  for  comfort  ?  To  the 
rcfources  of  their  own  minds  ?  Alas !  they 
would  rather  fupply  new  fubjc6ls  for  regret 
and  lamentation,  from  the  melancholy  re- 
flection that  their  pleafures  were  gone  to  re- 
turn no  more.  Would  they  look  to  the 
woi'ld  for  compaffion  ?  The  world  is  a  flat- 
terer,   which  only  woril]ij)s   the  rifing  fun^ 

pays 
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pays  its  homage  to  the  prosperous  and  gay, 
£ai(J  abandons  tlie  mourner  to  the  unrelieved 
indulgence  of  lighs  and  tears.  In  fuch  a  fitu- 
ation  as  thi3,  high  is  the  value,  and  great 
tlie  power  of  our  holy  rehgion,  and  the  moft 
compoled,  refigned,  and  dignified  fufferers 
arc  thofe,  who  are  Supported  by  its  confola- 
tions.  And  that  a  Chriftian  finds  fubftontial 
comfort  in  the  molt  trying  of  all  fituations, 
in  his  laft  ficknefs,  and  the  hour  of  death, 
has  been  proved  by  witnelfes  of  the  folenin 
fcene.  He  looks  forward  to  his  future  un- 
tried ftate  of  bemg  with  pious  confidence  in 
the  merits  of  his  Redeemer;  his  thoughts^^re 
full  of  immortality  ;  faith  ilipports  his  mind, 
and  enables  hiui  to  pierce  tlie  gathering 
lliades  of  death— It  Ihows  him  his  Saviour 
ready  to  receive  him — he  dies,  and  goes  to 
heaven. 

E,  You  remind  me  of  a  i>aflage  you  read 
the  other  day  to  my  aunt  and  me,  relative  to 
the  death  of  Mr.  Addilbn. 

C.  Your  hint  is  nuich  to  the  purpofc. 
When   that   excellent   luitbor    and   amiable 

man 
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man  was  near  his  end,  he  requelted  Lord 
Warwick,  a  thoughtlefs  and  irregular  youth; 
to  approach  his  bed,  and,  grafping  his  hand, 
bade  him  obferve  with  what  cahii  rclignatiori 
ftnd  firm  hope  a  Ghriftiati  could  leave  the 
world. 

"  lie  taught  us  how  to  live,  and  O  too  high 
The  price  for  knowledge  !  taught  us  how  to  die." 

You  may  likew  ife  remark  the  other  paf- 
fages  we  read  in  Lindley  jNlurray's  "  Power 
of  Religion"  that  related  to  Lady  Jane  Grey, 
Lady  Rachel  Ruiiel,  and  j\Irs.  Rowe.  They 
ivere  all  true  Chriftians,  and  wTre  fupported 
by  the  aid  of  that  Religion,  which  they  had 
made  the  guide  of  their  lives. 

E.  \Vliat  is  the  advantage  to  perfons  in 
high  life  and  to  the  rich  of  being  good  Chrif- 
tians ? 

C,  OiM*  Religion  renders  them  more  con- 
fiderate,  and  lefs  proud  and  prefumptuous 
than  they  would  othcrwife  be.  They  are 
exprcfsly  informed  from  the  higheft  autho- 
rity, that  God  is  iw  refpcctcr  of  perfons— 

that 
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tli^  he  ■?\yJ/icth  the  proud,  and  they  are  cau- 
tioned not  to  be  hig'h-mhnkd,  but  to  conde- 
fccnd  to  men  of  low  tftatc.  And  they  are 
warned  7wt  io  truft  in  tincertain  riches,  but 
to  lay  up  treafures  in  heaven. 

E.    How    is    Chriltianity   ufeful   to   the 
poor  ? 

C.  That  the  poor  do  not  poflbfs  a  larger 
ihare  of  the  comforts  of  life  i^,  in  fome  cafes, 
owincr  to  their  idlenefs,  or  extravaijance. 
Yet  of  much  comfort  and  nuich  enjoyment 
they  muft  unavoidably  be  deprived.  What 
then  can  lb  amply  fupply  their  wants,  and 
adminilter  to  their  relief,  as  the  conloiations 
of  Religion  ?  W^ retched  indeed  would  many 
of  them  be,  and  partial  would  appear  the 
'.yays  of  Providence,  if  all  their  profpe6t3 
were  bounded  by  the  grave,  and  they  could 
extend  their  hopes  no  farther  than  the  green 
turf,  which  "  in  many  a  mouldering  heap" 
diftinguillies  our  village  church-yard.  But 
they  are  inftructcd  by  their  fpiritual  teachers 
to  look  forward  to  a  better  and  happier 
w^orld,  where  there  will  be  no  want,  and  no 

diftin^tion 
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diftinclion  but  in  virtue  ;  where  dll  ic^rs 
xcill  he  imped  from  all  eyes^  and  the  voice  of 
Penury  will  be  heard  no  more !  It  is  this 
hope  which  enables  the  irthabitant  of  the 
cottage  to  endure  his  earthly  diftrefs  with 
patience,  and  to  eat  the  bread  earned  by  his 
daily  toil  with  thahkfulnefs  ;  to  contemplate 
his  own  condition  with  content,  and  to  look 
without  envy  upon  his  wealthy  neighbours. 

E.  If  it  be  delirable  to  be  good  Chriitians 
Ourfelves,  is  it  not  equally  fo  that  our  friends 
ihould  refemble  us  ? 

C  Certainly ;  for  who  are  the  friends  you 
would  truft  in  the  moft  important  concerns 
of  life?  Upon  whofe  honour  and  promifes 
would  you  place  entire  dependence?  Surely 
not  upon  thofe  perfons  who  are  known  to 
aft  from  felfiih  motives  only,  nor  upon  thofe 
who  although  they  are  thought  to  have  great 
knowledge  of  the  world,  have  nothing  elfe  to 
recommend  them  to  our  cfteem.  But  do  we 
not  prefer  trufting,  without  hefitation,  our- 
felves  and  our  affairs  to  thofe  who  fear  Gody 
and  keep  his  commandments^  and  ^vhofe  ac- 
tions 
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ti©ns   arc  the  iVuits  of  a  religious  ediica- 
tiou?  . 

E.   How  ib  Chriitiauity  uil'lul  in  promot- 
ing the  ends  of  education  ? 

C.  No  part  of  the  fyftcni  of  education  can 
be  properly  carried  on  without  obedience  to 
parents,  and  there  is  only  one  luni  balis,  fur 
that  obedience  to  reft  upon.  If  children  are 
taught  from  their  carlieft  age  to  wodliip  their 
great  Creator,  tOspray  to  him  as  the  Author 
and  Giver  of  all  good;  and  if  they  are  all'ured, 
that  he  has  commanded  tiiem  to  honou?*  their 
parenU ;  ihe'w  obedience  is  then,  and  only- 
then,  founded  upon  the  firmeft  ground,  it 
it  be  not  thus  fixed,  they  muft  be  preferved 
in  their  fubmillion,  either  by  the  authority 
of  parents,  which  is  frequently  defective  ;  or 
by  their  own  inclination,  which  is  fometimc? 
perverfe,  and  often  changing. 
.  E.  As  fuch  are  tlie  benefits  of  a  religious 
education,  I  rejoice  to  think  I  have  been 
pioufly  brought  up ;  but  how  am  I  to  aQ: 
when  I  go  into  the  world  ?  I  have  heard  you 
and  my  aunt  complain  of  the  many  bad  per- 

fons 
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fons  who  are  to  be  found  there,  arid  VOti 
have  told  me  the  reigning  piirfuits  are  wealth' 
and  pleafure.  I  am  afraid  I  fliall  be  mifled 
by  bad  examples,  and  fo  hurried  away  by  a 
love  of  pleafure,  as  to  fbrget  my  duty.  To 
continue  a  good  Chriftiatl,  mull  I  not  re-* 
nounce  all  amufements  and  gaiety,  and  live 
a  life  of  felf-denial — if  fo,  had  I  not  better 
pafs  all  my  life  at  home,  and  not  go  at  all 
into  the  w  orld  ? 

C.  Miftake  not  fo  much  the  nature  of  our 
holy  Religion.  It  requires  you  neither  to 
imitate  the  folitary  hermit,  nor  the  cloiftered 
nun.  If  it  was  not  founded  upon  a  focial 
principle,  how  could  its  rules  be  pra^tifed  ? 
Our  Saviour  lived  in  focicty,  and  intended 
his  followers  to  do  fo  like^^  ife.  A  ftate  of 
folitude  is  inconfiftent  with  tlie  duties  of  huf- 
bands,  wives,  parents,  children,  and  neigh-- 
hours — duties  which  form  the  main  fubjeds 
of .  chriftian  morality. 

An  infpired  apoftle  advifes  us  to  life  the 
'world  as  not  abufing  it,  and  how  can  we  ufe 
it  at  all,  if  from  millaken  or  contracted  no- 
tions 
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tions  of  religious  obligation,  we  were  to  de- 
fert  that  poll  of  duty,  which  thofe  very  obli- 
gations, rightly  underftood,  require  us  to 
maintain. 

Chriftianity  is  not  defigned  to  deftroy,  but 
to  rejyulate  our  defires — not  toleffen,  but  to  in- 
creafe  our  real  pleafures :  it  warns  us  indeed 
not  to  purfue  them  too  eagerly.  It  confines 
us  to  that  moderation,  which  is  the  eflbnce  of 
rational  enjoyment.  It  makes  the  things  of 
this  world  fubjecl  to  us,  inftead  of  our  being 
fubje6t  to  them :  it  gives  Reafon  and  Con- 
fcience  their  juft  controul  over  the  paffions ; 
and  wliile  it  allows  us  proper  liberty  of  ac- 
tion, it  guards  us  againft  thofe  follies,  vices, 
and  crimes,  which  are  the  certain  and  fatal 
effe8:s  of  unreftrained  indulgence. 

Your  fituation,  like  that  of  every  other 
young  perfon  juft  going  to  enter  into  the 
world,  is,  I  confefs,  not  without  its  difficul- 
ties—but it  cannot  be  otherwife,  as  life  is  a 
fcene  of  trial  and  probation  for  every  fon  and 
daughter  of  Adam.  Virtue  can  only  ihine 
in  exertion,  and  the  crown  of  glory  cannot 

VOL.  I.  E  be 
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hp  o)3tained  if  we  decline  the  necelTary  con- 
teft.  Avail  yourfelf  of  all  the  aids  which 
Reafon  and  Religion  fupply  to  overcome 
temptation,  and  ftrengthen  your  good  refo- 
lutions. .  Often  read  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  take  every  proper  method  to  underftand 
their  meaning.  Have  frequent  recourfe  to 
prayer,  both  in  public  and  private:  aik  de- 
voutly for  the  aid  of  l)ivijie  jGrrace  "  to  fur- 
ther you  with  continual  help."  Seek  a  plea- 
fure  in  doing  your  duty,  and  you  may  de- 
pend upon  me  you  %vill  find  it,  for  the  ways 
of  Religion  are  xvays  of  pkajmitjiefs,  and  all 
her  paJLhs  art  peace.  Often  think  on  the 
juft  views  which  the  Scriptures  give  of  pvir 
mortal  ftate — that  we  are  Jirangers  and  pil- 
grinis^r—ihdii  this  world,  expofed  as  it  is  to 
the  ravages  of  time,  and  the  inroads  of  de- 
cay, is  not  our  continuing  city — that  we  feek 
e^e  to  come^  which  will  afluredly  be  perma- 
nent and  everlafting,  becaufe  its  builder  arid 
maker  is  God. 

You  know,   my  deareft  Emily,  that  I  re- 
ceive .  a  very  grea^  pleafure  in  feeing  yow 

drelied 
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drefled  with  neatnefs  and  tafte;  but  very 
culpable  indeed  fliould  I  think  myfelf,  if, 
while  I  am  attending  to  the  ornaments  of 
your  perfon,  I  forget  thofe  which  are  proper 
for  your  mind.  Ihe  ornament  of  all  the 
moft  defirable  and  the  molt  valuable  is  found 
religious  principle;  it  is  the  richeft  jewel  you 
can  poflefs ;  it  is  neither  fubie^  to  the  decay 
of  age,  nor  the  changes  of  failiion,  but  rifes 
in  value  by  length  of  time ;  its  beauty  will 
never  be  impaired ;  it  is  bright  and  moft  be- 
coming in  tliis  world,  and  will  fliine  with  in- 
creafmg  luftre  throughout  all  eternity. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.   VII. 


THE  EXAMPLE  AND  INSTRUCTIONS  OF  OUR 
BLESSED    SAVIOUR. 


CONV^ERSATION   III. 

E.  1  HAVE  often  heard  you  fay  that  many 
pi6lures  upon  facred  fubje6ls,  executed  by 
the  beft  mailers,  are  well  calculated  to  con- 
firm religious  impreffions.  Which  do  you 
think  gives  the  moft  lively  idea  of  any  a6bion 
of  our  bleffed  Saviour's  life  ? 

C.  I  never  read  that  gracious  and  af- 
fectionate invitation,  Suffer  the  little  chil- 
dren to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them 
noty  for  of  Cuch  is  the  kingdom  of  hempen, 
without  recollecting  a  picture  by  Rubens  in 

the 
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the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  colle6lion  at 
Blenheim. 

E.  Pray  give  me  a  particular  defaription 
of  the  fubje^l  of  that  picture. 

C.  The  fubje^b  is  our  Saviour  blefling 
the  children.  The  painter  has  reprefented 
the  fcene  with  admirable  efFc6l;  the  prin- 
cipal figures  are  our  Lord,  a  father  and 
mother,  and  their  children  of  different  ages. 
The  countenance  of  our  Saviour  is  expref- 
five  of  dignity,  foftened  by  the  mildeft  be- 
nevolence :  he  lays  his  hand  upon  the 
head  of  the  eldcft  child,  whofe  eyes  are 
doAvncaft,  and  his  hands  are  clafped  together 
as  in  devout  reverence :  another  little  boy 
Hands  eager  to  take  his  brother's  place,  and 
expfefies  impatience  mixed  with  fweet  timi- 
dity ;  and  a  third  young  child  is  liftening  at- 
tentively to  the  blefling  pronounced  by  our 
Saviour.  The  father  of  the  children,  a  manly 
figure,  appears  much  pleafed ;  and  pious  gra- 
titude and  heartfelt  delight  animate  the  fea- 
tures  of  the  mother.  If  the  painter  intended 
to  convey  a  complete  idea  of  the  amiable  con- 

defccnfior^ 
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defcenfion  of  our  Lord,  he  could  not,  I  think, 
have  effected  hispurpofe  in  a  happier  manner. 
Take  notice,  my  Emily,  this  Coiidefcenjion  is 
the  firft  excellence  to  be  oblerved  and  ad- 
mired in  our  bleffed  Saviour ;  it  flowed  from 
his  infinite  love  to  mankind,  and  it  appeared 
in  every  part  of  his  condu6l  in  completing  the 
great  work  of  our  redemption. 

E.  Did  not  our  bleiled  Lord  with  the 
fame  condefcenfion  inftru6l  all  perfons  with- 
out regard  to  their  rank  or  fituation  in  life? 

C.  He  difplayed  the  power  of  divine  truth 
and  the  moft  profound  knowledge  of  Scrip- 
ture in  his  converfations  with  the  haughty 
PrieltSj  the  learned  Scribes,  the  hypocritical 
Pharifees,  and  the  infidel  Sadducees.  He 
laboured  to  convince  them  of  their  preju- 
dices, to  remove  their  errors^  by  .he  foundeft 
arguments,  and  to  enlighten  their  minds  with 
the  knowledge  of  his  fublime  do6trines.  With 
Publicans,  that  is,  with  tax-gatherers,  and 
even  with  Sinners,  he  cdnverfed,  in  order  to 
produce  their  reformation;  and  to  the  capa- 
cities of  the  mean  and  illiterate,  the  peafants 

of 


THE  EXAMPLE  OF  OUR  SAVIOUR.        55 

of  Galilee,  and  the  populace  of  Jerufalem, 
he  adapted  his  heavenly  ^  precepts.  He 
preached  to  the  poor,  and  defired  his  fol- 
lowers to  fuffer  the  little  children  to  come 
unto  him,  as  thinking  them  not  beneat'h  his 
attention  and  care.  His  inftru6tions  weVe 
addrelTed  to  all  perfons  without  exception, 
whenever  ignorance  was  to  b^  removed,  aiid 
fouls  were  to  be  favcd. 

E,  Did  not  our  Lord  aSt  as  well  as  teach  in 
the  very  beft  manner  ? 

C  He  did.  What  rendered  hini  fo  ex- 
traordinary, and  railed  him  fo  far  above  other 
teachers,  was,  that  he  was  a  perfect  model 
of  confiftency.  His  conduct  was  the  exa^t 
copy  of  his  inftrucl:ions.  He  prefented  to 
the  world  that  lively  image  of  moral  perfec- 
tion, which  Plato,  one  of  the  celebrated  phi- 
lofophers  of  antient  Greece,  faid  if  it  could 
be  made  viliblc  to  man,  Avould  excite  the 
moft  aftoniiliing  love  of  wifdom. 

Withrefpe6i  to  his  inftru6lions,  the  ftriking 
allufions  by  which  he  illuftrated,  and  the  very 
jmpreffive    manner   in  which  he  inculcated 

them, 
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them,  not  only  rendered  him  fuperior  to  all 
other  teachers ;  but  m  order  to  unite  the  beft 
example  with  the  pureft  precepts,  he  was  the 
unerring  guide  to  all  that  was  truly  good, 
and  ail  that  was  really  noble  and  praife- 
worthy;  to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfection  in- 
d-eed,  that  you  may  be  allured  his  chara6ter 
is  without  an  equal  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 

E.  Is  there  any  part  of  hio  inftraQ:ions  to 
which  you  wilh  to  guide  my  particular  atten- 
tion? 

C,  Yes,  to  the  Difcourfe  on  the  Mount, 
as  recorded  in  the  Gofpel  of  St.  Matthew; 
for  I  confider  it  as  a  fummary  of  chriftian 
morality  ftated  with  all  cle-arnefs,  and  re- 
commended with  all  authority.  Our  blelied 
Saviour  teaches  us  in  this  firft  and  beft  of 
fermons,  that  the  divine  bleffing  will  attend 
the  meek,  the  pure  in  heart,  and  the  com  pa  1- 
fionate — thofe  who  are  eager  for  fpiritual  im- 
provement, and  thofe  who  fufFer  for  their 
adherence  to  his  fervice.  He  inltru6ts  us 
that  his  is  a  Religion  of  the  heart,  in- 
tended to  regulate  all  its  movements ;  its  ge- 
nuine 
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jiuine  fruits  are  acls  of  unoltentatious  piety 
to  God,  and  unfeigned  benevolence  to  man. 
Convinced  of  the  uncertain  nature  of  worldly 
pofleliions,  it  is  our  bell  interelt  to  lay  up 
treafures  in  heaven,  and  difniiffmg  too  much 
anxiety  to  procure  the  comforts  of  life,  we 
ought  to  place  a  firm  reliance  on  the  Divine 
Providence  for  the  fupply  of  our  future  wants. 
As  a  tree  is  known  by  tlie  quality  of  its 
fruit,  fo  is  our  chriftian  profeffion  brought 
to  the  teft  by  our  actions :  if  it  be  founded 
upon  folid  principles,  we  Ihali  be  able  to  rc- 
Cit  the  attacks  of  perfecution  and  temptation 
with  as  much  firmnefs,  as  a  houfe  built  on  a 
rock  withilands  the  violent  w iuds,  the  beat- 
ing rains,  and  the  rufliing  torrents. 

E.  Does  not  the  Sermon  on  the  ]\iount 
include  the  LorcTs  Prayer? 

C.  I  am  much  plealed  with  you  for  recol- 
lecting fo  important  a  particulai',  and  I  hope 
you  will  never  repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer  with 
levity  or  hafrc,  or  A\ilhoLit  carcfullv  attending 
to  its  full  fcope  and  meaning.  It  is  replete 
'ivith   piety,   wifdom,    humility,   and  charity, 

that 
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that  I  cannot  kefitate  to  pronounce  it  the 
eflence  of  all  devotion.  Such  is  the  admi- 
rable fele6lion  of  topics,  that  it  is  truly 
worthy  of  its  divine  author,  and  confidering 
by  whom  it  was  compofed,  it  muft  be  the* 
moft  acceptable  facrilice  of  fupplication,  that 
can  be  oft'ered  by  mortal  man  to  the  throne 
of  grace. 

Thus  are  we  beft  inftru6ted  in  wliat  man- 
ner to  worihip  in  "  fpirit  and  in  truth"  the 
great  Author  and  Difpofer  of  oiu'  being, 
whom  we  are  allowed,  with  the  afFectionatc 
reverence  of  dutiful  children,  to  addrcfs  with 
the  endearing  name  of  "our  Father :" — we 
render  to  him  the  honour  and  praife  due  to 
his  adorable  name;  we  exprefs  an  ardent 
defire  that  his  holy  will  may  be  executed  on 
earth  by  men,  with  the  fame  clieerful  obedi- 
ence, as  it  is  by  the  angels  in  heaven ;  and 
that  his  fpiritual  reign  over  the  hearts  of  all 
men  may  foon  be  eftabliilied :  we  aik  for 
the  fupply  of  our  daily  wants,  and  entreat 
the  pardon  of  our  offences,  upon  the  only 
condition  on  which  he  is  pleafed  to  grant  it — 

a  con- 
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a  condition  full  of  mercy  to  mankind,  and 
redoundinf^  to  the  endlel's  glory  of  God. 
And  as  the  forgvoenefs  of  injuries  is  one  of 
the  leading  features  of  the  gofpel  difpenfa- 
tion,  our  Lord  made  a  particular  comment 
upon  it,  at  the  clofe  of  this  lliorteft  and  beft 
of  prayers. 

£.  Our  Saviour  had  a  particular  method 
of  inftru6i:ing  his  hearers  by  parables,  tell 
me  what  is  a  parable  ? 

C.  A  parable  is  a  fliort  llory,  in  which 
the  a6tions  and  converfations  of  men  are 
defcribed,  with  a  view  to  convey  a  moral 
lefTon. 

E.  Why  did  our  Saviour  fpeak  fo  often  in 
parables  ? 

C.  Becaufe  it  is  a  much  more  lively  me- 
thod of  inftru^tion,  and  excites  more  atten- 
tion, than  giving  advice  in  plain  terms. 

E.  With  which  of  the  parables  of  our 
Lord  are  you  moft  pleafed  ? 

C.  With  that  of  the  Prodigal  Son,     It 
teaches  us  a  leflbn  of  all  the  moft  welcome 
^nd  delightful  :    it  fets  before   us  the  un- 
bounded 
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bounded  love  of  God  to  contrite  linners, 
illuftrated  by  the  cordial  reception  given  by 
an  afFe6tionate  father  to  a  fori,  ^^iio  after  a 
courfe  of  extravagance  and  vice,  returns  to 
him  a  fnicere  penitent.  /  will  arife  and  go  to 
71111  father,  and  will  fay  unto  him,  Father, 
I  haxe  Jinned  againji  heaven,  and  before 
thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  he  called 
thy  fon. — — When  he  was  yet  a  great  way 
off',  his  fother  fazv  him,  and  had  compaflion  on 
him,  and  ran  and  foil  on  his  neck,  and  ki/Jed 
him,  and  faid  to  his  fervants,  Bring  forth 
the  hejl  robe,  and  put  it  on  him,  and  Jhoes  on 
his  feet,  and  bring  hither  the  foiled  calf  and 
kill  it,  and  let  us  eat  and  be  merry ;  for  this 
iny  fon  was  dead,  and  is  alive,  he  teas  loft^ 
and  is  found, 

I  am  aware  how  I  injure  the  cfFe^l  of  this 
fine  picture  of  paternal  love,  by  only  fliow- 
ing  you  fome  detached  parts ;  but  I  wiih  to 
point  out  the  principal  incident — the  father 
utters  no  reproaches;  the  voice  of  nature 
fpeaks  in  his  a6Vions,  and  they  are  the  ac- 
tions of  tendernefs  and  love. 

£.  Have 
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E.  Have  I  not  heard  you  often  expreis 
your  admiration  of  the  parable  of  the  Good 
Samaritan  ? 

C.  How  can  I  fay  too  much  in  its  praife, 
as  the  leiibn  of  duty  it  inculcates  is  fo  con- 
<ienial  with  the  moft  Li;enerous  and  noble  feel- 
ings  of  our  hearts  ?  It  inltru61s  us  in  the  na- 
ture of  chriltian  charity,  which  knows  no 
diltinclions  of  neighbourhood,  kindred,  or 
country,  but  extends  its  offices  to  the  whole 
race  of  human  beings. 

An  unfortunate  traveller,  a  Jew  by  nation, 
is  affaultcd  by  robbers ;  they  plunder  and 
wound  him ;  two  of  bis  countrymen,  a  Prieft 
and  a  Levite,  who,  by  reafon  of  tlieir  (acred 
profeffion,  were  bound  to  pay  more  than  com- 
mon attention  to  fuch  an  object  of  diftrefs, 
pafs  by  him  either  with  indifference  or  con- 
tempt. A  Samaritan,  a  perfon  who  might  be 
fuppofed  likely  to  difregard  the  wounded  tra- 
veller on  account  of  the  general  averfion  of  his 
nation  to  the  Jews,  came  where  he  was,  and 
when  he  faw  him  had  compajjion  on  him,  and 
xvent  to  him,  and  hound  up  his  wounds,  and  fat 

him 
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hhn  on  his  own  beoff,  and  brought  him  to  an 
inn,  and  took  care  of  him;  and  on  tlie  nwrrowy 
when  he  departed,  he  gave  money  to  the  hoji, 
and /aid,  Take  care  of  him,  and  whatfoever 
thou  fpendtji  more,  when  I  come  again  J  will 
repay  thee, 

Thefe  twQ  parables  4omorie  thqin  inftru6t 
the  underftanding,  they  excite  our  beft  and 
fweeteli  affections.  What  writer,  either  of 
antient  or  modern  times,  ever  produced  any 
Itories  fo  ufeful  in  the  application,  fo  beauti- 
ful in  the  circuuiltances,  or  fo  pathetic  in 
the  incidents !  Well  has  it  been  obfcrved, 
that  our  bleilcd  Saviour  underftood  human 
nature  far  better  than  Socrates,  the  wifeft  of 
the  heathen  philofophers ;  our  divine  Mailer 
amends  the  lieart  by  awakening  its  fineft 
feelings,  and  while  he  conveys  the  moft  ufe- 
ful truths  to  the  underftanding, 

"  Opes  the  lacred  fourcc  of  fympathetic  tears/' 

I  may  obferve  in  general  with  refpect  to  the 

pdoral  inftructions  given  to  us  by  our  wifeft 

^lid  b^ft  Teacher,  v/hether  they  appear  in  the 

9  plain 
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plain  drefs  of  dire6t  advice,  or  are  adorned 
with  the  beautiful  ornaments  of  parable, 
that  they  are  fuited  to  all  the  various  con- 
xlitions,  abilities,  and  attainments  of  man- 
kind— to  the  fnnple  peafant  and  to  the  pro- 
found fcholar — they  are  as  well  adapted  to 
the  labourer  in  our  fields,  as  to  the  monarch 
on  his  throne. 

I  could  purfue  this  fubje^  in  terms  of 
more  profufe  commendation — but  vain  are 
my  weak  efforts  to  add  to  its  excellence ;  as 
well  might  I  attempt  to  add  perfume  to  the 
violet,  or  beauty  to  the  colour  of  the  rofe. 

E,  Shall  I  not  form  a  very  contra61:ed,  or 
rather  a  very  wrong  notion  of  our  Saviour, 
if  I  confider  him  as  a  mere  human  being  ? 

C,  To  raife  your  mind  to  a  more  becoming 
notion  of  our  Saviour's  dignity,  ever  regard 
him  as  the  So7i  of  God.  He  exiited  from  all 
eternity,  before  the  world  was  created,  in- 
vefted  with  the  fame  power,  and  crowned 
with  tlie  fame  glory  as  the  Father  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  His  coming  in  the  flelh  was 
foretold  by  a  long  fucceffion  of  infpired  pro- 
phets 
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pliets  iVoni   age  to  age.     When  he  left  the 
reahns  of  glory  to  take  our  nature  upon  him, 
ills  birth  was  announced  by  a  chorus  of  an- 
gels;   at  his  baptifm   the    Holy   Spirit   de- 
fcended  upon  him,  and  a  voice  from  heaven 
announced  him  to  the  aftonifhed  multitudes 
as  the  belo-ced  Son  of  the  Moft  High.    Upon 
the  holy  mountain,  in  the  prefence  of  chofen 
difciples,  he  reaflumed  his  glorihed  appear- 
tmcc ;  he  exercifed  the  attributes  of  almighty 
power ;  he  knew  the  thoughts  and  the  hearts 
of  men ;  he  ^vorked  the  moft  altoniihing  mi- 
racles ;  at  his  command  the  fea  was  calmed, 
and  the  dead  were  raifed.    AVTicn  he  expired 
upon  the  crofs,  all  nature  fympathized  with 
hini;  the  fun  was  darkened,  and  the  rocks 
were  torn  afunder.     On  the  exact  day  pre- 
dicted by  himfelf,   he  arofe  triumphant  from 
the  tomb ;  and  he  finally  afcended  into  hea- 
ven, and  fat  dozvn  on  the  7ight  hand  of  the 
Via] eft ij  on  high ^  from  Avhence  he  will  here- 
after come,  attended  by  hofts  of  angels,  to 
judge  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  univerfe. 
Such  was  the  adorable  perfon  who  deigned 

to 
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tx>  take  our  natyre  upon  him,  iubmitted  to 
be  laid  in  a  manger,  to  endure  the  greateft 
hardlhips  of  hfe,  tms  defpifcd  and  rejected^ 
a  man  of  for  rows  ^  and  acquainted  zvith  grief; 
fo  deftitute  of  all  worldly  conveniencies,  that 
he  had  not  xvhere  to  lay  his  head^  he  patiently 
^vitnef^ed  the  ingratitude  of  his  countrymen, 
and  the  perfidy  of  one  of  his  difciples  who 
betrayed  him ;  he  was  falfely  accufed,  and 
unjuftly  condemned  to  a  moft  painful  and 
dilgraceful  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs; 
and  to  all  this  privation  of  heavenly  glory 
and  endurance  of  human  mifery  he  fubmit- 
ted  with  ccnfummate  patience,  in  order  to 
refcue  us  from  the  divine  difpleafure  by  his 
death,  and  purchafe  for  us  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  by  his  merits. 

E.  I  have  with  pleafure  noticed  in  the 
gofpel  hjftory  inftances  of  our  Lord's  conde- 
fcehfion  to  the  female  fex,  are  there  many 
fuch  examples  ? 

C.  There  are — at  the  fuggeftion  of  his 
mother,  the  Virgin  Mary,  he  performed  his 
firft  miracle  at  a  marriage  feaft:    he  con- 

VOL.  I.  F  verfed 
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verfcd  with  the  woman  of  Samaria  in  a 
nioft  gracious  manrrer  rdpe^ing  her  own 
afikirs,  and  his  divine  millioii.  Sferuek  with 
the  pertinent  reply  and  lively  feithv  of  the  f^ 
male  fuftercr  who  had  an  i^ue  of  hlwx^iOc 
iiiany  years,  he  inftantly  cured  her.  Meraifed 
the  fon  of  the  widow  to  life/  knd  healed 
St.  Peters  mother  of  a  f^ver.  Dmglfier^ 
tf  Jerufaiaji,  weep  not  for  ine^  but  for  yomr- 
selves,  and  yonr  children,  was^  hi&  affectionate 
addrefs,  when  he  wiihed  to  divert  their  atten- 
tion from  his  own  affli8ions,  to  the  impend^ 
Ing  dieftru^tion  of  their  native  ci^.  Marthfe 
and  Mary  fhaTcd  his  fricntlfhip  with  theit 
feroMier  Lazarus.  At  his  cruciftxbn  he  com^ 
mitted  the  Virgin  Mkiy  to  the  earc  of  St. 
Jolm,  his  beloved  difrrpie;  and  to  IVfary 
Magdalene  he  tiift  a]5![^caTCd,  after  he  i-of& 
from  the  dead. 

-  "Your  fe5c  are  under  pe%;ivliar  oblig^tio^iS 
to  their  blefled  Saviour,  becaufe  he  raifed 
the  female  chara^ei"  to  a  degree  of  import- 
ance, which  it  had  never  bclore  attained, 
and'  fliowed^  tliat  women  are  as  capable  ©4* 

moral 
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moral  improvement  and  its  eternal  ra^fwcda 
as  men.  The  delicacy  of  their  feelingB,  and 
theh*  capacity  for  religious  imprefllons,  pre* 
pare  them  well  for  the  exercise  of  sA\  gofpel 
virtues,  particulady  of  piety,  charity,  pati- 
ence, meeknefs,  afid  refignation.  From  mo- 
tives of  love  and  gratitude  si-ppFOve  youpfelf 
worthy  of  the  honour  conferred'  on  your  fex 
by  your  bleiled  Lord :  follow  the  ei^ample 
of  the  pious  Mavy ;  like  her  liften  to  his  inr 
■ftru^ons  before  all  othei'  fubjeSts ;  let  y^or 
admiration  of  his  divine  nature  and  perfe^Jt 
example,  add  ftrength  to  your  faith,  and  aa-- 
dour  to  your  obedience ;  and  thus  choofe  that 
good  part,  which  amid  all  the  changes  of 
this  mortal  life,  you  may  reft  affured,  JJiall 
not  be  taken  away  from  you^ 

^'  O  wonderful  love  1  O  unexampled  good- 
nefs!"  exclaimed  Emily,  '^  what  ought  not 
Chriftians  to  do  in  the  fervice  of  their  Sa- 
viour, who  has  done  and  fufFered  fo  much 
for  them !  Surely  his  very  great  condefcen- 
fion  and  love  ought  ever  to  warm  our  hearts 
ivith  gratitude,  and  prompt  us  to  obey  his 
F  SI  facred 
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facred  commands  with  the  greateft  pleafure. 
Affift  me,  I  conjure  you,  deareft  father,  to 
be  a  zealous  followei'  of  our  bleffed  Lord, 
that  I  may  reach  the  heaven  where  he  now 
reigns,  and  unite  with  the  holy  angels  in 
finging  his  everlafting  praifes." 

Here  Emily  paufed — her  mind  was  filled 
with  the  fublime  fubje8;s  of  devotion,  obe- 
dience, and  eternal  happinefs.  Religion  be- 
gan to  exert  its  mild  and  falutary  power 
over  her,  to  mingle  with  her  affe6lions,  to 
elevate  her  defires,  and  convey  a  pure  and 
intellectual  tranfport  to  her  tender  and  fuf- 
ceptible  breaft. 

Her  father  could  read  in  her  expreffive 
eyes  and  countenance  what  was  paffing  in 
her  mind ;  he  did  not  interrupt  her  eloquent 
filence,  but  left  her  to  meditate  upon  the 
very  ferious  and  impreffive  topics  of  their 
converfation. 


CHAP. 
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CONVERSATION  IV, 

A  PARTY  was  one  day  aifembled  at  Lorton 
Houle,  and  the  taking  of  Surinam  from  tke 
Dutch  was  the  fubjeft  of  converfatiom 
Some  of  the  company  pretendicd  they  knew 
a  great  deal  of  the  place.  One  faid  that  it 
was  in  a  cold  country,  another  tliat  it  was 
at  no  great  diftance  from  England;  and  a 
third,  probably  miftaking  it  for  Sumatra, 
confidently  afferted  that  it  was  an  ifland. 
A  queftion  arofe  in  what  quarter  of  the 
globe  it  w^s  fituated — one  faid  it  was  ia 

Europe, 
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Europe,  another  contended  for  Afia,  and  a 
third  was  as  confident  for  Africa. 

Colonel  Lorton  produced  a  map  of  the 
world,    and   all  thoife   wjfio    had  talked   fo 
piaufibly  were  equally  at  a  lofs  where  to 
look  for  Surinam.     At  laft  they  determined 
to  refer  to  Mrs.  Mapleton,  whofe  obferva- 
,  tions  were  at  firft  difregarded  amid  the  cla- 
mour of  thefe  confident  pretenders  to  know- 
ledge.    As  foon  as  the  map  was  laid  before 
her,  without  the  leaft  hefitation  Ihe  pointed 
out  the  place.      ^^  thete  it  '46,"    faid  fhe, 
"  not  far  from  the  line,   and  of  courfe  the 
xdiiaatfe  iniift  fbe  very  hcft     it  /is  a  fpsLvi  bi 
ISruiana,   ftt«att*d   ii|)oa  the  cc^ft  of  South 
iAaneatca;  fandjas  to  its  diftamce  from  Eng- 
te»d,  af  tve  x^^Cfre  to  fail  two  thouiand  miie^ 
towaitls  Oft,  'I  am  afraid  we  {h&iM  ftiU  have 
«aan^  iwote  to  go,  fcefore  we  artived  there." 
Wiien  tbfe  "vilitars  were  goite,  the  Catonel 
atficed  Etn%,   whkia  of  ?the  ^company  had 
^IkeA  w^n  ftiie  fub:j€6t  in  J&m  beft  manner. 

^.  My  itnnt,  without  dohibt,  becaufe  ihe 
fcive  ibfcff  liMttion  to  -ftl  the  j^ft. 

a  Then 
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C  Tiienfiom  thisinltance  .yqu  may  judge 
ijovv  defirable  it  is  to  be  iWnilhed  with  fuch 
very  uleful  knowledge  as  Geography  can 
give. 

E,  But  I  fear  I  fliall  Toon  grow  tired  of 
tlie  ftudy,  :fliOuld  it  all  relate  to  fiibje6ls  that 
iiave  fuch  hard  names  as  axis,  arBic,  and 
auWttic  circles,  eqmttor,  and  ecliptic. 

C  By  the  explanations  I  have  given  you 
of  thefe  terms,  1  hope  you  iee  clearly  that 
tlxey  .belong  to  the  artificial  gLobe,  and  ai^ 
chiefly  u&d  becaufe  they  are  neceflary  to 
esiplain  •the  motion  of  the  earth  revolving 
round  the  fun:  when  you  come  to  conlidcr 
the  ^a^iu-al  globe  of  the  >world  as  .compofed 
of^artb  and  water,  and  its  divifions,  you 
will  examiae  objects  »Si^they  areally  exift  : 
the  ideas  which  they  pcrefent  are  natui*al  and 
obvi^usj  and  therefore  will  be  more  jeafy  for 
you  to  underitaad  and  jtemember. 

E.  As  lit  is  not  ^probable  I  ftiall  ever  ex- 
tend naiy  travels  beyond  my  native  illand, 
what  is  the  ufc  of  .gaining  a  knowledge  of 
foreign  :ct)untiies? 

a  The 
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C.  The  place  of  your  refidence  can  be  no 
obje6i:ion  to  the  acquirement  of  fuch  infor- 
mation as  may  be  in  any  degree  either  ufe- 
ful,    or   ornamental.      Of  all    branches  of 
knowledge  there  are  few  more  ufeful  than 
Geography.     A  liberal  education'  i^  very  in- 
complete without  it.     Young  perfons  fhould 
be  inftru6led  in  it,  that  they  may  form  pro- 
per notions  of  the  globe  they  inhabit,  of  the 
relative  fituations  of  different  countries,  and 
their  foils  and  productions.     It  gives  them 
a  profpe6l;  of  the  various  inhabitants  of  the 
world,   and  thus  gratifies  their  curiolity  with 
pleafmg  fubjefts,   all  tending  to  Ihow  the 
great  variety  of  nature  in  the  works  of  cre- 
ation, and  the  different  conditions  of  man- 
kind advancing  from  favage  life,  as  among 
the  Hottentots  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope — 
to  civilifed  fociety,  as  it  is  difplayed  in  the 
moft  refined  nations  in  Europe. 

You  will  find,  too,  that  Geography  is  con- 

iae6led  with  many  other  kinds  of  knowledge, 

for  inftance  with  natural  hiffory,   and  the 

manners  and  cuftoms  of  different  nations — ' 

♦  fubjecls 
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fubje6ts  you  are  very  fond  of  hearing  me 
talk  of. 

£.  When  you  taught  me  the  divifions  of 
the  globe  into  land  and  water,  there  were  a 
few  I  did  not  clearly  underftand :  what  is  an 
Ifthmus? 

C.  It  is  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  which 
joins  a  peninfula  to  a  continent.  Obferve 
in  the  map,  the  ifthmus  of  Suez  joins  Africa 
to  Europe,  and  the  ifthmus  of  Darien  joins 
North  to  South  America. 

E.  What  is  the  difference  between  an 
Ocean  and  a  Sea  ? 

C.  The  former  is  a  large  body  of  fait  wa- 
ter, bounded  by  fome  of  the  larger  divifions 
of  the  earth :  the  latter  is  a  fmaller  body  of 
fait  water  communicating  with  the  ocean  by 
a  ftraight,  as  the  Baltic,  the  Mediterranean, 
and  the  Euxine  feas.  There  are  three  prin- 
cipal Oceans— the  Atlantic,  the  Pacific,  and 
the  Indian. 

Your  curiofity  to  learn  Geography  will  be 
increafed  by  your  obferving,  that  we  have 
many  articles  of  provifion,  furniture,  drefs  and 

ornament 
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onaanjcrrt.  uonni^fted  witli  the  knouletlgr  of 
other  countries,  and  which  we  iliouUl  enjoy 
TwoBe^icriiL^tJ^,  i^iU  v»ii|e  nioro  highly,  if  ^^  e 
ooDikkji'cd  with  what  lalww  tl^  are  ,pro* 
cyireri,  mxd  from  what  diitaDt  ,pla4ces  tkey 
ai'e  brought. 

Take  tfar  cxainplc  Xhe  ni4ihr)gany  bifeaWaft 
tiiUle,  and  iuanpeiui^giis;  tine  tea^  tlic  cof* 
ioe,  tiiti  .fifgar,  tlie  cup^,  >|ind  faucers,  ^ 
lca•^fpoaI^,  and  tlie  uiaho^un^^  table  itfci£ 

E.  I  know  ah'eady,  that  te^i  gsows  in 
China,  4iud  rtliat  tiiclc  cups  ^nd  fiiucers  were 
made  there  of  a  fine  fort  «i  joky  p4^"ii  poi- 
cclain,'  oofliecis  Lroqght  frxw  Xm^ffy,  «nd 
the  Weft-Iiulies ;  fiigar  k  .ma^e .  i'roD^  the 
fif«ar-,caQQ,  whicli  groiv:?  in  Jmvuucli,  iiud 
otliei*  illandft  hi  tlic  Weft  Indies  j  but  }\i?ay 
inform  mc  where  tiic  mahwgaixy  tree  gvowi>  ? 
..rC  That  which  is^of  an  iaferipr  kind  g^o^^^ 
in  Hondimi3,  a  ;province  .of  MexicQ,  m 
North  America ;  that  which  is  of  a  rfm^r 
gFaiH,  and  is  uled  for  olqgaut  oabhict-work, 
^ows  in  Jamaica.  A  maliqgany  tree  foiue- 
tiuaes  jttaches 'the  ihei^  "of  ^gl^ty  feet :  this 

wood 
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wood  among  ks  other  excellent  propertiiSi 
ibldi^m  votg,  and  is  never  eaten  by  the  wGrm^. 

E,  You  mentioned  drels,  as  being  con- 
BGi^d  \\\Xk  a  knowledge  of  geography,  I 
know  that  my  muflin  and  callico  gowns  arc 
made  of  cotton— hut  .what  is  cotton  ? 

KH,  It  is  tlie  fruit  of  the  <:qtton  ilirub, 
M^ich  -groi^vs  in  China,  the  Eait  and  Weit 
Jtidiies,  and  on  the  weftcrn  coaft  of  Africa, 
the  -iinelt.  {&ci  is  k-ought  from  Bengal,  and 
tlie  coaft  of  Coi'omftndel.  The  cotton  il^rnb 
:w^iGh  is  pmpag-ated  fey  feed,  grows  about 
two  ieet  high,  and  bears  yellow  or  red 
flowers :  each  'flower  is  fucceeded  by  a  iiiaail 
button,  tiie  fize  of  a  nut,  w  hicb  w  hen  ripe 
apens  in  tiwee  places,  and  difclofes  three  or 
•four  foldings  of  beautifully  white  cotton ;  this 
is  carefully  gathered,  carded,  and  fpun,  aiid 
wove  into  calicoes  for  the  dreiles  of  the  na- 
•tiv^s.  It  icrves  to  furnifli  tlie  clotliiiig  l^ 
the  iohabitants  ^f  warm  climates,  as  ,tbe 
fleeces  of^heep  do  to  tliofe  of  tiie  cold  jonot. 
An  immenfe  quantity  is  feat  to  England  tuid 
Scotland.     Yoo  Jkave  hcaid  oi  the  R:ui?ious 

mills 
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mills  at  Nottingham,  I\fanchellcr,  and  othei' 
places,  where  the  cotton  is  Ipun  in  fo  much 
perfection  by  means  of  machinery.  It  is  af- 
terwards manufactured  into  mullins,  calicoeSj 
fliawls,  tScc. 

E.  Where  is  goid  found  ? 

C.  Gokl  is  found  chiefly  in  the  Brafils, 
Africa,  and  Hungary.  Souie  has  been  lately 
difeovered  in  the  county  of  Wicklow  in  Ire- 
land, where  a  very  large  piece  of  native 
gold  was  dilcovered  ;  it  weighed  twenty-two 
ounces,  and  was  almolt  pure.  Gold  is  ge- 
nerally found  in  grains,  called  gold-dult,  in 
the  beds  of  torrents,  or  mixed  with  the  fand 
of  rivers,  that  flow  down  the  mountain*. 
The  Portuguese  employ  many  flaves  to  fearch 
for  this  precious  metal  in  the  mountains  near 
Rio  de  Janeiro  in  the  Brafils ;  and  it  is  com- 
puted that  the  quantity  exported  from  thence 
to  Europe  does  not  amount  to  lefs  than  the 
value  of  two  millions  per  annum.  Gold  is 
the  hcavieft  of  the  metals  except  platina, 
and  the  moft  ductile, 

E,  What  is  meant  by  ductile? 

a  Eafy 
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C.  Eafy  to  be  drawn  out  in  length;  a 
fingle  grain  of  pure  gold  may  be  beaten  out 
to  a  furface  of  fifty  fquarc  inches.  An  ounce 
of  gold  may  jbe  beaten  into  fixteen  hundred 
leaves,  cacii  ,three  inches  fquarc,  and  thus 
extended  it  takes  up  more  than  159,000 
times  its  original  furface, 

E,  Where  is  filver  found  ? 

C.  In  no  place  is  a  greater  quantity  found 
than  in  the  mountain  of  Potoli,  which  is 
fituated  in  the  province  of  Peru,  in  South 
America,  near  a  town  of  the  lame  name. 
All  the  country  belongs  to  the  Spaniards. 
Accident  led  to  the  difcovery  of  the  precious 
metal  which  this  mountain  contains.  An 
Indian,  whofe  name  was  Hualpa,  purfued 
Ibme  wild  goats  up  the  mountain,  and  com- 
ing to  a  very  lleep  part  took  hold  of  a  ihrub, 
in  order  to  alTift  him  in  climbing,  but  the 
flnub  not  being  ftrong  enough  to  fupport  his 
weight,  came  up  by  the  roots,  and  difco- 
vered  to  his  aftonifhed  eyes  a  mafs  of  bright 
filver,  and  fome  lumps  of  the  fame  metal 
among  the  clods  that  adhered  to  the  roots. 

The 
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The  delighted  Indian  hafiened  home  with 
his  treafure,  waihed  it,  exchanged  it  for  va- 
poijs  articles  of  drefs  and  furniture,  and 
wheii  he  wanted  more,  repaired  to  the  fame 
igot  in  the  iiiountdh  for  a  fupiply.  At  length 
a  fi^lend  obferving  the  happy  change  in  his 
circumftances,  importuned  Hualpa  till  he  at 
laft  revealed  the  fecret  to  him.  For  fome 
time  they  repaired  together  to  the  moun- 
tain, and  obtained  abundtint  fupplies  till  on 
Jlualpa  refufmg  to  tell  the  method  by  which 
he  purified  the  metal,  his  faithlefs  friend 
revealed  the  fecret  to  his  malter  Villaroel,  a 
Spaniard.  From  that  time,  the  year  1345, 
the  mine  was  worked  for  the  Spanifli  go- 
vernment, 

E.  What  a  great  advantage  it  would  be^ 
if  the  Engliih  were  in  polfeiTion  of  places 
that  produce  gold  and  filver  ! 

C:  By  no  means.  The  more  of  the  pre^ 
cioys  metals  people  poflefs,  the  more  luxu*- 
ries  they  can  purchafe,  and  the  greater  their 
luxuries  the  more  proud  and  inaQ;ive  they 
b-syspme.  This  is  the  cafe  with  the  Spa- 
niards, 
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Iiiardp,  who  are  ma(ter&  of  tJie  tpeaiiires  of 
the  new  world:  in  pix>poi*tion  as- the  preci*- 
01^  nietals  are  multiplied,  the  lower  they 
fmh  in  value.  For  examplfej  if  it  was  thd 
ciiltoni'  to  make  the  common  kitchen  uten- 
fth  of  gold  and- filver,  we  fliould  not  value 
them  more  than  we  do  thofe,  which  are 
now  made  of  tin  and  braf^.       -       ' 

j^.  You  have  been  kind  enough  to  pro'r 
hiiie  me  my  motiier&'  diamond  eai'-rings: 
pray  t^U;  me  where- ^/«^wc?;id^  are- found?' 
'C.  They  are  ehie%  found*  in  the-  rocky 
hillfe  and  mountains  in- the  kingdom  of  Gol- 
conda^,  which  is  fitimted  upon  the-  bay  of 
Bengal  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Tliey  are-  like- 
wife  difcovered*  iii  tiie  iflknd  o£  Borneo;  and 
in  the  Bralils.  They  are  found'  in' a*  rongfe 
ilate,  not  very  deep  in  the  eaalh.  The 
eaith,  w^hich  is  of  a  yellawilh:  colour,  fe 
brought  out  of  the  mines,  and'  put  inVa  a 
cifteni,  and  water  is  pour^dr  in  Vo.  diiTolve 
it.  The  diamond^ggers  ftir  it  abayt;  and 
the  lighter  pant  is  carried  oif  through  an 
aperture  of  the  velTel  with  the  foul  water. 

They 
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They  continue  walliing,  till  what  is  left  in 
the  ciftcrn  is  clean,  and  then  in  the  middle 
oi  the  day,  when  the  fun  ihines  bright,  they 
carefully  look  over  all  the  fand,  and  no  dia- 
pionds  can  efcape  their  obfervation,  as  even 
the  fmalleft  gives  a  bright  refle6lion  of  the 
fun. 

E,  Where  does  the  pine-appk  grow 
Tvild? 

C.  In  many  parts  of  Afia,  and  in  the 
fouthern  parts  of  North  America ;  and  in 
the  iiland  of  Java  is  found  great  abundance 
of  that  delicious  fruit.  It  grows  too  in  fe* 
veral  of  the  Weft  India  iflands,  but  I  have 
iieard  it  obferved,  that  in  point  of  flavour, 
it  is  not  equal  to  thofe  raifed  in  the  hot 
houfes  in  England* 

E.  From  what  places  are  gold  and  filver 
fifhes  brought;  we  never  find  any  in  our 
lakes  or  rivers. 

C  Thefe  moft  brilliant  of  the  finny  race 
are  brought  from  the  rivers  of  Cliina :  na- 
ture feems  to  have  laviflied  all  her  bounty 

upon 
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Upon  their  fcales,  for  they  are  efteemed  but 
indifferent  food. 

E,  I  think  the  moft  beautiful  birds  are 
the  Birds  of  Paradife,  and  the  Humming 
Birds,  Of  what  countries  are  they  na- 
tives ? 

C,  Birds  of  Paradife  are  natives  of  Ter- 
nate,  one  of  the  Moluccas  or  Spice  ifland^ 
in  the  Indian  Ocean.  They  are  very  gentle, 
as  well  as  beautiful,  and  can  be  taught  to 
ling,  and  imitate  the  human  voice.  The 
humming  bird,  the  fmalleft  of  the  featlitered 
race,  is  a  native  of  Surinam.  It  flies  with 
great  rapidity,  and  its  gay  colours  glitter 
in  the  fun  ;  it  lives  like  a  bee,  by  fucking 
honey  from  the  flowers.  You  examined 
thofe  you  faw  at  Crofthwaite's  JVTufeum  lb 
minutely,  the  laft  time  we  were  at  Kefwick, 
that  I  need  not  give  you  any  farther  defcrip- 
tion. 

E,  I  was  much  pleafed  .with  the  ftory 
you  told  me  of  Omai,  who  was  brought  to 
England  by  Captain  Cook  from  Otaheite : 
pray  tell  me  where  is  Otaheite  ? 

VOL.  r*  G  C.  It 
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C.  It  is  ojie  in  a  clufter  of  iilantls  near 
the  tropic  of  Capricorn  in  the  Southern  Pa- 
erfic  Ocean.  The  i«liabitants  are  very  hanci^ 
fome  and  civilkcd.  They  are  rci^arkable  for 
their  ingenuity,  as  they  can  make  variou,<5 
kind*  of  dreiibs  and  ornaments  wijbkout 
needles,  knives,  or  fcizzars ;  tliey  can  hew 
fjone,  fell  timber,  build  houies,  and  canoesy. 
without  iron;  tools.  For  iron  tliey  fubftitute 
hai'd  wood,  and  fiih^sr  bo^es :  their  balkets 
and  filliing  lines  and  nets  are  fi-niftied with  as 
much  neatnefe,  as  tliey  can  be  miide  in-  Eu- 
rope. Poffibly  you  najay  be  pjeafed  to  hear 
of  another  curious  place,  Avhich  Captain 
CpqJ(.  vilited — I  n>ean  Kamtfchatka. 

JB.  Whata^hardnaJne!  pray  tell  i«^  wh#r^ 
it  is  ? 

C  It  lies  in  tiie  North^^m  Faciiic  Oceaii, 
and  is  fubje?6;  to  the  Eijip^roji  o£  Ruffia, 
The  cUmate  is  intenfely  cold.  For  nine 
inontha  in  the  year?  the  dneairy  r^ign  of  W:in- 
ter  continues.  The  inhaJ>itEnts  live  almoft 
intirely  upon  iiih,  which  they  catch,  and  cure 
during  their  iliort  fummeF:    in.  tlie  winter 

they 
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ttey  retreat  to  houfes  under  ground,  which 
will  contain  fevcral  fonilics.      When  they 
travel,   they  ^re  wrap^ped  up  in  furrs,  and 
are  drawn  on  fledges  by  large  rotrgh^coated 
dogs,  trained  for  tiie  purpofe,  and  haiirneflred 
like  horfes  :    thefc  fagacions  animals  draw 
their  mafters  witk  great  fwiftnefs  over  the 
foiooth  fofaee  of  the  frozen  fnbw.     Wheri 
Ca^ptai-n  Coofe  dined  with  the  governor  of 
this  comibrtliefs,  but  not  rnhofpitable  region, 
he  faw  En^ifh  knives  aiid  forks  upon  the 
table, — a  circurjaftamce  which   gsive  him  « 
pleafirig  remembrance  of  his  natit^e  country; 
and  which  ihows  to  what  remote  places  arti^ 
cles  mannafgc^red  in  Engtod  are  conveyed. 
E,    Hmv  very  curious  and  entertaining 
this  account  is !  but  although  I  Ihould  like? 
to  ride  <M  a;  ftedge,    I  think  it  wouM  be 
very  unpieafant  to  ftay  long  in  fo  cold  a 
country.     I  fuppofe  the  climate  of  the  torrid 
zone   is  ex^£i61iy   in  the    oj^pofite  extr^eme. 
Inform   me   what   counti?ii2&  are  j^aited  in 
that  hot  fituation  ? 

g2  C  One 
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C.  One  of  the  principal  is  Guinea,  upoil 
the  weftern  coaft  of  Africa.  The  natives 
called  negroes  are  completely  black ;  the 
heat  of  the  weather  is  intenfc :  the  pe- 
riodical rains  render  the  climate  very  un- 
wholefome,  yet  in  defiance  of  thefe  obfta- 
cles  to  their  enterprizing  or  avaritious  fpirit, 
hither  the  Europeans,  particularly  the  Eng- 
liili,  French,  and  Dutch  refort,  to  purchafe 
ivory,  gold  duft,  and  wretched  Haves,  who 
are  torn  from  their  deareft  connections  and 
native  land,  to  work  in  the  plantations  in 
the  Weft  Indies.  In  Guinea,  froft  and 
fnow  are  unknown.  Lilies,  tulips,  tube- 
rofes,  and  hyacinths  of  cxquifite  fragrance 
grow  wild  in  the  woods ;  but  it  is  dangerous 
to  fearch  for  them,  as  thefe  woods  are  in- 
fefted  by  lions,  tigers,  leopards,  and  fnakes. 

E.  How  happy  arc  we  who  live  in  Eng- 
land, Avhere  we  are  neither  expofed  to  the 
fcorching  heat  of  Guinea,'  nor  the  piercing 
cold  of  Kamtfchatka. 

C.    Our    climate   is   remarkable  for   its 

agreeable 
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Agreeable  temperature.  It  has  been  juftiy 
obfcrved,  that  tliere  arc  few  days  in  the 
year  lb  bad  or  inclement,  that  we  cannot 
continue  in  the  open  air  for  fome  hours  at 
leait,  without  inconvenience.  What  though 
Ceylon  may  boaft  her  groves  of  cinnamon, 
though  the  trees  of  Arabia  may  diftil  the 
molt  aromatic  gums,  and  the  orange  trees 
may  bend  with  golden  fruit  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Tasus,  vet  we  are  enabled  to  en- 
joy  all  thefe  produ6lions  by  means  of  our 
widely-extended  commerce,  without  being 
expofed  to  the  inconveniences  of  the  cli- 
mates where  they  grow.  And  this  leads 
me  to  make  what  may  be  called  the  moral 
or  patriotic  application  of  the  ftudy  of  geo- 
graphy more  immediately  to  ourfelves ;  for 
the  more  we  know  of  other  countries,  tlie 
more  we  flmll  be  induced  to  fet  a  proper 
value  upon  our  own. 

When  you  read  an  account  of  rude  and 
tmcivilifed  nations,  fuch  as  the  Negroes  and 
Indians,  who  have  the  faces  and  forms  of 
men  united  with  much  of  the  favage  difpo- 

fition 


fitioa  of  the  Mom  and  tigers  of  their  native 
wood^,  you  muft  be  fcnfible  of  the  advan- 
tages you  enjoy  in  a  country,  which  is  im- 
proved by  civilifation,  and  refined  by  the 
elegant  arts. 

And  when  you  ^.xe  iaformed  of  the  Chi- 
nefe,  a  people  both  wifp  and  ingenious, 
yet  fuperftitious,  and  given  tp  idolatry; 
or  of  the  Turks,  who  follow  the  errors 
of  Mahomet  tlieir  falfe  Prophet,  how  happy 
ought  ypu  to  think  yourfelf  that  you  are 
a  i^ative  qf  a  country  enlightened  by  di- 
via.^  truth,  and  bteflfed  with  the  toowledge 
of  the  chi'iftian  religion. 

i^J.  A,^  I  have  every  reafon  to  love  my 
native  coi^iitryj  I  ^*ft  ^^  know  more  con- 
cerning it;  that  is,  tp  be  acquainted  with 
i^  moft  vfi^m^rkaWe  places,  and  whatever  is 
cvirious^  in  them.  I  have  heard  you  talk  of 
London,  Manchefter,  and  Liverpool,  and 
other  ciUes  of  great  note,  ^nd  of  fome  coun- 
tijei^  too  in  the  eaft^rn  parts,  of  the  kingdom, 
A'^^heife  th?  furface  of  the  ground  is  aim  oft  as 
lev^lj  a^  our  lakes,  a«cl  wli^re  paftures  and 

corn- 


ccrarnifields  are  extended  without  a  fingle 
mountain  for  many  miles  together. 

C,  I  fuppofe  joia  allude  to  Lincolnihire, 
Norfolk,  and  Suffolk.  Books  of  Geography 
t^an  give  you  ample  information  upon  thefe 
fubjeBs  in  addition  to  what  they  can  teach 
you  relative  to  foreign  countries. 

E,  With  what  pleafure  fliall  I  attend  to 
Geography  In  future,  if  you  will  be  fo  kind 
as  to  continue  to  give  me  leflbns!  I  now 
begin  to  fee  my  error ;  that  which  I  once 
thought  a  dry  ftudy,  you  have  convinced  me 
is  extremely  pleafant  and  entertaimng. 

C.  I  am  very  glad  I  have  brought  you  to 
change  your  opinion,  and  make  this  confef- 
iion.  The  mode  we  wiU  tn  future  adopt, 
iliall  be  fuch,  as  I  am  perluaded,  will  in- 
-creafe  your  love  of  geography.  As  you  are 
fond  of  drawing,  you  may  turn  youi'  pencil 
to  a  good  ufe ;  you  ihall  fill  up  the  outlines 
of  the  elegant  maps  I  have  purchafed  for 
jou  :  they  are  Fatttfoih  maps  juft  fent 
me  from  London.  This  pra6lic€  of  copying 
;maps  will  render  your  ideas  of  the  relative 
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fitiiations  and  extent  of  countries  much 
clearer  than  mere  defcriptions  of  them.  As 
you  arejuftly  fo  fond  of  your  native  coun- 
try, you  Ihall  copy  the  map  of  Great  Bri- 
tain firft,  then  each  quarter  of  the  globe, 
and  then  the  complete  map  of  the  world. 

In  the  intervals  of  this  pleafmg  exercifc 
of  your  pencil,  you  ftiall  read  the  defcrip- 
tions of  the  various  manners  and  cuftoms, 
which  mark  the  natives  of  different  nations, 
and  here  fecurely  by  our  own  fire  fide  ex- 
tend your  thoughts  to  the  moft  diftant  parts 
&{  the  globe.  - 

While  fancy  like  the  finger  of  a  clock, 
Kups  the  great  circuit ;  and  is  ilill  at  home. 

CowpiEiv, 
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CHAP.  IX. 


THE  BEAUTIES  OF  A  FLOWER  GARDEN, 


CONVERSx\TION  V. 

In  a  delightful  morning,  during  the  hotteft 
part  of  the  fummer,  Emily  and  her  father 
-walked  early  in  the  garden.  The  dew-drops 
of  night  ftill  hung  glittering  on  every. leaf 
and  blolibm,  the  flowers  perfumed  the 
air  with  their  fragrance,  and  the  birds 
with  various  notes  were  fainting  the  re- 
turn of  day.  They  congratulated  each  other 
on  this  early  enjoyment  of  the  beauties 
around  them,  in  which  a  few  hours  would 
make  a  great  alteration ; .  for  they  well 
knew,    that  as   foon  as  the  fun  was  rifeii 

higher, 
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higher,  his  potent  influence  would  be  felt  by 
the  earth  and  its  produ6lions,  the  flowers 
would  begin  to  decline  their  heads,  much  of 
their  fweets  would  be  exhaled,  and  inftead  of 
remaining  in  the  open  part  of  the  garden, 
where  thefe  early  rifers  were  then  walking, 
they  muft  feek  a  refuge  from  the  fervid  rays 
under  the  thick  umbrage  oi  the  wood,  or  in 
the  cool  retreat  of  the  hermitage. 

"  Oblerve,  my  dear,^'  faid  the  Colonel  to 
Emily,  "  the  feeawtiojs  of  nature  dilplayed 
before  you  :  I  tnift  you  do  not  merely  throw 
«  tranfieRt  ^^^ce  upo^^i  them,  but  are  inclined 
to  regard  them  with  attewtion ;  that  ^vhile 
the  infpe^ioTj  and  the  perfun>e  of  flo^vers 
regale  your  fenfes,  t}:fce  refle-clions  they  fug- 
0^  may  inftprove  your  mind, 

'*  Whiat  a  fcene  of  (w'eet  tranquillity  m 
opened  by  the  view  of  a  garden!  It  is  a  re- 
treat from  th€  h«rry  of  bulinefs,  im4  the  cla- 
m(nve  of  cro\tds ;  ifcbe  various  aiKl  gay  ob- 
jecU  it  prefents  ^e  ealctdated  to  difefe  a 
ibft  comf  laceDcy  over  the  mind,  and  to  in- 
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fy]re  it  with  cheerful nefs.  In  a  garden,  fome 
of  the  wifeft  and  beft  of  men  have  fought  and 
found  the  trueft  enjoyment  of  themfelves,  and 
in  Paradife,  which  means  a  garden,  our  firll 
parents,  while  pure  and  innocent,  ihared 
that  delight,  wliich  made  of  earth  a  heaven." 

*'  Your  praife  of  a  garden,  cannot,  I  think,'* 
faid  Emily,  ^'  be  better  applied  than  to  our 
own  at  this  feafon.  The  gardener  has  fol- 
lowed your  directions  very  exa^ly;  we  have 
here  every  kind  of  flower  the  foil  will  admit 
growing  in  thefe  borders,  and  in  no  fummei' 
did  I  ever  fee  them  blooming  in  greater 
beauty,  or  profufion. 

C.  One  of  the  raoft  ftriking  characleriftics 
of  flowers  is  their  vaj^iety.  They  ihow  the 
hand  of  a  conlummate  defigner,  who  requires 
not  to  have  recourfe  to  the  repetition  of  the 
fame  eflfort  to  prove  his  Ikill.  There  ia 
diverfity  in  tliem  without  confufion,  and 
elegance  without  famenefs :  they  difplay  a 
fertility  of  invention  in  their  plan,  and  a  deli- 
cacy of  pencilling  in  their  execution,  wlich 
may  excite  wonder,  but  defy  imitation. 

E.  The 
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E,  The  colours  of  flowers  are  as  pleafing 
to  the  eye  as  their  variety;  how  rich^  how 
lively  they  are ! 

C.  The  colours  of  fome  flov/ers  are  Itrong, 
others  are  faint ;  fome  are  fpotted,  others  are 
ftriped,  but  whether  their  tints  are  blended 
together,  or  are  diftinct  and  contralted,  they 
arc  fo  diftributed,  as  to  delight  the  be- 
holder. There  is  a  ftile  of  colouring  appa- 
rent in  them,  which  fhows  the  excellency  of 
Nature  in  thefe  moft  tender  of  her  works. 
In  point  of  richnefs  and  livelinefs,  thefe  co- 
lours can  only  be  compared  to  the  tranfient 
tints  given  to  the  clouds  by  the  morning  and 
evening  fun,  or  the  plumage  which  adorns 
the  peacock  and  the  pheaiant.  What  are 
the  iineft  colours  of  the  painter,  what  thofe 
of  the  richeft  Gobelin  or  Eruffels  tapeftry, 
compared  to  thofe  of  Nature !  Van  Pluy- 
fum  muft  drop  his  pencil,  and  ^lifs  Linwood 
her  needle,  and  confefs  the  inability  of  art 
to  produce  an  adequate  imitation  of  nature. 
Place  a  flower  by  the  fide  of  its  moft  admired 

copy, 
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copy,  and  you  will  inftantly  difcbver  the  wide 
difference  between  them. 

— : Who  can  paint 


Like  Nature?  Can  Imagination  boaft 
Amid  its  gay  creation,  hues  like  her's  ? 
Or  can  it  mix  them  with  that  matchlefs  fkilf, 
And  lofe  them  in  each  other,  as  appears 
In  every  bud  that  blows  ? 

Obfervc  with  particular  attention  the  calyx 
or  cup,  and  the  leaves  on  the  ftalks  of 
flowers,  and  you  will  fee  that  they, both  con- 
tribute to  heighten  the  luftre  of  the  gay 
colours  of  tlie  petals  by  a  contraft  with  the 
green ;  this  effecl  would  not  be  produced, 
if  the  petals  of  flowers  Vv-ere  green,  as  well 
as  the  leaves,  which  I  believe  is  very,  rarely 
the  cafe. 

E.  How^  delicious,  is  the  fragrance  of 
rofes,  and  yet  how  much  it  differs  from  that 
of  other  flowers? 

C.  The  fweets  exhaled  from  the  rofe,  the 
violet,  and  the  carnatioji,  are  eommon  fub- 
je6i;s  of  praife.     They  are  diftributed  in  iach 
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tiice  proportions  as  Jieither  to  tantalize  the 
fenfe  by  their  fcantinefs,  nor  furteit  it  by 
their  excefs.  With  refpe6l  to  the  time,  when 
they  are  diffufed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be 
molt  gratifying,  does  not  kind  Nature  feem, 
as  it  were,  to  confult  our  convenience?  If 
you  wiik  to  lieek  health  in  your  early  walk, 
and  inhale  the  bahny  breezes  of  the  rnorn, 
then  the  rofc  and  the  jelTamine  emit  their 
choiceft  fvveets :  if  ymi  enjoy  the  coolnefs  of 
the  evening  air,  p^ctitiar  fragrance  is  thef* 
bi^athe<$  from  the  tuberofe,  the  jonquil,  the 
honey fuckle,  the  night  fewering  eatieh-fly, 
/i^ne  noB^iJhra,  and  the  ci^mpion  euckoT^ 
flower,  lychnis  t^efperfim.  I  introduce  to 
your  notice  thefe  Latin  names^,  as^  they  are? 
ufed  in  botany,  ahm  you'  may  early  be  ac- 
cuftomed  to  them. 

E,  I  fee  a  pleafmg  variety  in  all  the  works 
of  n£0ture  with;  which  I  am  acquainted;:  it 
prevails  in  the  different  kinds  of  Mrda; 
beafts,  and  fifties,  and  feems  to  extend  to 
ftowepsi 

C   It  ceil^inliy/  (k>es ;  it  is  obfervatble  m 
6  their 
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iJieS?  foi'ms  and  figures ;  each  is  of  a  fige 
belt  ackpted  to  the  p^'oportioft  of  the  re- 
ipe6:ive  parts,  from  the.  towering  fuivflower 
and  hollyhock  to  the  humble  violet  and 
lily  of  the  valley.  Some  flowers  fweli  into 
a  cup,  others  hartg  as  a  bell- ;  ikme^  are  ex- 
panded; into  a  Mt  for&ce,  othei's  are  gronpecl 
in  a  cluiter.  The  fo^vers  placed  ivpon  dif- 
ferent ftalks  aiiti^ie  diffe^^ent  attitudes;  m^ 
two  of  them  hang  excK^ly  in  the  fame  pofi- 
tion,  yet  each  is  pendant  with  a  grace  pecu- 
liar to  itfelf,  and  you  may  trace  the  line  of 
beauty  m  them  all. 

E.  I  do-  not  think  I  fliould  be  ^  highly 
pleafcd  tt>  fee  all  flowers  blowing  at  the  fame 
time,  as  I  am  with  tlieir  regular  fucceffion. 

C.  Your  remark  relates  to  a  fiibje^fc  which 
Ihows  the  wi^  economy  of  nature.  Flowers 
are  adapted  to  the  different  feaf6n^  of  the 
year :  they  are  not  crowded  around  us  in 
laviftt.  pFoi\ifion  all  at  once,  but  many  dif- 
ferent fpecies  follou'  each  otlier,  ftoni  the 
earlieft/  da-wn  of  ipi^iiig  to  tlie  clofe  of  autumn. 

Tiic 
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The  fnow-drop,  crocus,  and  aconite,  lead^ 
the  train  of  Flora ;  then  the  ftock-gilliflower, 
hyacinth,  fweet-pea,  pink,  auricula,  ane- 
mone, lily  of  the  valley,  carnation,  tulip, 
ranunculus,  jonquil,  and  others  fucceed. 
Theie  bloom  as  the  fummer  advances,  and 
the  beams  of  the  fun  give  more  lively  and 
varied  colours.  Autumn  boafts  her  gay  pro- 
geny in  fun-flowers,  marigolds,  tuberofes, 
ftocks,  and  afters,  and  many  others,  whicli 
feem  reluclantly  to  furrender  their  fading 
petals  to  the  chilling  blafts  and  frofts  of 
the  declining  year.  Who  does  not  pluck 
thefe  fucceffive  flowers 'v\ith  delight?  What 
poet  from  Homer  to  Darwin  has  not  fung 
tlieir  praife  with  tranfport,  and  the  pleafure 
which  the  poet  takes  in  defcribing  them, 
can  only  yield  to  that  which  animates 
his  fong,  when  he  celebrates  tlie  fair  who 
adorns  herfelf  with  them. 

E.  Do  you  think  that  all  perfons  take  as 
much  pleafure  in  flowers  as  we  do  ? 

C.  As  time  purfues  its  courfe,  the  fafliions 

of 
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of  mankind  vary,  and  in  all  human  inven- 
tions not  only  novelty  but  caprice  is  found 
to  prevail.  That  this  is  not  the  cafe  with 
refpe^t  to  the  produ6tions  of  nature  may  be 
proved  by  tjie  continual  fondnefs  for  flowers 
in  every  age  and  country.  It  pervades  all 
ranks,  from  the  lady  of  fafliion,  adorned  with 
the  coftly  bouquet  at  Chriftmas,  to  the  cot- 
tage children,  who  unbidden  rove  the  woods 
and  meadows  to  gather  the  primrofes  and 
violets  of  the  fpring, 

E.  If  I  cannot  fee  flowers  growing  in 
the  garden,  I  have  no  fmall  pleafure  in  fee- 
ing good  imitations  of  them  in  cut  paper, 
drawings,  or  paintings. 

C.  This  is  very  natural,  for  of  fuch  objefts 
every  tolerable  refemblance  aflbrds  pleafure. 
We  fee  them  reprefented  by  the  archite6t 
upon  the  capitals,  cornices,  and  frieze  ot 
buildings :  the  carver  imitates  them  in  the 
lighter  ornaments  of  wood,  where  the  deli- 
cacy of  their  forms  makes  amends,  in  fome 
degree,  for  the  want  of  fuitable  colours, 
i'lowers  too  give  beauty  to  embroidery,  and 

VOL.- 1.  11  the 
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the  light  drapery  of  the  fair  borrows  efe-^ 
gance  from  a  fprig  of  jeffamine,  or  a  wreath 
of  myrtle.  And  to  prove  your  fondnefs  for 
imitating  flowers,  I  remember  how  delighted 
you  were  when  I  firft  gave  you  a  pencil  and 
colours  to  draw  and  paint  them. 

E.  Of  what  particular  fubitances  are 
flowers  made? 

C.  This  is  a  queftion,  like  many  others. 
that  relate  to  the  works  of  Nature,  not  eafdy 
anfwered.  I  had  once  fome  converfation 
with  a  chemift  upon  the  fnbjecl.  He  told 
me  they  all  conflfted  of  the  fame  common 
principles,  that  is,  calcareous  earth,  oil,  wa- 
ter, and  air,  with  a  quantity  of  iron,  to  which- 
they  owe  their  colours.  But  h^  could  not  in- 
form me  how  the  dififcrence  between  flowers 
was  produced ;  tliis  was  a  fecret  of  Nature? 
as  unknown  to  him  as  to  iiie.  He  could  not 
inftru6l  me  in  what  manner,  or  in  what  pro- 
portions the  earth,  air,  dews,  rains,  and  th& 
fun  contribute  to  the  formation  of  vegetables, 
and  affift  their  progrefs  to  maturity.  We  fee 
efe8s,  my  Emily,  but  we  muft  be  content  tq 

. .  remain 
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ieniain  ignorant  of  caufcs,  and  the  fcientific 
botaniit,  who  can  refer  every  plant  to  its 
proper  clafs,  as  well  as  the  illiterate  gardener 
who  rears  it,  muft  be  equally  loft  in  admira- 
tion of  the  myfterious  works  of  God. 

E.  I  obferve  a  number  of  double  flowers 
in  the  garden  ;  are  there  none  growing  wild 
in  the  fields  ? 

C.  They  are  only  the  pi'odu€e  of  the  rich 
foil  of  gardens :  they  become  double  by  change 
of  nouriihment,  and  are  confidered  merely  as 
Ihe  fports  of  nature. 

E.  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  exprefs  to  you  wdiat 
dilappointment  I  felt  yefterday  morning:  I 
came  here  intending  to  pluck  a  full-blown 
rofe,  and  I  found  half  its  petals  had  fallen 
to  the  ground. 

G.  This  difappointment  fuggefts  to  me  a 
reflection,  which  throws  a  gloom  over  the  gay 
profpe6i;  of  the  flower-garden.  Beautiful  as 
are  the  colours  of  flowers,  and  delicious  as 
are  their  perfumes,  how  tranfient  is  their 
exiftenc»,  meafured  fometimes  by  a  few  days, 
©r  weeks  at  moft.     Revifit  our  borders,  now 
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fo  gay  with  newly-blown  flowers,  a  little  time 
hence;  and  you  will  feek  for  them  too  late. 
Nor  is  their  mortality  the  effe^l;  of  rude 
blafts,  or  of  winter,  but  their  fixed  period 
comes,  and  the  pride  of  the  garden  is  no 
more. 

Thus  does  the  lark  foar  on  high  to  falute 
the  fun  with  her  early  long;  and  thus  the 
nightingale,  concealed  in  fhadcs,  thrills  her 
note  through  the  grove :  when  their  appointed 
feafon  is  once  paffed,  mute  is  the  melody  of 
the  feathered  race,  and  mixed  with  the  diift 
of  the  earth  are  the  fhort-lived  flowers. 


Sweet  blufhing  Rofe,  I  moiimM  for  thee, 
Once  pendent  from  the  mofiy  thorn, 
To  think  how  brief  thy  deftiny. 
How  foon  thy  fading  flowers  were  gone  I 

II. 

Emblem  of  Beauty's  tranfient  bloom. 
That  grac'd  my  Anna  good  as  fairj 
I  gave  her  to  the  filent  tomb, 
^nd  wifli'd  that  lilent  tomb  to  (hare. 

III.  forgetful, 
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III. 

Forgetful,  that  the  loveiieft  {ontts. 
Like  rainbow  colours  of  the  iky. 
Bright  harbingers  of  vernal  ftorms. 
Shine  but  to  be  admir'd,  and  die. 

Forgetful,  that  the  fovereign  Lord, 
Who  lent  her  fweets  to  us  below. 
Will  wake  her  with  his  potent  word. 
And  youth  unfading  will  beftow. 

V. 

On  feraphs'  wings  flie  will  arife. 
To  join  her  kindred  choir  above ; 
Will  bloom  an  Angel  in  the  fkies, 
Blefs'd  with  her  Saviour's  endlefs  love. 

The  Colonel  repeated  thefe  lines  in  a 
mournful  tone,  which  brought  the  tears  of  ibr- 
rowful  aifedion  into  the  eyes  of  Emily,  at 
the  remembrance  of  her  mother— the  fubje6fc 
of  the  plaintive  and  pious  ftrains.  After  a 
ihort  paufe,  flie  refumed  the  converfation, 
wiihing  to  check  her  father's  purfuit  of  a 
fubje6l  fo  dear,  yet  fo  painful  to  her  own 
heart  as  well  as  to  his. 

E.  I 


E.  I  obferve  the  feeds  and  roots  of  flowers 
are  brought ^froin  one  garden  t<3  another : 
where  are  theytt)  be  found  gTOwing  wild, 
and  m  a  perfectly  natural  ftate? 

C.  Flowers  are  the  offspring  of  various 
foils  and  climates,  and  molt  of  them  were 
brought  from  foreign  countries,  and  natu- 
ralifed  in  England.  The  auricula  is,  I  be- 
lieve, ei  native  of  Egypt,  the  pink  and  the 
carnation  were  brought  from  Italy,  the  lily 
from  Syria ;  and  your  favourite,  the  common 
jelfamine,  that  climbs  up  to  your  chamber 
window,  from  the  Eaft  Indies.  For  fome 
of  the  moft  elegant  fpecies  of  rofes  we  are 
indebted  to  France,  North  America,  the 
Levant,  and  China.  None  of  the  tulips, 
SLud  only  a  few  fpecies  of  the  ariemone,  are 
natives  of  this  ifland.  Many  of  the  ftocks 
^,re  foreigners,  fo  are  all  the  paffion  flowers, 
and  many  of  the  violets.  The  only  fpecies 
of  Digitalis^  or  Fox  glove,  which  is  not  an 
exotic,  is  the  purpurea;  this  in  the  months 
of  June  and  July  is  a  great  ornament  to  our 
road-fldes  and  hedges.     The  daify,  belli^  per 

fennis^ 


^HE    FLOWER    GARDEN.  V03 

Tenuis^  the  dog  rofe,  rqfa  c'ariina,  and  the 
lioneyiackle,  lonicera  caprijoUiim,  the  water- 
lily,  7iymplma  alba,  which  opens  in  the  morn- 
ing and  clofes  in  the  evening,  are  natives  of 
England,  and  are  fome  of  the  moft  beauti- 
ful of  our  wild  flowers. 

The  poet  Cowper  obferves  in  a  line, 
which,  though  profaic,  conveys  a  very  juft 
remark 

"  Who  loves  a  garden,  loves  a  green-houfe  too. 

And  this  elegant  appendage  to  a  garden  owes 
much  of  its  beauty  to  the  aloe,  the  myrtle^ 
the  cereus,  the  mefymbrianthemum,  and  the 
geranium,  which  are  natives  of  warmer  cli- 
mates. Of  the  numerous  ejic^,  or  heathsj 
which  faOiion  has  lately  introduced  into 
green-houfes,  I  believe  not  more  than  four 
are  to  be  found  upon  our  mountains. 

E,  What  is  the  particular  ufe  of  flowers  ? 

C.  To  infpire  us  Avith  cheerfulnefs,  to 
pleafe  our  fight  and  fmell,  and  more  efpecially 
to  excite  our  gratitude  to  the  benevolent 
Giver  of  all  things.     Duly  impreffed  by  fuch 

a  fen- 
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a  fentiment,  we  ftiall  not  merely  throw  a 
fuperficial  glance  upon  the  objects  that  fur- 
round  us,  but  lliaU  derive  fome  ufeful  in* 
ftru6tion  from  almoft  every  walk  we  take ; 
even  a  daify  or  a  cowflip  will  teach  us  a  mo- 
ral  lelTon ; 

This  our  life  exempt  from  public  haunt 

Finds  tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running  brooks^ 

Sermons  in  ftoues,  and  good  in  every  thing. 

If  the  great  and  wife  Creator  has  fo  regarded 
the  lily  of  the  field,  that  even  Solomon,  the 
rnoft  powerful  king  of  Ifrael,  when  appear- 
ing in  his  robes  of  ftate,  was  not  fo  ele- 
gantly  dreiTed ;  how  much  more,  as  we  arc 
affured  by  our  blefled  Saviour  himfelf,  will 
his  providential  care  be  extended  to  us,  if 
we  ftudy  to  obey  his  commands  ? 

Thefe  remarks  I  hope  will  rather  excite 
than  fatisfy  your  curiolity,  as  I  wifli  you  not 
to  reft  contented  with  a  little  knowledge  as 
a  florift,  but  to  afpire  to  the  more  extenfive 
and  fcientific  information  of  a  botanift, 
Yqu  are,   I  hope,  eager  to  pafs  beyond  the 

bpund§ 
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bounds  of  the  garden,  to  wander  in  the  more 
fpacious  and  luxuriantly  wild  garden  of  Na- 
ture :  of  this  pleafure  I  promife  you  the  full 
enjoyment :  we  will  range  the  woods,  de- 
fcend  into  the  vales,  and  climb  the  moun- 
tains together,  and  I  ihall  be  happy  to  Ihow 
you  with  what  care  Nature  adapts  her  pro- 
duce to  various  foils,  and  how  liberal  Ihe 
is  in  beftowing  upon  this  our  native  county 
of  Cumberland  many  fpecies  of  plants  not  to 
be  found  in  the  more  fouthern  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 


CHAP- 


PHAP.  X, 


Mark  the  pious  prieft, 


Content  he  treads  the  path  of  humble  life, 
^nd  like  the  glorious  Mafter  whom  he  ferves. 
At  once  fupplies  the  leffon,  and  example  : 
Each  word  is  mildnefs,  and  each  adion  love  ; 
He  forms  a  train  of  followers  like  himfclf, 
'fo  ilrive  for  crowns  immortal.  A, 


What  is  truly  ufcfiil  and  excellent  is  al- 
ways prized  in  proportion  to  its  rarity,  and 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  it.  To  know  the 
juft  value  of  good  neighbours,  a  perfon  muft 
refide  in  a  retired  place  where  few  are  to  be 
found  within  the  compafs  of  feveral  miles. 
Colonel  Lorton  was  fortunate  in  having  one 
neighbour  whofe  excellence  made  him  ample 
amends  for  the  want  of  more — this  was  the 
Reverend  Do6bor  Harriot,  the  curate  of  the 
parilh. 

Do6lor 
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Do6lor  Marriot  had  been  brought  up  in 
the  feyere  and  hardy  fchool  ot  indigence; 
jand  altiiough  he  had  been  compelled  to 
fubmit  to  many  privations  of  eafe  and 
luxury,  he  had  formed  habits  moft  ufeful  in 
life- — thofe  of  diligence  and  economy.  He 
was  enabled  by  the  kindnefs  of  fome  friends 
to  finifli  his  education  at  the  univerfity,  and 
to  obtain  holy  orders.  He  married  without 
any  profpect  of  an  income  beyond  the  cu- 
racy of  the  pariih  where  he  refided,  and  a 
fcanty  falary  arifmg  from  one  of  thofe  fmall 
endowed  fchools  common  in  the  North  of 
Endand,  to  which  the  villa^ye  children  are 
fent  for  gratuitous  education.  He  was  gentle 
in  manners,  his  eyes  beamed  with  good-na- 
ture, and  his  heart  expanded  with  charity. 
No  fports  of  the  field,  or  amufements  at 
home,  ever  interrupted  the  difcharge  of  his 
duties;  he  inftru^led  the  young,  and  he 
cheered  the  old  ;  he  reconciled  thofe  who 
were  at  variance ;  he  was  the  comforter  of 
the  fick,  and  the  friend  of  the  poor.  Such 
iCondu6t  endeared    hiip   to   all   who  knew 

him. 


Ilim,  As  he  TvalRed  through  the  villa^  he 
was  often  greeted  mth  the  bleffings,  and  al- 
-ways  with  the  gi-ateful  falutations  of  aU  he 
met. 

His  fermons  were  dire6^ed  to  the  moft 
afcful  topics  of  practical  rehgion;  they 
were  expreiFed  in  very  plain  yet  nervous 
language,  and  brought  home  to  the  feelings 
of  his  attentive  audience  by  a  peculiar  ear- 
neftnefs  of  manner.  Colonel  Lorton,  who 
was  his  conftant  hearer,  failed  not  ta  de^ 
live  both  from  his  difcourfes  and  converfa- 
tions,  many  uieful  hints  for  the  inftru(^tioB 
of  his  daughter,  of  which  evident  traces  are 
to  be  found,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  par- 
ticularly in  his  Converfations  and  Letters  to 
hei'  upon  fubje^ts  of  religion. 

Doctor  Marriot  loved  folitude,  and  his  fa- 
vourite fcene  of  contemplation,  whenever  he 
had  leifure,  was  within  his  church.  There 
he  fometimes  walked  till  the  iliades  of  even- 
ing clofed  in  darknefs :  he  paced  flo>\ly  up 
and  down  the  facred  place,  while  the  file  nee 
that  reigned  around,  was  intcrFiLptcd  only 

by 
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by  the  clock  ftriking  the  hour  with  ibleiiia 
founds,  and  remiudiiig  liim  that  it  >vas  time 
to  depart 

His  foiidiiefs  for  fucii  retirement  may  be 
imputed  to  a  romantic,  but  it  was  not  ow- 
ing to  a  melancholy  turu  of  mind.  It  gave 
iiimfmgular  pleafure  to  feckide  himfelf  where. 
Without  interruption,  he  could  piuluctJie 
courfe  of  his  own  ideas  :  he  was  capable  in 
an  extraordinary  degree  of  mental  exertion 
•and  mental  abftrattion;  3'et  his  meditations 
were  not  more  fublime  tiian  edifying,  tor 
he  was  fond  of  fearing  from  reflections  on 
the  vanity  of  all  human  affairs^  and  the  mi- 
certainty  of  human  life, — topics  fuggefted  by 
tlie  repolitories  of  death  ai'ound  him,  to 
the  tiioughts  of  immortality,  and  the  happi- 
iiefs  of  heaven. 


CHAP. 


CHAP  Xt 


His  years  but  young,  but  his  experience  old  J 
His  head  urtmellow'd,  but  his  judgment  ripe J[ 
And  in  a  word,  far  far  behind  his  worth. 
Come  all  the  praifes  that  I  now  beftow. 
He  is  complete  in  feature  and  in  mind, 
With  all  good  grace  to  grace  a  gentleman. 

ShakeS^eaee* 


Edward  was  the  only  child  of  Doctor  and 
Mrs.  Harriot,  who  brought  him  up  tenderly, 
yet  without  any  improper  indulgence.  He 
was  h^dndfome  in  perfon,  and  engaging  in  his 
manners ;  he  poiTeired  a  lively  fancy,  and  a 
corre6l  judgment,  which  if  they  did  hot  con- 
ftitute  genius,  at  leaft  marked  an  intellect  of 
no  common  order.  His  mind  was  well  cul- 
tivated by  his  father,  who  inftru6ted  him  in 
the  principles  of  antieni  learning  and  fci- 
ence.  His  temper  was  mild  like  that  of  his 
father,   but  his  difpofition  was  far  more  en- 

terprizing. 


lerprizing.  Fond  as  he  was  of  all  ruraf 
fports,  he  never  allowed  them  to  mterrupt 
the  courfe  of  his  ftudies.  Where  the  river 
foamed  and  forced  its  way  over  the  brokeii; 
fragments  of  rocks,  or  formed  a  deep  and 
filent  abyfs  were  his  ftations  for  fifhing, 
often  regardlefs  of  the  heavy  rains ;  and  he 
roamed  over  the  mountains,  and  through  the 
vallies  heedlefs  of  danger  or  diftance,  in 
queft  of  game.  So  keen  and  expert  a  fportl- 
man  did  he  become,  that  he  caught  many  of 
the  fineft  fillies  of  the  lakes  and  rivers,  and 
few  birds  at  which  he  difcharged  his  gun, 
Gould  efcape  his  fteady  aim. 

It  was  the  great  objecl  of  Doctor  ]\Iar- 
riot's  endeavours  to  give  his  fon  fuch  an 
education  as  to  qualify  him  for  the  profei- 
fion  of  a  clergyman,  and  he  praclifed  the 
moft  rigid  economy  in  his  own  family,  m 
order  to  afford  him  the  advantage  of  com- 
pleting his  ftudies  in  the  univerfity.  Dur- 
ing Edward's  refidence  in  college,  his  frank 
and  Ibciable  dilpofition  gained  him  admif- 
iion  into  good  company,   and  iliunning  as 

much 
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much  from  inclination  as  motives  of  pru- 
dencCy  thofe  intemperate  parties  which  af- 
filming  the  maik  of  pleafure,  ultimately  ex- 
pofe  thoughtlefs  youths  to  punilhment  and 
diftrefs,  he  fought  for  rational  and  improv- 
ing fociety.  To  his  feniors  he  was  refpecl- 
ful  and  attentive,  and  among  his  compa- 
nions a  prime  favourite,  for  no  one  was 
more  cheerful  or  inoffenfive ;  no  one  could 
fing  a  better  fong,  or  tell  a  more  plealant 
ftory. 

Of  all  his  ftudics  the  moft  attractive  was 
hiftory.  The  works  of  the  belt  Greek  and 
Roman  writers,  in  which  are  defcribed  the 
memcrable  a6lions  of  the  heroes  of  antiquity, 
he  read  with  great  attention.  But  that 
branch  of  biography  was  his  moft  favourite 
purfuit,  which  related  to  the  illuftrious  cha- 
ra6lers  of  our  own  country. 

Great  was  the  admiration  of  the  conduct 
of  Sir  Philip  Sidney^  in  the  clofing  fcene  of 
life,  when  fainting  and  thirfty,  he  offered 
the  cup  of  water  brought  for  himfelf  to  the 
dying  foidier*     He  lamented  tlie  untimely 

fall 
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fall  of  the  gallant  IVoIfc,  flam  in  the  mo- 
ment of  victory  ;  and  he  mourned  the  lofs  of 
the  humane  and  adventurous  Howard,  who 
after  traverling  many  diftant  parts  of  the 
globe  to  alleviate  the  fuiferings  of  prifoners, 
fell  a  facrifice  to  his  ardent  philanthropy. 
In  every  fuch  biographic  fcene,  fired  with 
the  greateft  ardour  of  youth,  he  fancied  him- 
felf  an  a6lor,  and  thought  the  glory  of  a  true 
heroe  cheaply  purchafed  at  the  expenfe  of 
toil  and  danger,  and  even  of  life  itfelf.  He 
became  impatient  to  mix  in  the  bufy  world, 
that  he  might  imitate  thole  illuftrious  ex- 
amples of  virtue,  he  was  ever  ready  to  ap- 
plaud and  admire.  That  thefe  fair  bloflbms 
of  his  education  were  matured  into  the  fruits 
of  excellence,  the  fubfequent  actions  of  his 
life  will  fufficiently  prove. 


VOL,  I. 
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• Mctliinks  I  feel  my  heart  on  fire, 

My  breaft  is  adamant,  my  thoughts  have  wlngs^ 
To  bear  me  to  yorr  azure  riclds  of  hcav'n.: 
Call  I  notfeek  the  eagle  in  his  eyry, 
PerchM  on  the  fummit  of  KiHarney*^s  eraggs  i 
Or  led  by  pity  break  the  captivti's  chain^ 
Who  many  a  year  has  figh'd  for  native  homc^ 
'That  mock'd  his  dreams?  Such  is  the  wiHi  of  youths 
Whofe  fancy  roams  through  the  wide  field  of  actiuix. 
And  like  the  generous  courfer  fcorns  all  bounds, 
That  Hop  hi?  fwift  career. • ■      A. 


1  HE  following  occurrence  which  afforded  to 
Edward  Marriot  an  opportunity  of  beginning 
his  courfe  of  intrepidity  and  ufeful  exertion, 
gave  a  peculiar  turn  to  his  mind,  and  had 
no  fmall  influence  on  his  happinefs. 

There  was,  according  to  annual  cuftom, 

a  rigatta  and  boat  race  upon  Kelwick  Lake. 

It   was    attended  by  a  great  concourfe  of 

6  fpe^lators, 
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fj:>e6l:ators,  and  among  the  company  who  re- 
forted  lliither,  were  the  Lorton  and  Marriol 
families.  At  the  fignal  given  by  firing  a 
gun,  a  number  of  boats  ftarted  from  the 
Ihorc  to  row  around  i^ockliniyton  I  Hand  for 
the  prize.  The  numerous  veiiels  of  different 
fizes  dreit'ed  up  with  coloured  Streamers  and 
flags,  and  filled  with  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
variegated  the  furface  of  tlie  lake,  and  tlie 
dailiing  of  the  oars,  and  the  merriment  of 
the  company  re  founded  on  all  fides.  Emily 
Lorton  was  with  a  party  in  one  boat,  and 
Edward  Alarriot  not  far  diltant  in  another. 

Ip  the  afternoon,  the  weather  became  vm* 
favourable,  the  fun  was  obfcured,  the  dark 
clouds  arofe  in  threatening  array  from  Bor~ 
rowdale,  the  wii^d  founded  hollow,  tha 
mountains  w^ere  concealed  in  thick  mift^, 
and  the  fcream  of  the  water  fowls,  the  cer- 
tain indication  of  an  approaching  ftorm,  w*as 
heard,  as  they  pafTed  over  in  rapid  flight 
The  lake  began  to  rife  in  large  waves,  and 
fwelled  in  violent  agitation  :  the  flaihes  of 
lightening  were  vivid,  and  the  thunder  rolled? 
I  ,9  in 
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ill  lengthened  peals,  cliftincVly  re-echoed 
feveral  times  by  the  mountains,  after  inter- 
vals of  awful  filence. 

By  fome  unlkilfulnefs,  or  hurry  in  the 
management  of  the  boat,  in  which  Emily 
w  as,  one  fide  was  expofed  to  the  waves,  the 
water  rullied  in  full  flow,  and  the  boat  was 
upfet.  Emily,  the  only  lady  on  that  lide 
the  boat,  gave  a  loud  fcream  as  Ihe  fell;  her 
terrified  companions  were  wholly  occupied  in 
providing  for  their  own  fafety,  and  waded 
to  the  land  wdthout  regarding  the  finking 
fair  one.  But  her  cries  were  not  uttered  in- 
vain;  they  infiantly  drew  the  attention  of 
young  IVIarriot  to  her ;  he  fprang  from  his 
boat  into  the  lake,  feized  the  fainting  Emily, 
and  witli  fome  flight  afliftance  from  his 
party,  conveyed  her  to  a  houfe  near  the 
fliore. 

•  Her  spirits  were  violently  agitated  by  this 
accident,  and  flie  was  for  a  fliort  time  indif- 
pofed.  Her  thanks  to  Providence  for  her 
efcape  were  ardent,  and  often  repeated,  and 
when.flie  thought  of  her  youthful  preferver, 

there 
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there  was  a  fentiinent  which  mingled  with 
the  recollection  of  his  promptitude,  courage, 
and  humanity  ;  fay  ye  fagacious  Cafuifts, — 
ought  it  to  be  called  efteem,  gratitude,  or 
friendfliip ;  or  can  it  be  beft  expreifed  by 
the  moft  tender  and  endearing  of  all  appel- 
lations ? 

Nor  w^as  young  Harriot  lefs  afFe6ted  by 
what  had  happened.  He  had  always  re- 
garded Mifs  Lorton  wdth  admiration;  but 
on  account  of  the  wide  difterence  of  their 
fituations;  himfelf  the  fon  of  an  obfcure 
clergyman,  without  fortune  or  preferment ; 
— fhe  the  only  h  d  and  heirefs  of  a  diftin- 
guiilied  officer  who  prided  himfelf  upon  the 
antiquity,  as  well  as  the  property  of  his 
family ;  and  more  than  all  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  when  he  thought  of  her  perfonal 
charms  and  excellent  qualities  of  mind,  he 
regarded  her  rather  as  an  angel,  than  a  mor- 
tal, moving  in  a  fphere  far  above  fuch  as  he 
could  ever  afpire  to. 

From  this  time  he  was  requefted  with 
particular  carneftnels  by  Colonel  Lorton  to 

be 
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be  a  frequent  vifitor  at  his  houfe ;  and  this  eir- 
cumftance,  as  it  gave  him  opportunities  of 
converfmg  with  Emily,  increafed  the  rifmg 
flame  of  his  attachment.  AVhen  Ihe  thanked 
him  for  having  preferved  her  hfe,  the 
tone  of  her  voice,  her  grateful  manner,  and 
her  exprefTive  eyes  gliftening  with  tears, 
fo  fully  convinced  him  of  her  fenfibility,  that 
he  thought  himfelf  fure  of  her  pity,  however 
he  might  fail  of  her  love.  He  encouraged 
the  pallion,  which  he  dared  not  to  avow; 
unceafmgly  he  nourilhed  it  with  the  moil 
tender  thoughts ;  and  indulged  his  fancy  with 
the  fweet  illulions  natural  to  a  tirft  attach- 
ment. To  enjoy  the  fociety  of  Emily,  to  fee 
her  fmile,  to  hear  her  converfe,  feemed  to 
him  the  only  objects  that  made  his  Hie  pre- 
cious, When  abfent  from  Lorton  A^ale,  he 
ronfidered  himfelf  as  banilhed  from  the  Gar- 
den of  Eden  ;  the  lovely  form  of  Emily  was 
ever  prefent  to  his  mind,  and  no  company, 
however  lively  or  gay,  equalled  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  luxury  of  tinding  out  fome  folitary 
place  • — the  fliade  of  a  wood^  or  the  banks  'of 

a  mur- 
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a  murmuring  rivulet,  and  there  meditating 
on  her  charms. 

He  often  wiftied  himfelf  a  monarch,  that 
he  might  have  the  merit  of  offering  himfelf> 
and  every  appendage  of  royalty  to  her  ac- 
ceptance :  yet  fo  humble  did  lie  think  his 
aCtual  condition,  and  Co  trivial  his  preten- 
lions  to  her  favour,  that  he  had  not  the 
llighteft  hope  of  being  entitled  to  any  higher 
privilege  than  a  (hare  of  thofe  fmiles  of  affa- 
bility, and  exprellions  of  benevolence,  which 
Hie  beftowed  with  native  goodnefs  on  all 
around  her. 

The  families  exchanged  feveral  vifits,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  the  young  friends 
amufed  tliemfelves  and  the  company,  with 
little  concerts.  Emily  had  an  excellent  ear 
for  mufic,  and  touched  the  piano^forte 
with  neatnefs  and  delicacy  of  execution  ;  her 
voice  gave  the  fineft  expreffion  to  every 
note  of  the  compofer,  and  was  peculiarly 
fuited  for  rapturous  piety,  and  tender  fenti- 
ment :  her  execution  of  an  air  of  Handel  or 
a   Scotch  long   could  hardly  be  furpaflfed. 

Edward 
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Edward  played  on  the  flute  and  clarinet, 
and  although  he  was  a  felt- taught  mufician, 
he  managed  thefc  inftruments  with  tafte  and 
(kill.  It  was  however  remarked  by  the  Co- 
lonel, that  the  young  friends  when  playing 
together,  feldom  kept  good  time  ;  the  truth 
was,  they  were  thinking  too  much  of  each 
other  to  do  jufticc  to  their  mufic. 

A  walk  in  the  garden  led  Edward  and 
Emily  to  make  fome  remarks  on  the  flowers 
then  blooming,  in  the  pride  of  June,  ^'  Of 
all  flowers,"  fajd  Emily,  as  Edward  plucked 
and  prefented  to  her  a  half-blown  rofe,  '^  this 
I  moft  admire;  its  petals  fire  fo  finely 
formed,  its  colours  are  fo  clear,  and  tender, 
and  its  fragrance  fo  delicate,  I  believe  it  has 
always  been  the  favourite  among  all  nations, 
and  is  carefully  reared  in  almoft  all  climates. 
Does  not  the  lover  think  he  pays  his  mif- 
trefs  the  highcft  compliment  by  comparing  her 
to  the  rofe ;  and  does  not  the  poet  difplay 
his  fancy  to  the  greateft  advai.tage  in  iinging 
its  praife  ?" 

"  You  have  good  reafons  for  your  par^ 

ti^lity," 
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tiality,"  replied  Edward  ;  "  yet  allow  me  to 
lay,  I  think  the  violet  has  nearly  equal  pre- 
tenfions  to  your  regard.  The  rofe,  it  is  true, 
glows  with  the  l^lufli  of  beauty,  but  does  not 
the  violet  refemble  the  azure  of  the  Iky? 
Suppofe  I  had  a  violet  in  my  hand,  and 
the  pretty  flower  had  the  gift  of  fpeech, 
and  could  make  you  the  following  addrefs, 
I  hope  you  would  not  be  difpleafed  at  its 
requeft,  nor  with  my  changing  the  language 
in  which  it  is  conveyed ;  as  I  muft  confefs, 
that  for  the  original  thought  I  am  indebted 
to  a  French  poet'* 

THE    PETITION    OF   THE    VIOLET. 


Beneath  the  friendly  hawthorn's  fpray, 

A  native  of  the  iowly  vale, 
I  bafliful  fliun  the  eye  of  day, 

And  with  my  breath  perfume  the  gale. 

II. 

When  vernal  zephyrs  foftly  rife, 

As  you  fair  maid  unconfcious  tread, 

My  siveets  your  raptur'd  fenfe  furprizc, 
And  veiled  in  leaves  betray  my  head. 

Ill-  Like 
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LiH  yA4  in  modcft  garb  attir'd, 
A  foe  to  fhow,  and  gay  pg,rade, 

Leis  feen,  by  all  the  more  admir'd, 
I  flouriih  in  the  rural  (hade. 

IV. 

0  place  mc  on  thy  fnowy  breaft. 
Exalted  to  that  throne  of  love, 

The  humble  violet,  fo  blefs'd, 

The  pvoudeft  of  !he  fifowers  will  prove. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  XIII. 


Sometimes  the  pencil  in  cool  airy  halls 
Bade  the  gay  bloom  of  vernal  landfcapes  rife. 
Or  autumn's  varied  Ihades  imbrown  t)ie  walls; 
Now  the  black  tempell  ftrikes  the  aftonifli'd  eyes, 
Now  down  the  lieep  the  flaihing  torrent  flies  ; 
The  trembling  fun  now  plays  o'er  ocean  blue, 
And  now  rude  mountains  frown  amid  the  fkies; 
Whate*er  Lorraine  light  touched  with  foftening  hand, 
Or  favage  Rofa  daih*d,  or  learned  Pouflin  drew. 

Thomson's  Caftle  of  Indolence, 


JliDWARD  was  fond  of  drawing,  and  his 
natural  genius  for  that  elegant  art  had  been 
improved  by  the  leffons  of  an  able  teacher. 
He  traced  his  outlines  with  a  very  corre6t 
hand,  meafured  his  diitances  with  an  accu- 
rate eye,  took  his  views  with  rapidity  and 
exaQnefs,  and  his  pencil  was  frequently 
employed  to  delineate  the  objecls  of  his  na- 
tive fcenery. 

Emily 
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Emily  was  delighted  with  his  ikctche5, 
her  attention  to  them  was  the  fource  of  new 
pleafure,  for  it  gave  her  a  more  diftin6l  idea 
of  the  beauties  of  nature  that  furroundcd 
her  dwelling,  and  adorned  the  romantic 
country,  in  which  it  was  fituated.  It  may 
be  readily  imagined,  that  llie  did  not  copy 
any  otlier  drawings  with  equal  fatisfa6lion. 

When  Emily  Hiowed  her  copies  to  Ed- 
ward, he  was  careful  to  point  out  their  do- 
fe6ts,  as  well  as  beauties ;  and  fhe  was  bet- 
ter fatisfied  with  his  franknefs,  than  die 
would  have  been  with  his  flattery :  becaufe 
Ihe  was  anxious  for  improvement.  He  in- 
deed who  could  recommend  his  criticifms 
by  a  peculiar  fweetncfs  of  manner,  needed 
not  flatter  in  order  to  pleafe.  As  flie  took 
great  pains  to  excel,  flie  foon  made  an  ex- 
traordinary progrcfs,  and  ^vas  delighted  with 
his  praife,  as  flie  grew  more  and  more  con- 
fcious  of  delerving  it. 

*'  How  amufmg,"  faid  Emily  to  Edward, 
"  is  the  art  of  drawing  !  I  think  I  perceive 
in  it  peculiar  advantages  over  other  accom- 

plilbmcnts  : 
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pliihments  :  they  require  many  aids,  while 
this  wants  very  few.  Society  is  indifpenla- 
bly  neceilary  for  dancing.  With  regard  to 
mufic,  in  order  to  play  a  tunc,  I  mult  have 
my  forte-piano  ;  but  for  drawing,  I  reqim*e 
only  a  pencil,  and  a  ihect  of  paper,  which 
are  cheaply  purchafed,  eafily  procured,  and 
are  eafily  portable,  w  herever  I  may  go. 

^'  Surely  I  liave  reafon  to  congratulate 
myfelf  on  my  fituation,  being  fo  favourable 
to  my  improvement  in  drawing,  as  every 
walk  I  take  prefents  me  with  the  fineft  fub- 
je6ls  for  my  pencil :  nature  in  this  our  wild 
and  lovely  country  difplays  all  the  pi6iu- 
refque  before  me  in  the  happieft  variety  of 
mountains,  rocks,  lakes,  and  rapid  rivers. 
I  have  heard  there  are  grander  views  in 
Scotland,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Loch  Lomond,  but  the  profpe^ts  there 
muft,  I  tliink,  be  too  exteniive  and  vafty 
for  an  artift  to  be  able  to  reprefent  all  their 
features  in  any  landfcape  with  effect" 

"  The  propriety  of  your  remark,''    faid 
Edward,  "is  confirmed  by  travellers  with 

refpe^l 
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refpea  both  to  Switzerland  and  Italy.  Tliey 
fay  nothing  can  exceed  the  grandeur  of  the 
lakes  of  Laufanne  and  Geneva,  the  valley 
of  Chamoimi,  and  the  Glaciers  towering 
inajeitically  above  them,  and  covered  with 
the  collected  fnows  of  centuries ;  but  for 
fcenery  and  profpefts  not  boundlefs,  but 
limited  ;  not  favage,  but  fweetly  w  ild  ;  not 
dim  but  dirtin6t ;  you  muft  proceed  to  the 
piive-crowned  hills  and  blooming  vales  of 
Italy,  and  vilit  the  cafcades,  groves,  and 
ruins  that  adorn  the  clalTical  villages  of 
Tivoli,  Albano,  and  Frefcati." 

"  Drawing,"  continued  Emily,  "furniilies 
me  witli  the  beft  notices  of  perfons  and 
places ;  it  is  a  good  fubftitute  for  defcription, 
and  conveys  more  diftind  ideas  of  vifible 
objefts.  Even  a  few  lines  accurately  traced 
can  convey  a  more  exa6t  notion  of  a  per- 
fon  or  a  landfcape,  than  twice  the  number 
of  fentences  written  to  defcribe  them.  Danc- 
ing may  be  faid  to  exift  only  in  motion,  and 
tnufic  in  fleeting  founds,  but  the  produ6tions 
of  Hi'y  pencil  are  permanent;  furely  if  I  may 

judge 
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judge  by  its  ufe  and  beauty,  drawing  muft  l>e 
an  art  of  great  antiquity."  "  It  is,"  laid  Ed- 
^vard,  "  for  wc  trace  it  in  the  liieroglyphics, 
or  facred  characters  of  the  ancient  Egyptians ; 
and  when  th|e  Spaniards  difcovered  Mexico, 
the  only  niode  which  the  ingenious  people 
of  that  country  had  to  convey  intelhgencc  of 
the  arrival  of  tlie  Spaniards,  was  to  paint  a 
fliip,  and  the  figures  of  the  invaders,  and 
fend  the  picture  to  their  emperor. 

"  No  doubt  you  have  heard,  that  among 
the  Greeks,  it  was  fuppofed  to  derive  its 
origin  from  tlie  moft  tender  of  the  paffions 
—it  is  faid  to  have  b^en  invented  by  a 
im\d  of  Corinth." 

"  You  allude  to  fome  ftory  I  never 
beard,"  faid  Emily,  "  pray  favour  nie  with 
a  recital  of  it." 

''  A  beautiful  maid,  of  Corinth,"  faid  Ed- 
ward, "  I  think  her  name  was  Dipne,  vvas 
ftrongly  attached  to  Polemoiv  an  amiable 
youth  of  the  fame  place.  They  had  ex-^ 
changed  their  ^iutual  yaws,  and  agreed  tQ 
vifit  tlie  temple  of  Hymen  ;   l^ut  it  was  no^ 

cellkry 


1£S  EMILY. 

ceiTary  for  the  youth  to  take  a  journey  to 
a  diftant  country^  previous  to  their  mar- 
riage. The  enamoured  nymph,  the  night 
before  his  departure,  entered  his  apartment^ 
and  found  him  afleep :  a  lamp  was  burn- 
ing on  the  table,  and  the  Ihade  of  his  face 
appeared  diftin6lly  on  the  wall :  this  Ihe  re- 
marked, and  quick  in  invention,  for  how 
ingenious  is  love !  ilie  feized  a  piece  gf 
charcoal,  and  traced  his  profile.  It  was  a 
rude  and  imperfect  eflay,  as  you  may  fup- 
pofe,  but  even  the  iliade  of  a  perfon  fo 
beloved  could  not  fail  to  give  her  ple^fure, 
whenever  it  was  contemplated ;  and  it  fQothed 
her  fancy  during  the  heavy  hours  of  ^.bfence 
with  a  memorial,  that  enlivened  remem- 
brance, and  cherillied  her  affe6liQn." 

"  What  a  pleating  ftory,"  faid  Emily, 
^'  and  what  an  excellent  fubje6l  for  the 
*'  pencil!" 

"I  have,  "faid  Edward,  "  an  engraving  that 
reprefents  the  fubje^  very  pleafmgly ;  and  it 
is  at  your  fervice  to  copy — with  it  I  will  fend 
a  companion,    founded  on  a  whim  of  my 

ow^ 
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own :  I  have  reprefented  the  Maid  of  Co- 
rinth aflcep,  and  her  lo.ver  tracing  her  like- 
nefs  upon  the  wall." 

"  This  idea,"  faid  Emily,  "  however  it 
may  offend  againft  hiitorical  truth,  has,  I 
think,  greatly  the  advantage  in  point  of  de- 
licacy of  deiign,  for  which  reafon  I  had  ra- 
ther copy  your  improvement,  than  the  ori- 
ginal." 

Edward's  drawing  w^as  done  in  crayons, 
a  kind  of  colouring  which  gives  the  imita- 
tion of  the  bloom  of  flelli  colour  in  the  fofteil 
and  molt  natural  manner.  Emily  saw  or 
fancied  flie  law  in  his  Maid  of  Corinth  a  re- 
femblance  of  herfelf  She  did  not  venture 
to  alk  him  the  queftion ;  but  Ihe  certainly 
was  not  wrong  in  her  conjecture.  She  made 
an  accurate  copy  of  his  drawing :  he  pro- 
pofed  an  exchange,  to  which  Ihe  readily 
acceded  ;  and  it  is  only  in  the  power  of  per- 
fons  in  their  fituations,  and  influenced  by 
their  feelings,  to  eftimate  the  "value  of  fuch 
prefents. 

.   VOL.  I.  K  CHAP. 


CHAP.  XIV, 

THE  WONDERS  OF  THE  OCEAN. 

CONVERSATION  VI. 

As  Colonel  Loi  ton's  health  had  fuffered  % 
his  frequent  expolure  to  tlie  chilling  blafts  of 
the  northern  fprings  and  winters,  during  his 
clofe  attention  to  his  agricultural  concerns,, 
he  was  adviled  to  try  the  effects  of  fea-bath- 
ing,  and  to  drink  mineral  water  at  the  foun- 
tain-head. This  double  benefit  could  be 
afforded  to  him  at  Scarborough,  whither  he 
refolved  to  go,  and  to  take  Emily  with 
him. 

They  purfued  their  journey  without  delay, 
till  they  reached  the  antient  city  of  York, 
and  there  the  minfter,  the  moft  fublime  and 
Venerable  monument  of  Gothic  arcluteclufe 
in  the  world  occupied  much  of  their  atten- 
tion. 

S  They 
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Thej  entered  the  church  while  the  fer- 
vice  was  performing :  on  approaching  the 
choir,  tliey  heard  the  collect,  beginning  with 
the  words  "  Lord  of  all  Power  and  JNIight," 
fung  as  an  anthem*  It  was  fet  to  niufic  by 
the  poet  Mafon,  formerly  Precentor  of  York, 
in  a  ftile  that  does  honour  to  his  genius. 
The  Organ  accompanied  tlie  fweet  voices  of 
the  chorifters  in  the  moft  harmonious  man- 
ner. Such  facred  mulic  as  Emily  had  never 
heard  before,  added  to  the  grandeur  and 
the  folemnity  of  all  the  furrounding  objects, 
filled  her  mind  with  wonder  and  delight. 
She  was  indeed  enraptured  ;  her  fancy  was 
raised  to  the  moft  fublime  contemplations, 
and  ilie  thought  Ihe  was  liftenin^  to  more 
than  mortal  founds,  in  an  ediiice  raifed  by 
more  than  mortal  hands. 

She  prevailed  upon  her  father  to  linger 
with  her  in  the  church  for  fome  time  after 
the  fervice  was  ended,  and  as  ftie  was  una- 
ble to  exprefs  what  fhe  thought  of  the  ge- 
neral grandeur  of  the  building,  and  the  jult 
proportions  of  the  different  parts,  ihe  was 
K  9^  dclidited 
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delidited  with  mufins  in  fi lent  admiration. 
Advancing  with  flow  fteps,  flie  gazed  upon 
the  long-extended  aifles,  the  loft}-  and  malfy 
pillars,  and  the  richly  painted  windows, 
which  admit  fufficient  light  to  make  the 
choir,  the  tranfepts,  and  the  nave  diftinclly 
vilible,  and  yet  exclude  the  glare  of  day. 
When  her  father  condu6led  her  back  to  the 
inn,  Emily  complained,  that  her  pleafure 
had  been  too  fliort,  and  flie  cxprefled  a  wilh 
to  return  to  hear  the  fervice  the  next  morn- 
ing ;  but  the  indifferent  ft  ate  of  her  father's 
liealth,  made  it  neceflary  to  proceed  on  their 
journey  without  delay. 

The  fea-port  town  of  Scarborough  which 
they  foon  after  reached,  is  fituated  in  the 
North,  Riding  of  Yorkihire,  near  a  fine  bay, 
from  which  it  rifes  in  the  form  of  a  cref- 
cent :  a  fteep  rock  flieltering  the  town  from 
the  north,  and  the  ruins  of  a  caftle  crown- 
ing its  fummit,  have  a  bold  and  pi^turefque 
appearance. 

As  the  Colonel's  indifpofition  was  not  of 
fo  ferious  a  nature  as  to  require   confine- 
ment, 
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nient,  he  and  his  daughter  fometimes  mixed 
in  the  cuftoniary  local  arnufements ;  fuch  as 
attending  the  libraries,  failing  and  filh- 
ing.  Emily  ^vas  mucii  pleafed  with  tlio 
place,  as  it  furniilied  her  with  new  fubjecls 
for  her  pencil,  whether  they  walked  upon 
the  wide  extending  fands,  or  took  a  view  of 
the  town,  and  the  furrounding  obje6ts  from 
the  caftle  rock. 

"  I  faw,"  faid  Emily,  *'  the  minfter  at 
York  with  wonder,  but  1  think  no  object 
can  be  fo  grand  and  aftonifhing  as  the 
fea." 

"  Thus,"  faid  the  Colonel,  "  you  juftly 
mark  the  fuperiority  of  nature  to  art." 

"  The  profpe^c  of  the  fea  I  am  now  en- 
joying," f  id  1  mily,"  attracts  my  eyes,  more 
than  any  thing  I  ever  faw  before,  whether 
I  watch  the  courfe  of  its  rolling  waves 
breaking  in  hoarfe  murmurs  on  the  lliore, 
or  extend  my  view  along  its  diftant  floods 
till  they  feemed  mixed,  and  loft  in  the 
clouds." 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Lorton,  The  ocean  is  the  centre 
to  which  all  the  great  rivers  of  the  world 
direct  their  courfe ;  but  although  they  flow 
into  it,  as  into  a  grand  refervoir,  yet  its 
quantity  of  waters  is  not  perceptibly  in- 
preafed. 

Emili),  All  great  rivers  then  flow  into 
the  fea,  as  fame  of  the  fmaller  do  into  our 
kkes.  But  vv'hat  is  Ullfwater,  the  largeft 
of  our  lakes,  compared  to  ^he  ocean  ?  Here 
^  can  fee  no,  bounds,  no  fliores.  The  view 
as  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  truly  fublime,  but 
what  is  the  ufe  of  this  vaft  expanfe  of 
livater  ? 

Colonel  Lorton,  The  fea  is  calculated  to 
Incite  our  admiration  of  the  powder  and  wif- 
dom  of  the  Almighty,  and  it  aflbrds  fuch 
productions  as  are  of  the  greateft  fervice 
to  mankind.  Although  it  appears  to  op-, 
pofe  bounds  to  the  adventurous  fpirit  of 
man,  he  has  contrived  by  his  ingenuity  in 
^onftru6ting  veflTels,  and  bis  flvill  in  guiding 

therp, 
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(hcni,  to  render  it  a  channel  of  communica- 
tion with  his  fellow-creatures  however  dif- 
tant ;  our  couutrymcn  in  particular  not  only 
make  the  cccan  the  channel  of  their  com- 
merce, but  the  fcene  of  their  natal  triumphs 
over  all  our  enemies. 

Emily,  Obfei;ve  yonder  fhip  how  fait  it 
fails  ;  not  long  ago  I  faw  the  whole  of  it ;  at 
firft  its  hull,  then  the  lower  parts  of  its 
ruafts  diiappcared,  and  now  it  is  almoft  all 
out  of  fight,  for  I  can  only  diftinguilli  its 
topfails.  Thefe  appearances  are  very  fur- 
prizing  ;  how  are  they  to  be  accounted  for  ? 

C.  They  arife  from  the  form  of  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fea,  wdiich  is  nearly  round.  Thefe 
appearances  at  fea  will  no  longer  furprize 
you^  if  you  recollect  what  you  muft  often 
have  oblerved  by  land.  Suppofe  you  were 
not  far  from  the  top  of  a  mountain,  and  faw 
a  p^erfon  upon  the  top  going  to  the  oppofite 
fide ;  in  proportion  as  he  moved  from  you, 
you  would  fee  Icls  and  lefs  of  him,  till  at 
laft  he  would  appear  to  fmk  entirely  out  of 
your  fight.     The  different  appearances  of  the 

Ihip 
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Ihip  you  have  noticed,  afford  a  proof  that  the 
true  figure  of  the  globe  is  what  the  geogra- 
phers call  fpheroidical,  or  nearly  round. 
Another  proof  is,  that  the  fea,  when  calm, 
always  appears  to  be  bounded  by  fome  por- 
tion of  a  circle. 

E.  I  think  I  have  heard  of  perfons,  who 
have  failed  round  the  world. 

C.  Lord  Anfon,  Captain  Cook,  and  many 
others,  have  literally  done  fo.  Had  the  fea 
been  one  continued  level  furface,  the  longer 
they  had  failed,  the  farther  they  would  have 
gone  from  home ;  inftead  of  which,  by  con- 
ftantly  fteering  a  ftrait  courfe,  they  returned 
to  England  from  whence  they  firft  fet  out. 

E.  But  how  could  they,  or  how  can  any 
failors  find  their  way  acrofs  the  wide  and 
pathlefs  fea  to  the  moft  diftant  fhores,  parti- 
cularly in  the  night,  and  in  fogs  ? 

C  They  fteer  a  ftiip  in  a  certain  courfe 
according  to   the   rules  of  navigation,    and 
they  find  the  port  to  which  they  are  bound 
by  the  afiiftance  of  the  Mariners'  Compafs. 
E.  What  is  the  Mariners'  Compafs  ? 

C.  It 
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C,  It  is  a  circular  box,  the  infide  of  which 
is  marked  at  equal  diftances  with  the  points 
of  the  compafs,  that  is,  the  four  cardinal 
points  E  w  N  s,  and  the  other  intermediate  di- 
vifions,  making  32  in  all.  In  this  box  a 
needle  is  nicely  hung,  fo  as  to  turn  upon 
a  centre,  with  the  llighteft  impulfe. 

E,  What  is  the  ufe  of  this  needle  ? 

C.  To  fliow  the  north  and  fouth  points  of 
the  compafs.  A  needle  will  acquire  this 
wonderful  property  by  having  been  rubbed 
with  a  magnet,  or  load-ftone. 

E.  What  is  a  magnet  ? 

o 

C.  The  natural  magnet  is  a  hard  dark-co- 
loured mineral  fubftance,  generally  found 
in  iron  mines.  Every  magnet  and  every 
needle  that  is  made  an  artificial  magnet  by 
being  rubbed  with  a  natural  one,  has  a  north 
end  and  a  fouth  end,  called  the  north  and 
fouth  poles.  The  failors  by  obferving  tie 
needle  in  the  compafs  can  always  tell  very 
nearly  which  is  the  north,  and  which  the 
fouth  point,  and  know  what  courfe  to  fteer. 

E.  W^h^  is  the  water  of  the  fea  fait  ? 

a  It 
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C.  It  is  probaWe  that  the  Creator  gave 
the  fea-wat€r  this  fadtnefs,  not  only  to  pre- 
ferve  it  from  corruption,  but  to  enable  it  to 
bear  the  greater  burthens.  Salt-water  is. 
much  heavier,  and  of  courfe  is  more  buoyant 
tl^ian  freih. 

Sea-water  within  the  torrid  zone,  \vhcre 
exceffive  heat  would  fubject  every  thing  to 
patrefa6lion,  is  found  to  be  faltcft,  but  the 
nearer  you  approach  the  cold  climate  of  the 
poles,  the  faitnefs  is  lefs  perceptible.  It  is 
however  obferved,  that  faitnefs  alone  does 
not  prevent  corruption,  for  ftagnant  fait  wa- 
ter like  frefli,  foon  grows  putrid.  This  has 
been  proved  by  experiments  made  by  Mr. 
Boyle  and  other  naturalifts.  The  motion  of 
the  fea  is  therefore  neceiTary  to  prevent  its 
-wfj^ters  from  becoming  putrid. 

E,  I  obferve  the  waves  of  the  fea  ad- 
vance upon  the  fhore,  and  retire  at  different 
times,  not  merely  wheu  they  are  driven  by 
the  winds,  hut  in  calm,  weather ; — does  this 
motion  depend  upoa  aay  regular  caufes? 

C.  The 
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C  The  fea  has  a  regular,  uniform,  and 
periodical  motion;  this  is  caufed  by  the 
tides.  After  a  continual  flux  of  about  fix 
hours  it  is  flood  tide,  tlie  fea  feems  then  to 
relt  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  be- 
gins to  ebb  or  flow  back  again  for  about  fix 
hours,  in  which  time  by  the  water  finking^ 
the  rivers  refume  their  natural  level,  and 
former  courfe. 

JE.  What  is  the  caufe  of  the  tides? 

C.  They  are  caufed  by  the  attraction  of 
the  fun,  and  more  particularly  of  the  moon ;. 
when  the  moon  is  neareft  to  the  earth,  or  as^ 
the  aftronomers  fay,  in  conjunction  with  it, 
the  tides  rife  the  higheft,  and  when  flie  is  far- 
theft  ofti  or  in  oppofition  to  the  eaith,  they 
3jre  the  loweft. 

E,  What  is  a  fpring  tide  ? 

C.  It  happens  by  the  fea  being  raifed  in 
certain  places  many  feet  above  the  natural 
level,  at  the  new  and  full  moon,  when  the 
fun  and  the  moon  are  in  eonjun6:ion,  that  is, 
are  neareft  to  each  other. 

£.  What 
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E.  What  is  a  neap  tide,  and  when  does 
it  happen  ? 

C.  It  a  low  tide,  and  it  happens  when 
the  moon  is  in  her  quarters,  and  of  courfe 
m  oppolition  to  the  fun.  Thefe  were  the 
laws  impofed  upon  the  ocean  at  the  creation 
of  the  world,  and  they  liave  continued  in 
full  and  undirninifhed  force  to  the  prefent 
hour. 

E,  Are  the  tides  the  fame  in  all  places  ? 

C.  No  :  they  are  influenced  by  the  depth 
or  iliallownefs  of  the  fea,  or  the  obftructions 
of  Ilioals  or  flraits  :  the  tide  flows  with  great 
firensth  in  the  EnMifli  channel,  and  the 
German  ocean ;  but  in  the  Mediterranean 
and  Black  Sea,  there  are  no  apparent  tides. 
The  hii:fheit  tide  known  in  England  is,  I 
believe,  in  the  river  Wye  at  Chepfl:ow- 
bridge,  in  Monmouthfhire,  where  the  water 
has  been  obferved  to  rife  more  than  50 
feet. 

E.  If  the  fea  can  rife  fo  high,  does  it  not 
fomctimes  gain  upon  the  land  ? 

C.    A  ftruggle  for   empire  is  conftantly 

kept 
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kept  up  between  the  fea  and  the  land,  and 
in  fome  places  the  one  not  only  gains,  but 
keeps  what  the  other  loles.  Dunwich,  a 
town  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  once  three 
miles  from  the  fea  is  now  nearly  deftroyed 
by  its  incroachnients :  of  its  eight  ancient 
churches,  not  one  is  left,  and  the  beach  di- 
viding the  church-vard  of  the  laro;e{t,  has 
expofed  to  view  the  graves  of  its  ancient  in- 
habitants. An  inundation  which  haj:)|x?ned 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  is  faid  to  have  co- 
vered the  eftates  of  Earl  Goodwin,  now 
known  by  that  dangerous  bank  oppofite  to 
Ramfgate,  called  the  Goodwin  Sands.  The 
town  of  Aigues  Mortes,  not  far  from  Mont- 
pellier  in  France,  was  a  fea-port  in  the 
reign  of  Louis  I.  but  the  fea  has  fmce  re- 
tired  to  the  diftance  of  four  miles. 

E,  At  the  beafts  that  move  upon  the 
earth,  or  the  birds  that  fly  in  the  air,  I  am 
not  much  furprized ;  becaufe  they  live  in  the 
fame  element  that  man  does,  but  the  fiihcs 
that  live  either  in  frefli  or  fait  water,  ex- 
cite 
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cite  my  wonder,  for  how  can  they  breathe 
in  the  water  ? 

C,  The  prefence  of  air  is  as  neceffary  to 
them  as  to  any  other  animals,  and  that  they 
enjoy  the  full  ufe  of  it,  and  muft  neceffarily 
die  if  deprived  of  it,  has  been  proved  by 
experiments.  Tliey  breathe  by  means  of 
their  gills,  Avhich  fupply  the  place  of  lungs. 

E.  How  can  they  move  in  the  water? 

C.   The  water  to  tlicm  is  as  the  air  is  to 

us,  and  very  eafily  gives  way  to  their  mb- 

tions.      Their    forms  enable   them  to  pafs 

through  the  water  with  cafe  and  fwiftncfs. 

.We  imitate  their  fliape  in  the  conitruclion 

of  boats  and  ihips,  yet  the  courfe  of  a  vef- 

fel  moved  on  by  the  brilkeft  gale,   is  tardy 

in  the  extreme  compared  to  tlie  velocity  of 

the  finny  race.     The  flight  of  an  arrow   is 

hardly  more  rapid  than  the    motion  of  a 

falmon.     Every  part  of  their  bodies,  parti- 

ticularly   their  fins,   air  bladders,  and  tails 

afiift  fiihes  in  cutting  their  way  through  the 

yielding  fluid. 

C.  We 
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C  We  have  often  converled  upon  the 
fubje^i;  of  fw allows,  and  other  birds  of  paf- 
fage,  but  I  do  not  remember  we  ever 
talked  of  that  equally  curious  part  of  na- 
tural hiftory,  which  relates  to  fifties  of  paf- 
fage. 

E.  To  what  particular  kinds  do  you  al- 
lude ? 

C  The  moll  remarkable  are  the  mack- 
erel, the  herring  and  the  pilchard.  They 
arrive  at  ftated  feafons  upon  our  coafts^ 
fometimes  with  fuch  pun6luality,  that  they 
have  been  obferved  to  return  in  fucceeding 
years  in  the  fame  week,  and  even  on  the 
fame  day  of  the  month. 

E.  Whence  do  they  come,  and  why  do- 
they  leave  the  places  where  they  were  bred? 

C.  Herrings  and  pilchards  are  found  in 
the  greateft  quantity  in  tlie  high  northern 
latitudes  near  the  polar  circle.  Their  im- 
menfe  numbers  are  fuppofed  to  make  their 
removal  neceflary,  and  like  fwarms  of  bee& 
ilTuing  from  the  parent  hives,  they  proceed 
in  fearch  of  new  fettlements.     Their  arrival 

upon 
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upon  our  coafts  is  announced  to  the  fifliermen 
by  the  appearance  of  their  dilFerent  enemies 
of  the  fea  and  air.  Their  flioals  difcolour  tlie 
fea,  and  are  often  fome  miles  in  length.  In 
fine  weather  when  the  fun  lliines,  they  re- 
flect a  variety  of  beautiful  colour?,  and  the 
water  appears  like  a  field  befpangled  with 
azure,  purple  and  gold.  Although  the  quan- 
tity of  pilchards  caught  at  a  fingle  draught 
fometimes  amounts  to  fifteen  hundred  bar- 
rels, yet  this  makes  no  vifible  decreafe  of 
their  numbers. 

E,  What  an  advantage  it  is  that  thefe 
fifties  come  to  invite  the  fifiiermen  to  catch 
them,  for  if  they  remained  in  the  places 
where  they  were  bred,  they  could  not  be 
caught  at  all. 

C  If  they  did  not  quit  their  remote  re- 
celTes  among  the  ice;  if  they  fought  the 
depths  of  the  fea  inftead  of  the  fliallows ;  if 
they  did  not  fwim  nearly  upon  the  furfacc 
inftead  of  diving  to  the  bottom,  they  could 
not  be  caught,  at  leaft  not  in  fuch  great 
numbers;  and  if  they  were  not  fo  nume- 
rous 
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reus,  they  would  not  repay  the  labour  of 
the  filliermen.  Such  lillies  as  afford  whole- 
Ibme  food  to  man  approach  the  fliorcs ; 
many  others,  either  hurtful  or  ufelefs,  con- 
ftantly  live  in  the  deep.  Such  evident  marks 
as  thefe  of  the  i^oodnefs  of  the  Creator  to 
mankind,  cannot  efcape  your  attention. 

E.  Before  we  return  home,  I  wifli  to 
make  a  collection  of  ihells. 

C.  You  have  already  procured  from  the 
fifliermen  of  Scarborough  fome  fine  fpeci- 
mens  of  the  charna  and  the  telllna  kinds ; 
but  you  cannot  procure  many  more  here, 
as  the  moft  beautiful  are  broug;ht  from 
diftant  feas.  The  Red  Sea  abounds  with 
Ihells  of  all  kinds  :  many  of  very  rich  co- 
lours are  found  between  the  tropics,  where 
the  heat  of  the  fun  has  a  fmiilar  effect 
upon  them,  as  on  the  birds,  and  gives 
them  a  peculiar  luftre  and  brilliancy  of  co- 
lours. The  fea-coafts  of  Afia  furniih  pearl- 
oyfters  and  fcallops  ;  the  fhores  of  Malabar 
abound  with  a  fpecies  of  beautiful  fnails; 
Japan   produces    many   bivalves,    or  fhells 

VOL.  I.  L  compofed 
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coiripofed  of  double  pieces,  and  the  limpet 
whofe  radiated  form  refembles  the  head  of 
an  umbrella,  is  lountt  near  the  illand  of 
Cyprus.  I  will  carry  you  to  fee  a  collec- 
tion ofihells,  where  m  addition  to  fpecimens 
of  fuch  as  I  have  mentioned,  you  will  find 
others  as  curious,  *nch  as  the  cowry  with 
leopard  fpots,  the  admirals,  the  nuhierous 
echini,  the  nautilus,  the  Guernfey  fiiail,  the 
Ethiopian  crown,  the  Panama  fliell,  the  mo- 
ther-of-pearl,, the  porcelain,  the  parroquet 
fliell,  the  Venus  neart  cockle,  the  ducal 
mantle' pe61:en,  and  many  others.  You  will 
like  wife  fee  fome  very  curious  foffils  there. 

E.  What  are  foffils  ? 

C.  A  foffil  means  in  general  any  thing 
dug  out  of  the  earth,  whether  at  firit  pro- 
duced there  as  metals  stnd  ilones,  or  fome. 
foreign  fubftances  placed  in  the  earth  by 
fome  extraordinary  means,  as  a  flood,  or  a 
an  earthquake.  Of  this  latter  kind,  many 
are  the  fpoils  of  the  ocean,  fuch  as  iliells, 
the  teeth  or  bones  of  fiihes,  and  complete 
fillies.      -Ali  thefe  'are  found  in  a  petriiiBti 
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ftate,  that  is,  changed  to  ftone,  on  the  tops 
of  mountams,  in  quarries  of  ftone,  and  hef^^ 
of  gravel  and  chalk  far  remote  from  the  fea. 
Thefe  cannot  be,  as  fome  fuperficial  natu- 
ralifts  imagine,  lufiis  natiirce,  that  is,  the 
mere  fportive  produdions  of  nature,  for  if 
fofiil  Ihells  and  foffd  fiflies  are  examined 
with  the  leaft  attention,  we  fnail  be  con- 
vinced they  are  exactly  like  fiiells  and  fdhes 
found  in  the  ocean. 

In  the  Ifle  of  Sheppey,  in  Ivent,  infinite 
numbers  of  thefe  curiofities  have  been  duir 
up.  That  place  forms  a  kind  of  cabinet  of 
nature,  containing  fpeciinens  colle6led  from 
the  moft  diftant  feas,  and  amaiTed  there,  moft 
probably,  at  that  awful  era  of  the  world, 
when  water  was  made  the  inftrument  of  the 
divine  difpleafure,  and  the  guilty  race  of 
men,  with  the  exception  of  righteous  Noah 
and  his  family,  were  deftroyed  by  the  general 
deluge. 

E.  If  it  was  pollible  to  walk  with  fafety 
at  the  bottom  of  tlie  fea,  what  curiofities 
fhould  I  find  there  ? 

L  2  C  If 
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C.  If  we  were  able  to  do  this,  we  lliotild 
no  doubt  find  it  in  many  i-'efpecls  like  ther 
land.  It  is  varied  by  cavities,  rocks,  and 
mountains,  inhabited  by  animals  llii ted  to 
their  refpe6tivc  abodes.  The  bottom  of  the 
Red  Sea  is  a  forelt  of  fubmarine  plants  and 
beds  of  coral,  formed  by  infe6ts  for  their 
habitation  ;  and  in  other  feas,  madrepores, 
millepores,  fpongcs,  mofles,  and  fea  mulli- 
rooms  abound.  The  bottom  of  the  fea  on 
the  coaft  of  America  is  covered  with  vege- 
tables, which  are  the  food  of  turtles  and 
other  animals. 

Could  you  rcalife  the  fables  of  antiquity, 
by  being  transformed  into  a  Nereid,  or  Sea- 
nymph,  and  traverfe  the  caverns,  grottoes, 
and  recelTes  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  how 
great  would  be  your  aftonifinnent !  There 
the  fublime  procelfes  of  Nature  are  carried 
on — there  the  tides  and  currents  that  How 
beneath  the  earth  have  their  fources;  and 
myriads  of  animals,  vegetables,  and  mine- 
rals, unknown  to  man,  exift  and  anfwer  the 
purpofes  of  their  creation. 

E.  Such 
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K.  Such  reiearclics,  were  it  poffible  to 
make  them,  would  certainly  gratify  my  cu* 
-riofity ;  but  you  have  faid  enough  to  convince 
me  of  the  wonders  of  the  great  deep,  and  the 
benetits  mankind  may  draw  from  it.  liow 
very  happy  are  we,  whom  the  fea  at  tliis  time 
protects  from  the  invalion  of  the  French? 

C.  The  conviction  of  this  happinefs  lliould 
be  a  motive  to  excite  our  gratitude  to  Him, 
who  fets  boimds  to  the  ambition  of  man,  as 
well  as  to  the  advances  of  the  ocean.  !Mucli 
do  we  owe  to  the  valom'  of  om'  ikiloo's,  io 
often  manifefted  in  our  defence;  but  our 
debt  of  obligation  for  oiu'  continued  fafety 
cannot  in  any  due  degree  be  difcharged,  unleft 
we  afcribe  all  honour  and  praife  to  Hini 
whofe  protection  does  not  depend  upon  the 
frail  and  perilliable  arm  of  tlelli — to  Him. 
who  has  begirt  our  iiland  with  this  never- 
failing  rampart,  and  who  tells  us  by  the  iub- 
lime  voice  of  Nature,  as  often  as  we  hear 
•the  waves  either  gently  murmur,  or  tem- 
jpcftuoufly  daih  v^pon  any  part  of  our  fliores, 

J3RIT0NS, 
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Britons,  be  pious,   loyal,  and  united, 
and  YOU  shall  be  for  ever  happy  and 

FREE. 

As  the  Colonel  foon  found  benefit  from 
bathing,  and  drinking  the  Avaters  of  Scarbo- 
rough, his  ftay  there  was  lliort.  Emily  at- 
tended him  with  all  the  anxiety  naturally 
^rifmg  from  her  tendernefs  and  affcdion. 
She  returned  to  Lorton  Houfe,  rich  in 
Iketches,  lliells,  and  fea-plants,  and  antici- 
pated the  pleafurc  of  entertaining  her  aunt 
with  an  account  of  all  Ihe  had  feen ;  but  no- 
thing made  her  feel  fo  much  fatisfa6lion  on 
reaching  her  native  place,  as  the  thought 
that  her  father's  recovery  would  enable  them 
to  continue  the  enjoyments  of  their  retire- 
ment, among  the  greateft  of  which  ihe  reck- 
oned the  purfuit  of  her  ftudies,  and  the  im- 
provement of  her  mind. 


CPIAP. 
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CONVERSATION  VIL 

JNoT  long  after  their  return  from  Scarbo- 
rough, Emily  took  a  walk  with  her  father 
upon  the  banks  of  Kefwick  Lake.  The 
weatlier  was  deliglitful,  the  air  balmy  ancj 
foft,  and  the  breezes  gently  agitated  the 
leaves  of  the  filver-barked  birch  trees,  that 
grew  from  the  fiflfures  of  the  rocks.  The 
fun  was  finking  below  the  horizon,  and  the 
tints  of  evening  began  to  obfcure  every  ob- 
je6t.  The  water-fails,  unperceived  during 
the  day,  were  now  heard  to  give  various 
founds,  fome  near,  others  more  remote.    The 


long 
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long  llmdows  of  the  mountains  were  fbun 
after  projected  far  into  the  \^'ater,  which 
prefentcd  a  fmooth  and  dark  furface,  fpan- 
gled  with  the  reflected  ftars.  As  the  full 
moon  rofe  in  cloudlcfs  fplendour,  its  light 
fnft  touched  the  fummits  of  the  mountains 
and  woods,  and  as  it  afcended  higher  in  the 
heavens,  poured  a  foft  and  lilvery  brightnefs 
over  the  cahn  and  unruffled  bolbm  of  the 
lake. 

^'  You  are  very  filent,"  laid  Emily  to  her 
father ;  "  I  wifh  to  know  what  you  are  think- 
ing of  while  you  look  fo  attentively  at  the 
neavens." 

**  I  am  admiring,"  faid  the  Colonel,  *^  the 
glorious  appearance  of  the  moon  and  tlie 
ftars,  and  my  admiration  is  fucceeded  by 
ambition  and  curiofity.  I  with  to  foar  on 
high,  and  vifit  the  moon  and  fome  of  the 
more  diftant  orbs  of  light,  and  to  fee  what 
are  their  inhabitants  and  produ6i:ions.  But 
as  I  am  convinced  of  the  impoflibility  of 
taking  fuch  a  flight,  my  mind  defccnds  tq 
thoughts  more  fuited  to  my  accuftomed  ha- 
bits 
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bits  and  feelings.  Your  prcfcncc  adds  greatly 
to  the  pleafure  I  derive  from  this  profpe6l : 
were  you  abfent,  I  ihould  wiili,  ardently 
wilh  for  your  company  to  enjoy  this  grand 
difi)lay  of  Nature  with  me. 

E.  Why  do  the  ftarry  heavens  attra6t  fo 
little  attention  from  people  in  general? 

C.  Becaufc  fuch  an  appearance  is  com- 
mon. If  there  was  fuch  a  night  as  this  only 
once  in  the  courfe  of  a  pcrfon's  life,  every 
one  who  enjoyed  the  faculty  of  fight  would 
be  alive  to  the  difplay  of  its  beauty.  All 
would  then  be  duly  impreffed  with  the  con- 
viction of  the  power  and  the  w  ifdom  of  the 
great  Creator :  they  would  be  fully  fenfible 
of  his  immediate  prefence  ditfufed  through 
this  his  magnificent  palace  of  the  univerfe, 
of  which  the  depths  of  azure  form  the  circuit, 
the  myriads  of  ftars  are  the  luminaries,  and 
mankind  are  permitted,  by  efpecial  favour, 
to  be  the  fpeclators. 

E.  As  we  are  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the 
heavenly  bodies,  is  it  in  the  power  of  men  to 
{enow  any  thing  cei^tain  concerning  them  ? 

C.  Thofe 
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C  Thole  who  arc  ignorant  of  aftronomy 
may  iappofe  that  all  that  has  been  written 
upon  the  ftibjecl  is  nothing  more  than  inge- 
nious conjecture.  There  is  however  a  fact 
which  will  convince  you  that  altronomers 
pi'ocecd  upon  the  true  principles  of  fcicnce, 
tiiat  is,  rightly  explain  the  laws  of  Nature, 
when  tliey  inftruQ:  you  as  to  the  fizes,  mo- 
tions, and  diftances  qf  the  largeft  and  moft 
confpicuous  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  I  al- 
lude to  the  exactncfs  with  which  they  calcu- 
Ifttc  eciipfes. 

E.  What  is  an  eclipfe  ? 

C.  An  eclipfe  means  a  failure,  or  want  of 
light.  Eciipfes  depend  upon  this  caufe — 
ail  dark  bodies  when  expofed  to  a  light  one, 
as  for  inftance  to  the  fun,  caft  a  Ihadow  be- 
hind them,  juft  as  a  ball  does  placed  upon 
a  table  near  a  candle.  If  aftronomers  can 
foretel  when  eciipfes  will  happen,  ought  you 
not  to  give  them  credit  for  tlieir  knowledge 
of  other  fa6ls  which  belong  to  their  pro- 
vince ?  And  that  they  can  do  this,  a  com- 
mon almanack  may  convince  you ;  for  you 

will 
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will  there  obferve  all  the  cclipies,  both  of 
the  fun  and  the  moon,  that  will  happen  in 
the  courfc  of  the  year,  (liftin6tly  mentioned, 
and  the  days  and  hours  very  exaclly  ftated, 
as  to  their  beginning,  continuation,  and  end, 
and  how  much  of  the  body  of  the  fun  or  the 
moon  ^vill  be  darkened. 

E.  What  is  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  ? 

C.  An  eclipfe  of  the  fun  happens  when 
the  fun's  light  is  fo  cut  off  by  the  moon,  that 
to  any  part  of  the  earth  the  fun  appears  to  be 
partly  or  wholly  covered  by  a  lliadow. 

E.  What  is  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon  ? 

C.  An  eclipfe  of  the  moon  happens  when 
the  globe  of  the  earth  paffes  between  the  fun 
and  the  moon,  and  the  moon  falls  into  the 
earth's  fhadow ;  and  as  llie  has  no  light  of 
her  own,  ihe  fuffers  an  eclipfe,  in  confequence 
of  the  fun's  rays  being  intercepted,  or  cut 
off. 

E.  Do  eclipfes  happen  very  often  ? 

C.  In  any  year  the  number  of  eclipfes, 
both  of  the  fun  and  the  moon,  cannot  be 
Jels  than  two,  or  more  than  feven  ;  the  ufual 

number 
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xminber  is  four,  and  it  is  very  uncommon  to 
have  more  than  fix.  The  fun  is  more  fre- 
t|ucntly  ecHpfed  than  the  moon,  and  yet 
more  eclipfes  of  the  moon  are  vilible,  than 
of  tlie  fun. 

JL  Oudit  we  not  to  tliink  ourfelves  much 
obliged  to  the  aftronomers  for  the  notice 
they  give  us  of  approaching  eclipfes  ? 

C\  Certainly;  for  before  the  caufes  of  fuch 
appearances  were  difcovered,  they  Avere  be- 
lield  with  terror  and  difmay.  The  knowledge 
which  enables  the  aftronomers  to  calculate 
them,  forms  one  of  the  great  diftin^tions  be- 
tween civilifed  and  barbarous  nations. 

E.  Can  you  give  me  an  example  of  thi:? 
diftin^tion  ? 

C.  I  can — ^you  have  heard  me  talk  of  the 
gi'eat  Chriftopher  Columbus,  who  difcovered 
America.  In  the  courfe  of  one  of  his  voy- 
ages, his  iliip  was  driven  by  a  ftorm  to  the 
coaft  of  Jamaica,  and  he  was  reduced  to 
diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions.  On  being 
refufed  fupplies  by  the  barbarous  inhabitants 
lii  the  iflandj  he  told  them,  that  the  Deity  whom 

he 
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he  woriliipped  was  fo  angry  at  their  inhu- 
inanity  to  him,  that  he  would  iliortly  punilU 
them  with  a  plague;  and  as  a  proof  that 
what  he  threatened  was  eertaia  to  happen, 
the  moon  would  be  darkened  at  a  particular 
hour  the  next  night.  The  truth  was,  Colum- 
bus, by  his  Ikill  in  aftronomy,  knew  tliat  a 
lunar  eclipfe  would  happen  at  the  tune  he 
mentioned.  It  accordingly  took  place,  and 
the  people  were  fo  terrified  that  they  brought 
him  all  kinds  of  provifions,*  and  entreated 
him  to  appeafe  the  wTath  of  his  Deity,  and 
fupplicate  him  to  reilore  the  light  of  thti 
moon. 

E,  In  what  elfe  docs  aftronomv  inftruct 
us  r 

C  In  the  knowledge  of  the  folar  fyftem. 
By  this  fyftem  I  mean  the  eftablilhed  order 
of  that  part  of  the  creation  which  relates  to 
the  fun,  and  the  heavenly  bodies  that  move 
round  him.  The  fun  is  fixed  in  the  centre  of 
this  fyftem,  and  tlie  planets,  or  moving  ftars, 
with  their  fatellites,  or  moons,  move  round  him 
in  different  times  and  at  different  diftances. 

E.  Do 
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E.  Do  you  fciv  the  flin  is  fixed  ?  Does  \\e 
not  move,  as  he  appears  to  do  ? 

C.  The  fun  has  a  motion  upon  his  own 
axis,  and  that  h.as  been  difcovered  b}^  cb- 
ferving  that  the  ipots  on  his  furface  change 
their  places.  The  e^rth  moves  round  the 
fun,  and  not  the  fim  round  tlie  earth. 

E.  Be  fo  i^ood  as  to  explain  to  me  the 
motion  of  the  earth, 

C.  The  earth  has  two  motions,  one  upon 
its  own  axis  ev^ery  twenty-four  hours,  which 
caufes  tiie  fucceiTion  of  light  and  darkrjefs, 
and  of  day  and  night ;  and  another  round  the 
fun  in  a  little  more  time  than  3Q5  days  :  It 
comes  to  the  fame  place  in  the  heavens  again 
in  that  time,  and  fo  completes  the  year. 
This  motion  of  the  earth  round  the  fun  caufes 
the  different  lengths  of  the  days  and  nights, 
and  of  courfe  of  the  different  fealbns  of  the 
vear. 

E.  If  the  fun  docs  not  move  round  the 
earth,  whv  do  y^Q  fav  that  the  fun  rlfes  and 
fcts? 

C.  When  we  ufe  thefc  words,  we  exprefs 

the 
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the  common  notions  of  mankind,  and  iiot 
the  true  nature  of  things.  Al  rronomy  teaehieS 
lis  to  diftinguiili  reality  from  appearance. 
This  appearance  will  be  the  fame  to  us  whe* 
ther  the  fnn  move  round  the  earth,  while 
the  earth  ftands  Itill,  or  the  fun  ftands  IttH; 
and  the  earth  moves  oti  its  axis  the  conti-ary 
way  to  that  w^iich  it  appears  to  move. 

i^.  I  cannot  clearly  conceive  this:  give 
me  fome  example  that  will  alfift  me  to  mi- 
derftand  you. 

C.  Do  you  not  rccollecl  when  we  wei-e 
returninsj  from  Scarboroudi,  and  our  chaife 
was  driven  very  rapidly  along  a  level  road, 
you  faid  the  trees  and  hedges  appeared  to 
move  the  contrary  way  to  that  we  Avere 
going ;  and  when  we  have  been  failing  upon 
the  lake  in  fniooth  ^vater,  have  not  the  ihores 
appeared  to  move  from  us,  and  not  we  from 
them  ? 

I'.  Omi  r^'c'i  motion  then  in  tiie  carnage 
and  the  boat,  I  fuppofe,  is  intended  to  repre- 
fent  the  real  motion  of  the  earth;  andi^.ic 
apparent  motion  of  the  trees  and  the ihm'CS' 

to 
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to  reprefent  the  apparent  motion  of  the  fun^ 
Thefe  inftances  greatly  affilt  me  to  con'e^l 
my  former  error.  Is  the  fun  a  very  large 
body? 

C.  It  is  computed  to  be  more  than  a 
milhon  times  larger  than  tlie  earth ;  it  would 
therefore  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  the  for- 
mer moved  round  the  latter.  You  might  as 
well  imagine  that  a  millftone  moved  round 
a  pebble. 

E,  How  many  planets  are  there  in  the 
folar  fyftem  ? 

C.  There  are  feven,  and  they  are  called 
Mercury,  Venus,  the  Earth,  Mars,  Jupiter,  Sa- 
turn, and  the  Georgiiun  Sidus.  I  name  them 
in  the  order  of  their  diftance  from  the  fun. 
Mercury  is  the  neareft,  and  the  Georgium 
Sidus  the  moft  remote.  Thefe  planets  are 
in  themfelves  opaque,  that  is,  dark-coloured 
bodies  reflecting  the  light  of  the  fun,  which 
makes  them  Ihine  with  more  or  lefs  fplen- 
dour. 

jB.  Are  there  any  other  bodies  belonging 
to  the  folar  fyftem } 

C.  Eighteen 


THE  %¥A:11RY  ItEAVE^^.  fdl 

C.  Eighteen  have  b(^en  tiifcovered :  they 
are  called  Satellites,  or  Moons.  The  moft 
confpicuous  is  our  Moon,  Avhich  moves  round 
the  earth  in  fomething  lefs  than  twenty- 
eight  d ays  :  foil  r  move  fdurid  Jupi  ter,  fe ven 
round  Saturn,  and  fix  round  the  GeOrgium 
Sidus.  They  move  round  their  rerpe6live 
'planets  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  planets 
move  round  the  fun,  from  weft  to  eait ;  ex- 
cept thofe  of  tiie  Georginm  Sidus,  \xHj<ltk 
appear  to  move  in  the  contrdi^  -dire^ion. 

E.  Were  the  antients  acqu'linted  with  the 
folar  fyftem  ? 

C.  It  was  know^n  to  Pythagoras,  an  eml-^ 
nent  Grecian  philofopher,  who  lived  500 
years  before  Chrift;  and  it  was  revived  by 
Copernicus,  a  Pruffian  aftronomer,  who  flou- 
rillicd  in  the  15th  century :  in  honour  of  him 
it  is  frequently  called  the  Copernican  Syftem. 

E.  What  are  Comets  ? 

C.  They  are  ftars  of  various  fizes,  With 
long  bright  tails,  refembling  a  bluiih  flame. 

E,  Are  there  any  that  belong  to  Oiir 
fyftem  ? 

VOL.  I.  M  C  Several 
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C.    Several  have  been  obferved  both  m 
.antient  and  modern  times.     They  move  very 
irregularly,  and  with  inconceivable  fwiftnefs 
round  the  iim,    and  they  crofs  the    orbits 
of  the     planets    in   all    directions.      Their 
periodical  times,  that  is,  the  time  i-n  which 
^.they  return  to   a  given  place,  is  very  dif- 
•  ficult  to  be  kuown.     Dr.  Ilaliey,   liowever, 
.  a  great  altronomer  of  the  laft  century,  calcu- 
^iated  the  time  Avhen  one  of  them  would  re- 
turn,, and -.the  event  agreed  very  nearly  with 
his  calculation. 

E.  Do  any  other  heavenly  bodies,  befides 
. ;thofe  we  have  mentioned,  move  round  the 
Qfm  ? 

•,     C,    No:    the-  other •  heavenly  bodies  are 
-  called  Fixed  Stars. 

,,  E,  What  is  the  nature  of  the  lixcd  ftars? 
"C.  As  they  ihine  with  their  own  light, 
they  are  fuppofed  to  be  funs,  and  that  eack 
^ is  placed  in  the  centre  of  a  lyftem,  in  which 
planets  revolve  round  them  as  ours  do=  round 
the  fun. — Imagine,  for  a  moment,  that  we 
'•Quid  foar  on  high,  as  I  was  wilhing  to  do 

juft 
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juft  before  we  began  this  converfation,  and 
we  were  placed  as  near  to  any  one  of  the 
ftars,  as  we  are  now  in  the  earth  to  the  fun  ; 
that  ftar  would  appear  as  near  to  us  as  the 
fun  now  does,  and  our  fun  would  appear  no 
larger  than  a  fixed  ftar.  Every  ftar  there- 
fore may  be  confidered  as  the  fun  of  a  fyftern, 
confrfting  of  planets  governed  by  laws,  and 
revolving  round  their  centre  with  regular 
motions,  and  invariably  keeping  the  tracks 
marked  out  for  them,  like  the  planets  of  our 
fyftem. 

E,  This  is  wonderful  indeed,  particularly 
as  the  fixed  ftars  appear  to  be  innumerable. 
Look  how  many  there  are ;  I  think  tliere  are 
thoufands,  nay  millions,  of  different  fizes. 

C  You  are  greatly  miftaken ;  for  the  moft 
accurate  and  keen-eyed  aftronomers  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  not  more  than  a  thoufand  ftars 
are  vifible  at  one  time  to  the  naked  eye. 
Many  more  indeed  have  been  brought  to 
view  by  the  alTiftance  of  telefcopes,  and  the 
greater  the  magnifying  power  of  fuch  glalfes 
is,  the  greater  is  the  number  difcov^red. 
M  ^>  Dr. 
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JJ/.  Hex'fchel^  whofe  application  to  aftrc^ 
.iiomyhas  been  inceifant,  by  tl>e  aid  of  his 
telelcopes  of  very  great  magnifying  power, 
^»ot  only  dirfcovered  the  Georgium  Skkis  and 
^s  fatellites,  but  has  afcertained,  that  i\i% 
"whole  luminous  track  in  the  heavens,  com- 
^raoniy  ,c^Ufd  the  Milky  JVoy,  confifts  en- 
^tirely  of  ftars,  and  that  their  number  cannot 
be  lefs  than  fifty  thoufand.  Huygens,  an 
eminent  aftronomer,  carried  his  ideas  fo  far 
with  refpeS:  to  the  probable  exiftence  of  un- 
jdifcoyered  llars,,^s^,  to  think  there  may  be 
ftars  at  fuch  an  inconceivable  diftance,  that 
their  li^j^ht  has  not  vet  reached  the  cartli 
)ince  its  creation,  notwithftanding  the  fwift- 
fiefs  of  light,  which  flies  a  million  of  time& 
fefter  than,  a  cannon-ball.  1  cannot  form, 
nor  endeavour  to  convey  to  you  a  more  fub- 
iime  and  aftonilhing,  idea  than  this,  of  the 
power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs  of  the  Almighty, 
extended  to  numberlefs  fyftems  of  worlds 
placed  in  the  immenfe  regions  of  fpace. 

JE.    As    the    univerfe  gives    us   fuch    an 
enlarged  notion  of  the    greatnefs  and   the 

power 
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power  of  God,  does  it  not  rpake.  mankind 
iippear  very  hiunblcj  and  too  niean  to  h6 
worthy  of  his  care  ?  Does  not  the  Pfalmift 
fay,  /  icill  confider  thy  heavens^  et^n  the 
works  of  thij  finders,  the  moon  and  ihejiars 
zvhich  thou  haft  ordained:  JFhat  is  man  that 
thou  art  mindful  of  him,  and  the  [on  oflnan 
that  thou  ^ifiteji  him  ? 

C.  This  reflexion  is  ufeful  to  abate  our 
pride,  and  to  teach  us  humility ;  .but  it  is 
far  froni  the  intention  of  the  Pfalfnift  to 
prove,  nor  is  there  reafon  for  concluding 
that  we  ai'e  too  inligniftcant  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Almighty.  For  luppofin^ 
millions  of  w^orlds  to  exift,  and  every  one  of 
them  to  be  full  of  inhabitants,  ftill  w-e  have 
fufficicnt  proofs  afforded  to  us  in  the  order  an.d 
regularity  with  which  all  things  are  conducted 
in  this  our  world,  in  our  defire  of  knowledge, 
and  the  means  afforded  to  us  of  acquiring  it ; 
in  the  comforts  allowed  to  us  in  this  life,  and 
the  affurance  conveyed  by  Revelation  of  a 
better  world  to  come,  to  be  fatisfied  that  we 
partake,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  created 

beings^' 
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beings,    the    bounty  and    the   care   of   the 
Almighty. 

I  hope,  my  dear  Emity,  I  have  faid  enough 
to  diveft  your  mind  of  the  notions  which  the 
vulgar  are  apt  to  entertain  of  the  ftars,  as  if 
they  were  only  little  lights  placed  in  the 
heavens  to  catch  the  eyes  of  a  few  accidental 
fpe6lators. 

E.  From  all  yQu  have  faid  I  am  certain 
that  aftronomy  is  a  noble  ftudy ;  I  am  eager 
to  know  niore  of  it. 

C.  What  I  have  told  you  is  very  fuperfi- 
cial  and  imperfect,  and  by  no  means  does 
juftice  to  the  fubjecl.  In  order  that  you 
may  enter  more  fully  into  the  fpirit  of  it,  -we 
will  read  Fontenelle's  Plurality  des  Mondes, 
and  Fergufon's  Aftronomy :  they  are  the 
eafieft  and  the  pleafanteft  books  of  t^ie  kind 
I  kno\y. 

During  this  converfation,  Emily,  leaning 
upon  her  father's  arm,  moderated  his  pace 
by  her  own  (low  fteps,  arid  they  both  fre- 
t^uently  paufed,  in  admiration  of  the  moon- 
light beauties  of  the  profpe6l,  where  all  Mas 
caipi,  folemn,  and  delicious. 

As 


THE   STARRY   HEAVllJJS.  16/ 

As  they  were  returning  with  moi-e  hafte— 
ill  one  of  their  intervals  of  filence^  on  a  fud- 
dfen  a  clarinet  was  heard,  and  the  notes  of' 
a  wild  and  plaintive  tune  fainted  their  ears.* 
The  echoes  caught  the  delightful  founds,  and 
repeated  them  from  different  rocks;  fome- 
times  they  fvvelled  full   in  the  breeze,  atid 
\\  hile  they  were  liftcning  to  fome  notes  that 
were   d^ing   away  in   the   diftance,    others* 
nearer  and  louder  ftruck  their  attention.  The" 
fcene  appeared   like  the  effect  of  enchant- 
ment—fo  indeed  did  the  mulic  :  it  refembled' 
the  illand  of  Profpero,    and   his  attendant 
Ariel  warbling  ^'  fweet  airs/' 

The  modulation  of  the  inftrument  was  fo 
fine  and  varied,  tlie  tones  fo  clear  and  me- 
lodious, and  the  paufes  fo  well  managed, 
that  Colonel  Lorton  declared  he  had  never 
heard  more  affecting  mufic,  Emily  was  mo- 
tionlefs,  and  filent — for  what  was  her  furprize, 
when  {he  recognized  the  very  fame  air  Edward 
Harriot  had  often  played  at  Lorton  Houfe, 
and  ihe  had  commended:  to  complete  her 
afionifhment,  it  proceeded  from  nearly  the 

famq 
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fame  place-7-a  fmall  opening^  between  tj-ic 
niouotalns^  whither  ihc  had  been  conveyed 
after  her  efcape  froui  tlfie^  immir^ent  danger 
of  a  watery  death. 

The  coincidence  Qfcircumitaaceg.  yei:y  for- 
cibly firuck  her  lyiind: — and  what,  thought  fiie, 
if  this  mufician  fhould  be  my  preferverhimfclf, 
ajid^  how  can  I  fail  to  entertain  and  encourage 
an  id^a  fo  flattering  tg  my  willies  ? — She  was 
j^ti  in  her  (jonje6bur^,  foi'.EdAYard  during 
manj^  a  finq  evening  had  frequented,  the  m.e- 
m()rs\r\^\e  f^ot,  and  took  this  method  of  cht- 
rjiliing  the  Aveet  remembrance  of  her,  ^hofe 
image  was  engraved  on  his  h^art. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  xvr. 


She  would  lit,  and  tell 


Ofihadowy  gliofls,  that  glide  the  church-yard  path. 
And  fcare  the  Ichool-boy- — of  the  death-bed  call 
Heard  by  the  fell  affallin — of  blue  flames 
Seen  in  the  lonely  tower  at  eventide  ; 
Till  her  pale  auilitors  with  panic  chill'd, 
Par'd  not  to  look  alkancc A, 


About  this  time  the  attention  of  the  far^iily 
^t  Lorton  houfe  was  directed  to  an  incident 
\v;hich  gave  rife  to  an  interefting  converfation. 
Mrs,  Mapleton  remarked  to  her  brother,  that 
none  of  their  fervants  for  the  laft  evening  or 
two,  would  go  alone  into  any  of  the  rooms 
in  the  houfe,  butj  two  or  three  alwa^^s  w;ent 
together,  and  they  all  feeqied,  the  men  asj 
well  as  the  women^  to  be  in  great  fright  tjind 
agitation.  The  cook-maid  appeared  to  be 
more  alarn^qd  than  the  reft :  and  Mrs,  Ma- 
pleton, 
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pleton,  wifhing  her  brother  to  hear  what 
caufe  the  girl  had  to  aiTign  for  her  ftrange 
alteration  of  behaviour,  called  her  into  the 
parlour ;  and  the  account  flie  gave,  with 
much  hefitation,  and  a  faltering  voice,  was 
as  follows  : 

"  I  was  fent,"  faid  ftie,  "on  an  errand 
to  Dr.  Marriot's,  and  Avas  kept  there  fo 
long,  that  I  was  obliged  to  return  homa 
alone,  a  little  before  it  was  quite  dark; 
juft  as  I  had  pafled  through  the  church- 
yard, I  thought  I  heard  a  noife  behind  me, 
and  on  looking' back,  I  faw  a  moft  terrible 
fight  indeed — it  was  a  ghoft  with  large 
flaming  eyes  moving  ilowly  towards  the  church 
door :  I  was  fo  terrified,  I  hardly  dared  to 
ftir  or  breathe ;  but  at  laft  I  ran  about  a 
hundred  yards,  and  then  ventured  to  look 
back,  when  the  whole  infide  of  the  church 
appeai'ed  to  be  in  a  blaze  of  fire.  As  foon  as 
I  came  home,  I  told  what  I  had  feen  to  my 
fellow-fervants,  and  they  all  faid,  that  what 
I  had  feen  could  be  nothing  elfe  but  farmer 
Davis's  ghoft,  that  cannot  reft  in  the  grave, 

becaufe, 
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becaufe,  cruel  wretch  as  he  was,  he  beat  his 
poor  plough-boy  to  death.  I  allure  you,  dame 
Rogers  told  us,  he  has  often  been  feen  in  that 
place.  I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  not  be  angry, 
but  for  my  part,  I  would  not  venture  to  go 
.iildne  again  acrofs  the  church-yard  at  niglit, 
no,  not  if  you  would  give  me  a  purfe  of 
gold." 

Had  Colonel  Lorton  or  his  fifter  fuppofed 
the  cook-maid  would  have  related  fuch  a 
ftory,  they  w^ould  on  no  account  have  al- 
lowed iier  to  do  fo,  when  Emily  and  Fanny 
were  prefent.  Both  of  them  liftened  to  every 
w^ord  fhe  faid  with  fixed  attention :  at  firit 
they  furveyed  her  with  aftoniihment ;  at  the 
end  of  her  narrative,  Emily  was  itanding 
clofe  to  her  father,  with  her  arms  thrown 
around  him,  and  the  trembling  Fanny  ftood 
near  Mrs.  ^lapleton,  and  concealed  her 
face. 

"  Well,"  faid  the  Colonel,  laughing,  "  this 
is  a  terrible  adventure  indeed;  why,  cook, 
how  came  the  ghoft  not  to  fly  away  both 
with  you  and  the  church ;    but  I  fuppofe 

YOU 


you  would  have  been  rather,  too  heavy  for 
h^ini  \o  carry.  Now  what  will  you  lay,  if 
I  e>:plaiq  thq  whole  myftery.  Take  my 
word.  for.  it,  whut  you  .  law  was  only  the 
Pocxpr  walking  acrofs  the  church-yard  with,' 
hi^  l^^n^ern.  ia  hi$  h?ind,'  andr  wh^t  you,  mif- 
^opk  ipii  the  cl^urch  in  a  blaze,  was  nothing 
but  the  light  of  the  lantern  fhining  through 
tjhe  windows,  while  the  doGfcor  was  walking 
^gi  the  church.  That  you.  and  the  other  fer- 
vants  may  be  free  from  any  more  alarms,  and^ 
have  the  laugh  completely ,  turned  againft 
youj  I  ^vill  take  ^  w^lk  ^o  the  djoQjor's 
houfc,  and  clear  up  the  whole  wonder."  ^ 

The  colonel  went  there,  and  in  a  ftiort 
time  retjurned,  fully  coniirmed  in  hi^j  con- 
je^ure.  Tlji^  truth  was,  the  doctor  accordr 
ing  to  cuftom,  had,  been  taking  one  of  his 
evening  wallas  in  the  church,  and  thinking  it 
would  foon  grow  dark,  carried  his  lantern 
l^ady  lighted  in  hi§  hand. 

.  Tranquillity  was,  thus  in  a.  great  degree 
reftorcd,  in  the  kijtchen,  but  the  mind  of 
Emily    was  diftiu'bed ;    ihe  had  indeed,  no 

longer 


'•*'^ 


EMILY.  T"? 

longer  'any  Moubl:'  as  t®  ^  the  True  *  cauTe  *6f 
tHe  late  klahn  timohg  tlie  iervants,  •  pt  fhfi 
var?ous  talcs  !he  had  heard  from  them,  oc- 
curred to  her  recoUeclion,  and  ilie  ventnr^d 
to  fay,  "  PraJy,  dear  father,  tell  me  the  rea- 
fo'n,'  why-fo  many  ftories  are  told  of  ghofts 
and  apparitibns  V 

*'  Various  &ufc's,'*  faid  the  colonel,  "  may 
he  ^affi'gndd  'fir  their  origin  and  circulation. 
Before  the  llefori nation,  the  prielts  of  the 
church  of  Rome  endeavoured  to  ftipport 
their  falling  credit  by  telling  ftories  of  falfe 
miracles,  and  fupernatural  appearances;  fiU 
perftition,  bad  confciences,  and  low  fpirits 
have  added  to  their  number;  the  impreffion  of 
them  has  been  deeply  fixed  in  the  minds  of 
the  ignorant  and  the  timid,  and  their  fond- 
nels  for  whatever  is  marvellous  has  induced 
theui  to  circulate  thefe  tales,  and  deliver 
them  down  from  one  generation  to  another, 
clothed  with  additional  circumftances  of 
terror  and  difmay." 

"One  very  great  fource  of  thefe  tales  is 
fear,    which  had  you    know  fuch  an  etre6t 

upon 
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upon  the  poor  cook  as  to  make  her  trans- 
form the  (lo6lor  into  a  ghoft ;  another  caufe 
altnoft  as  fruitful  is  artifice — this  prevails 
in  cafes  where  perfons  have  recourfe  to 
feme  contrivance,  and  fpread  a  falfe  report, 
that  they  may  without  interruption  can-y  on 
fome  bad  practices;  and  as  I  look  upon 
this  to  be  a  mode  of  producing  the  terrific, 
againft  which  you  ought  particularly  to  be 
put  upon  your  guard,  I  will  read  to  you 
from  an  ancient  family  manufcript,  the  ftory 
of  an  adventure  that  befel  one  of  our  an- 
celtors. 

The  fervants  were  all  ordered  to  attend 
in  the  parlour,  and  the  Colonel  began  as 
follows : 

"  Some  centuries  ago,  when  the  fpirit  of 
romantic  enterprize  lircd  the  breaft  of  every 
gentleman,  as  much  as  fuperftition  and  ter- 
ror haunted  the  minds  of  the  lower  ranks  of 
fociety,  Sir  Martin  do  Courcy,  a  pious  and 
brave  knight,  who  liad  obtained  renown  at 
the  battles  of  Creci  and  Poitiers,  was  tra- 
velling towards  the  north  of  Endand,  at- 

tended 
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tended  by  feveral  domeftics,  cliarged  with 
important  dilpatches  to  king  Edward  the 
third.  After  a  tedious  journey  through  a 
wild  country,  he  reached  a  .ii nail  village 
near  wliich  was  an  anticnt  caltle.  He  in- 
quired in  the  village,  if  he  could  he  accom- 
modated with  entertainment  and  lodging  in 
the  caftle.  ''  Sir  knight,"  faid  a  hoary-headed 
cottao-cr,  "  you  muft  not  think  of  foiourninji 
there,  the  place  has  been  long  uninhabited, 
and  no  one  ventures  to  approach  nearer  to 
it,  than  the  draw-bridge  ;  for  ftrange  noifes 
have  been  heard  to  proceed  from  tiience  by 
night,,  lights  have  been  feen  moving  along 
the  windows,  and  the  place  is  certainly 
haunted  by  evil  fpirits ;  they  wander  about 
the  great  rooms,  and  in  the  dark  and  vaft 
dungeons  under  them,  where  it  is  faid  they 
chain  and  torment  all  ralli  intruders  upon 
their  deeds  of  darknefs." 

"  Good  Friend,"  faid  Sir  IMartin,  ''  I  know 
no  fear,  becaufe  my  confcience  reproaches 
me  with  no  crime.  I  am  a  true  Knio;ht,  and 
I  hope  a  true  Chriftian  ;   curious  snd  eager 

have 


-naffe  I  Beeh  from  my  childhood  to  (coti' 
'>7erfe  With  unembodied  fpirits,  if  fiich  abide 
here  or  elfewhere.  I  am  therefore  refolved 
to  pafs  this  night  in  the  caftlc,  vrhatever 
may  be  the  iiTue  of  the  adventure." 

The  knight  commanded  his  fervants  to 
attend  him  with  wine  and  candles,  and  de* 
Ih'ed  the  old  cottager  to  lead  the  way.  *^  To 
the  caftle  yard  will  I  attend  you  full  rea« 
<3iiy,"  faid  he,  "  but  not  a  ftep  farther  :  I 
will  hot  fo  much  expole  mvfelf  to  the  ah^er 
of  th'efe  fpirits,  as  to  be  guilty  of  rallinefs 
like  thine." 

They  afcended  the  hill  upon  which  the 
eaftle  ftood,  and  pafled  through  the  firft  gate 
into  the  court-yard,  which  was  overgrown 
with  fpire  grals  and  weeds.  They  pafled 
over  the  draw-bridge  ;  under  it  appeared  the 
clark  and  deep  water  of  the  moat,  which 
furrounded  the  caftle.  As  they  v.ere  pro- 
ceeding to  the  fecond  portcullis-gate,  the 
moon  before  obfcurcd  by  clouds,  llibhe 
clearly,  and  ilied  its  light  upon  the  tofty 
towers,  and  filvered  with  full  fplendour  the 
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long  liac  of  grated  windows  of  the  caftle- 
hall,  while  the  broken  arches  and  walls 
neareft  to  theni  remained  in  deep  Ihadow. 
They  advancejd  up  a  flight  of  fteps  to  an  im- 
menfe  door,  plated  with  iron,  which  grated 
harihly  on  its  hinges  as  they  with  difficulty 
opened  it.  They  entered  the  great  hall, 
and  by  the  light  of  the  torches  they  furveyed 
its  ample  fpace,  the  roof  was  raftered,  the 
fire-place  was  of  very  wide  extent,  over  it 
were  hung  coats  of  mail,  and  on  the  walls 
were  arranged  corflets,  fpears,  and  helmets  ; 
under  the  windows  ftood  long  tables,  where 
the  lord  of  the  caftle  had  in  old  time 
been  accuftomed  to  feaft  his  knights  and 
valTals  :  there  was  a  gallery  formerly  the  fta- 
tion  of  the  harpers  and  minftrels,  but  now 
vanilhed  was  the  banquet,  and  mute  was 
the  harp  ;  all  was  filent  and  gloomy  as  the 
grave. 

When  they  advanced  to  the  upper  end 
of  the  hall,  the  fervants  of  Sir  Martin  were 
ftartled  at  feeing  two  gigantic  forms  of  men 
in  complete  armour  ftanding  in  niches  :  Sir 
Martin,  nothing  daunted,   drew  his  fword, 
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and  on  advancing  nearer,  difcovered  the  oiie 
to  be  a  ftatue  ot  Guy  Earl  ofAVarwick,  who 
flew  Colebrand  the  Dane,  in  lingle  combat; 
and  the  other  was  vSir  Hugh  Cffilkreo  the 
Kni«;ht  of  the  Foreft  of  Indewood,  who 
fid:)dued  four  Caledonians  of  redoubtable 
prowcfs.  They  then  entered  a  room,  for- 
merly the  private  apiartment  of  the  lord  of 
the  caftle ;  the  furniture  confifted  of  an  an- 
tient  ebony  tabic,  and  high  backed  chairs, 
curioufly  carved ;  pictures  of  old  Avarriours 
and  ladies,  mouldering  in  their  frames  hung 
around.  Sir  Martin  ordered  a  fire  to  be 
lighted  in  this  apartment,  the  candles  to  be 
placed  upon  the  table,  and  bade  his  for  van ts 
return  to  the  village. 

He  heard  diftin6):ly  the  found  of  their  re- 
tiring footfCeps,  and  the  harih  grating  of  the 
ponderous  door  as  they  fliut  it  after  them, 
till  at  lalt  all  was  fdence.  He  then  lakl 
his  fword  upon  the  table,  took  out  his  mafs- 
book,  and  fervently  repeated  his  vefpcrs. 
He  could  not  however  bring  his  mind  into 
a  ftute  of  perfei^    conipofure,   but  walked 
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Jabout  the  room.  As  he  grew  more  anjl 
more  reftlefs,  he  took  a  candle  to  examuie 
tlie  obie6is  around  him,  and  difcovercd  a 
pair  of  folding  doors;  on  opening  them 
he  fkw  an  apartment  lofty,  fpacious,  and 
grand,  hung  roimd  with  rich  tapeftry  much 
faded  by  length  of  time.  On  one  fide  of  the 
room  was  wrought  the  death  of  St.  Edmund 
the  Idng  and  martyr,  who  w  as  bafely  (lain 
by  the  Pagan  Danes,  near  Framlingham 
caftle,  in  Norfolk.  His  pallid  head  lay  at 
a  diftance  from  his  body,  and  the  blood 
feemcd  to  be  flowing  in  a  frefh  ftream. 
Oppofite  this  was  curioufly  wTOught  the 
ftory  of  Don  Orlando  the  Spanifli  knight, 
and  his  miftrefs  the  falfe  Ifabel  of  Arrati^on. 
The  knight  in  complete  armour  was  fitting 
in  despair  ^  the  tomb  of  Ifabel,  to  whom 
he  had  plighted  his  love,  before  he  went  to 
the  Holy  Wars  ;  her  corfe,  beautiful  even  in 
•jdeath,  was  laid  at  his  feet;  and  the  fatal 
dagger  was  fixed  in  her  foowy  bofom.  At 
a  diftance  was  the  body  of  his  rival  Almida 
the  JVioor,  whom  Don  Orlando  had  flain  in 
N  2  fmgle 


fingle  coiHbat.  Each  of  thefe  pieces  of 
tapeitry  had  explanatory  infcriptions  worked 
in  large  Gothic  charaelers. 

While  Sir  ]\fartin  was  attentively  looking 
at  tliefe  tragical  fubjeels,  fo  deeply  affc6ling 
to  one  m  his  peculiar  lituation,  he  heard  a 
ruftling  noife  at  one  of  the  windows  ;  on 
turning  raund  he  perceived,  though  indil- 
tin^lly,  on  the  outfide  of  the  window  two 
lofty  and  dark  figures  benfding  backward 
and  forward — he  Itood  iirm,  and  demanded 
who  was  there,  but  no  anfwer  was  returned 
- — all  was  profoundly  filent.  He  then  clofed 
the  beaver  of  his  helmet,  grafped  his  fword, 
and  advanced  with  a  flow  pace,  and  juft  as 
he  approached  the  window,  the  moon 
ilione  out  brightly,  and  difcovered  thefe 
figures  to  be  two  tall  trees  waving  in  the 
wind.  This  incident  confirmed  his  eourase, 
and  he  fmiled  to  think  how  alaiTncd  his  fer- 
vants  would  have  been,  had  they  been  fpec- 
tators  of  this  appearance. 

As  he  returned  through  the  room,  he  fwr- 
vfyed   the^tapcftry  again,    tlje  eyes   of  tlie 


figures  Teemed  to  glare  upoahim,  and  yet 
\ras  his  heart  unappalled  ;  he  ftirred  the, 
embers  ahnoft  expiring  on  the  hearth  in  the 
fmall  room,  and  then  refolved  to  refigii 
himfelf  to  llcep.  For  a  ihort  time  he  dozed, 
till  the  clock  of  the  caftlG,  ^Wth  folemn., 
deep,  and  diltant  Itrokes  at  long  intervals, 
founded  the  hour  of  midnight,  and  awoke 
him.  An  awful  fdcnce  iuceeeded,  broken 
only  by  the  hollow  murmuring  of  the  wind 
around  the  walls  and  battlements  of  tlie 
caftle. 

Sir  Martin  \vas  at  length  ftartled  by  hear- 
ing, or  thinking  he  heard,  a  diftant  noife 
which  feemed  to  proceed  from  the  farther 
end  of  the  long  tapeftry  room.  It  feemed 
like  the  clanking  of  chaius,  and  fuch  it  really 
was,  and  the  fbund  of  feet  ftrongly  and 
firmly  treading,  announced  the  approach  of 
fome  one.  And  now  Sii'  Martin,  the  adven- 
ture began  to  alTume  a  ferious  appearance, 
and  required  the  utmoft  exertion  of  thy  in- 
trepidity to  fupport  thee  !  The  folding  doors 
flew  open,    and  a  lofty  figure  of  a  knight 
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clot'hed  in  complete  armour  appeared,  hold- 
ing a  blazing  torch  in  one  hand,  and  a  heavy 
chain  in  the  other;  his  head  was  covered 
with  a-  helmet  farnioimtcd  by  a  black  wav- 
ing plume  of  feathers.  The  figure  advanced 
towards  Sir  Martin,  then  ftopped,  but  fpoke 
not  a  word. 

Sir  jMartin  rofe  from  his  feat,  and  in  a 
firm  tone  demanded,  in  the  name  of  the  Holy 
Virgin  and  St.  George,  what  caufe  brought 
him  there.  The  figure  waved  his  torch, 
pointed  it  to  the  place  from  wlience  he  had 
come,  made  figns  for  Sir  Martin  to  follow 
him,  and  then  flowly  turning  round,  f^alked 
awaiy.  Sir  Martin  grafping  his  fword  in  his 
right  hand,  took  a  candle  in  his  lefl,  and 
obeyed.  The  figure  led  the  way  with  flow 
fteps ;  but  ftill  lie  fpoke  not  a  word.  When 
he  came  to  the  end  of  the  tapeflry  room,  h^ 
opened  a  fecret  door,  and  Sir*  Martin  fol- 
lowed him  down  a  flight  of  wide  and  wind- 
ing ftairs.  They  then  came  to  the  end  of  a 
long  vaulted  pafTage,  and  all  on  a  fudden 
his  myfteribus  guide  difappeared.  Sir  Mar- 
tin 
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tin  funk  down  through  a  trap-door,  and  on 
recovering  from  a  flight  fall,  he  found  iiim- 
ielf  in  a  laro'e  vault  well  lighted  by  lamps — 
and  in  the  power,  not  of  fpectres,  appari- 
tions, or  fupernatural  beings,  but  of  a  num- 
ber of  Itout  and  fiercely  looking  men,  of  black 
and  difmal  afpefc,  who  inftantly  furrounded 
him,  and  threatened  him  with  death.  His 
great  foul  meditated  refinance,  but  what 
could  one  knight  do  when  oppofed  to  fuch 
numbers  ? 

''  Ralli  llranger,"  faid  their  leader,  "  in 
defiance  of  the  meafures  we  have  taken  to 
deter  all  perfons  from  coming  hither,  thou 
haft  dared  to  violate  this  retreat,  in  w'hich 
we  carry*  on  our  occupation  of  coining,  and 
fo  prepare,  inftantly,  to  fuffer  for  thy  folly." 

Here  he  paufed,  and  Sir  Maftin  obtained 
permiffion  to  fpeak.  ^'  Gentlemen,"  faid  he, 
*'  my  conduct  in  coming  to  this  caftle  may 
make  you  think  me  prefumptuous  and  de- 
figning,  but  I  afiure  you  upon  the  facred 
word  of  a  true  knight,  I  promife  to  keep  this 
adventure  a  fecret;    fo  do  not,    I  conjure 
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you,  commit  a  crime  by  putting  a  man  to 
death,  who  never  had  the  leaft  intention  to 
injure  you  :  fliould  you  take  my  life,  con- 
lider  the  confequences  of  a  deed  not  only 
cruel,  but  impolitic  in  the  extreme.  I  am 
the  bearer  of  letters  of  great  importance  to 
the  king,  which  I  am  bound  to  deliver  in 
perfon  :  I  have  many  trulty  fervants  in  the 
village,  they  will  n:iake.  the  moft  diligent 
fearch  after  me,  and  at  lalt  this  place  and 
you  will  be  difcovered ;  what  the  confe^ 
quences  will  certainly  be,  as  you  may  eafily 
guefs,  I  need  not  deicribe," 

The  argument  of  the  knight  prevailed; 
and  the  coiners  agreed  to  truft  to  his  prornife, 
after  having  made  him  fwear  by  the  Holy 
Evangelifts,  that  he  would  relate  the  moft 
terrible  account  of  his  adventures  in  the 
caftle,  They  then  conducted  him  courte- 
oufly  back  to  the  tapeftry  room,  and  as 
foon  as  the  day  dawned,  he  returned  to  the 
village,  and  aflfured  the  people  he  had  {een^ 
fuch  things  as  were  too  frightful  to  defcribe. 

Some 
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Some  years  after  this  adventure,  as  Sir 
Martin  was  entertaining  a  party  of  friends  in 
his  own  caftle,  he  was  informed  a  ftranger 
had  brought  him  two  fine  horfes,  and  re- 
queued leave  to  fpeak  to  him — but  refufed 
to  enter  the  eaftle.  He  went  out,  and  the 
ftranger,  whofe  voice  he  thouglit  he  had 
Ibmewhere  heard  before,  informed  him,  that 
the  perfons,  who  had  fworn  him  to  fecrecy 
in  the  haunted  caftle,  returned  him  thanks 
for  having  kept  his  promife,  and  now  re- 
leafed  him  from  it,  as  they  had  quitted  the 
caftle  for  ever.  "  I  am  the  perfon,"  con- 
tinued he,  "  whofe  office  it  was  to  terrify 
every  one  who  came  to  pry  into  our  fecrets, 
by  dreffmg  myfelf  in  complete  armour,  and 
appearing  in  the  tapeftry  room.  In  the 
name  of  my  companions  I  beg  your  accept- 
ance of  a  prefent  of  horfes  as  a  proof  of 
our  gratitude."  He  had  tied  the  horfes  to  a 
tree,  and  as  foon  as  he  had  ended  his  fpeech, 

galloped  awav,  with  the  greateft  fpeed. 
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•  Sir  Martin  then  returned  to  hi^  impa- 
tient friends,  and  related  tiie  particulars  of 
tiiis  fingular  adventure.  They  warmly  con- 
gratulated him  on  the  proof  he  had  given  of 
undaunted  courage,  and  his  nohle  triumph 
over  popular  fuperftition. 

"  IVIy  courage/'  faid  he,  "  is  greatly  con- 
firmed by  a  fure  confidence  in  my  great 
Creator.  I  fupplicate  his  gqidance  by  prayer, 
m^l  I  endeavour  to  deferve  his  proteciion  by 
a  holy  life.  If  the  world  was  as  much  un- 
der the  control  of  fpiritual  Beings,  as  the 
vulgar  chriftians  of  this  age  imagine,  ftill  I 
iHould  be  confident  they  mult  a61;  under  the 
(jircctron  of  the  Almighty  ;  and  that  he  will 
either  avert  every  mifchief  they  meditate 
againft  us,  or  will  caufe  wliatever  evil  they 
nvay  be  permitted  to  inflict,  to  turn  to  our 
advantage.-' 

The  Colonel  read  the  foregoing  narrative 
in  a  very  s^erious  and  impreffive  manner. 
At  hrft  tlie  eyes  of  Emily  and  Fanny  were 
iivcd  ftcadily  upon  him,  and  they  fcarccly 
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ventured  to  move  :  towards  the  conclulion 
they  felt  more  at  eafe,  and  their  eyes  bright- 
ened with  their  accultomed  cheerfidnefs.  The 
fervants  Ihowed  various  degrees  of  anxiety, 
fear,  and  furprize.  No  one  w^s  more  at- 
tentive than  the  cook- maid.  She  fcreamed 
at  the  defcription  of  "  the  clanking  chains," 
and  liftened  with  wild  amaze  to  the  account 
of  "theclocji  Itriking  twelve,"  and  the  ap~ 
pearanc€  of  "  the  tall  armed  figure  with 
waving  plumes,  who  fpoke  not  a  word." 

Emily,  when  alk:ed  what  Ihe  thouglit  of 
the  ftory,  ventured  to  fay,  w  ith  a  face  fuf- 
fufed  with  bluflies — *^  That  Sir  Martin  was 
too  curious,  but  Ibe  was  glad,  very  glad  in- 
deed, as  he  w^as  fo  good  and  brave,  that  he 
efcaped  from  the  old  caftle  without  injury." 


CHAP. 
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^*  There  is  not  a  more  proinifing  fign  in  a  young 
perfqn,  than  a  readincfs  to  liear  the  advice  of  ^lol^ 
vhofc  a^c  and  experience  qualify  them  for  judging 
maturely. 

**  Life  is  a  journey,  and  they  only  wlio  have  tra- 
velled a  confidcrablc  way  in  it,  are  fit  to  dired  thofe 
who  are  fctting  out." 

Burgh's  Dignity  of  Human  Nature. 


The  next  time  the  Lorton  and  Marriot 
families  met,  the  Colonel  related  what  had 
paffed,  and  favoured  Dr.  Marriot  and  Ed- 
ward with  the  perufal  of  the  ftory  of  Sir 
Martin,  and  the  haunted  caftle.  They  ex- 
preiTcd  great  approbation  of  the  method  the 
Colonel  had  taken  to  diveft  his  family  of 
their  terrours  with  regard  to  ghofts,  and  the 

Doctor 
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Do6~tor  hi'^lily  applauded  the  religious  turn 
niven  to  the  conclufion  of  the  narrative. 

The  frequent  vilits  of  the  two  families  now 
tending  towards  fome  intereftiiig  explana- 
tions, were  inteiTupted  by  the  departure  of 
Emily  to  London. 

Mrs.  Wilfon,  a  diftant  relation  of  her  mo- 
ther, who,  as  has  been  before  hinted,  had 
lent  the  Colonel  a  fum  of  money  for  the  im- 
provement of  his  eftate,  earneftly  requefted 
her  company  to  pafs  fome  time  with  her  in 
to^vn.  The  reafon  ilie  urged  was,  that  Ihe 
wilhed  to  ftrens^then  her  conne6lion  w  ith  his 
family,  for  w^hich  jhe  profefled  a  great  re- 
gard, and  was  very  defirous  to  give  Emily 
the  advantages  of  completing  her  education, 
and  being  introduced  into  fuch  fociety  as  Ihe 
had  no  opportunity  of  feeing  at  home.  The 
Colonel  thought  this  vifit  likely  to  prove 
highly  advantageous  to  his  daughter  in  all 
thefe  refpei*ts ;  and  as  he  was  under  fuch 
obligations  to  Mrs.  Wilfon,  he  was  anxious 
to  accede  to  her  propofal,  particularly  as 
Mrs.  Mapleton  concurred  wdth  him  in  opi- 
nion. 
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nion.  He  wrote  to  Mrs.  Wiifon,  to  expi^efs 
ills  ready  acceptance  of  her  offer,  not  fuf- 
pe6iing,  as  he  had  heard  little  of  her  mode 
of  life,  for  a  confiderable  time,  that  flie  had 
made  a  great  progrefs  in  diffipation. 

"  I  am  going,"  faid  Colonel  Lorton  to 
Emily,  "  to  give  Mrs.'Wilfon  the  greateft 
proof  of  my  confidence,  by  placing  you  un- 
der her  care.  I  well  know,  that  at  prefent 
for  my  fake,  and  very  foon  for  your  own,  as 
ilie  cannot  be  infenfible  to  your  merit,  ilie 
will  render  you  every  act  of  kindnefs ; — but 
tliere  are  attentions  which  Ihe  is  unable  to 
pay  to  you. 

"  With  refpe^.tp^  manners,  and  all  tlic 
.exterior  polifli  of  lailiionable  life,  you  c^n- 
fHot  have  a  bettor  inftru6l:or ;  but  as  I  am 
apprehenfive  of  her  neglc6t  of  -^vhat  I  deem 
far  more  effential  to  your  future  comfort  and 
liappinefs,  I  muft  endeavour  to  fupply  the 
deficiency,  and  attend  to  the  moral  difcipline 
jof  your  mind.  I  muft  keep  you  upon  the  alert, 
my  dear  Emily,  as  I  ufed  to  do  my  regiment. 
Tlier.e  muft  be  vigilance  to  prevent  defertion. 

and 
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end  occupation  to  exclude  idleness— we  mult 
take  care  to  guard  agaiivlt  tliat  inlidioi?>, 
lubtlc,  and  inlinuating  enemy,  an  exccfiive 
]ove  ofPlcallire,  and,  all  will  be  well. — Suj>- 
pofe  we  agree  to  keep  up  a  regular  corrc- 
fpondence  ?"' 

"  Nothing,  my  dear  Sir,"  faid  Enrtlr, 
*•  will  give  me  more  pleaiure  :  and  from  tiie 
variety  of  objects  I  fnall  fee,  and  the  nume- 
rous parties  into  which  I  fliall  be  introduced, 
I  think  I  iliall  not  v.ant  fubjeds  to  enter- 
tain vou." 

*'  In  my  letters  to  you,"  faid  the  Colonel^ 
**  it  will  be  my  endeavour,  in  conformity 
with  the  former  courfe  of  your  education,  to 
lirengthcn  your  religious  principles,  to  im- 
prove you  in  various  branches  of  know  ledge, 
and  to  fix  your  attention  upon  fueh  topics  as 
may  enrich,  refine,  and  enlarge  your  mind. 
I  ilvall  direct  you  to  fubje6ls  rather  ufeful, 
than  ornamental;  and. thus  I  iliall  enabi4^ 
you  to  lay  up  a  valuable  ftock  of  w  ifdom 
and  knowledge  for  future  years;  for  iliould 
you  ir,(irr\i,  you  will  thus  be  better  qualitiai 

both 
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bolh  to  communicate  information  to  your 
children^  and  to  be  a  judge  of  the  inftruc- 
tions  moft  proper  for  them  to  receive :  or  if 
you  remain  Jingle,  your  hours  of  leifure,  un- 
interrupted by  the  cares  of  a  family,  may  be 
moft  pleafantly  filled  up  by  purfuing,  to  any 
extent  you  pleafe,  your  progrefe  in  ufeful 
ftudies." 

"  Such  purfuits,  my  dear  father,"  faid 
Emily,  "  will  have  every  claim  to  my  beft 
attention,  particularly  as  they  will  be  en- 
deared by  your  recommendation." 

"  Never  forget,"  continued  the  Colonel, 
**  the  ineftimable  value  of  Time :  it  is  a  trea- 
fure  entrufted  to  our  care,  and  Ave  are  re- 
fponfible  to  our  great  Creator  for  the  ufe  we 
make  of  it.  Time  once  gone  is  loft  for  ever ; 
and  you  may  as  well  attempt  to  call  back  the 
rapid  ftream  of  the  Greeta,  or  ftop  the  clouds 
now  flying  over  Borrowdale,  as  recover  the 
hours  that  are  gone.  The  ftream,  the  clouds, 
and  the  hour^  all  move  with  a  courfe  we 
cannot  control,  and  are  all  equally  irrevo- 
cable. 

"  Look 
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**  Look  upon  every  day  as  a  blank  leaf 
of  a  memorandum- book,  given  to  you  to  fill 
up  M'ith  notices  of  fome  ufeful,  or  at  leaft 
fome  harmlefs  employment;  and  remember 
that  whatever  you  write  in  it,  can  never  be 
blotted  out.  Take  care  therefore  not  to  in- 
fcrt  any  thing  that  will  excite  the  bhilli  of 
fliame,  or  the  tear  of  regret.  I  hope  you 
will  read  every  one  of  thefe  memoranda  with 
pleafure  fifty  years  hence,  and  you  will  do 
well  to  think  now,  in  w^hat  manner  you  will 
then  wiih  you  had  paiied  this  prime  of  your 
life. 

"  Above  all  things,  my  Emily,  avoid  idle- 
nefs^  for  it  is  not  only  allied  to  folly,  but  to 
vice.  Be  alTured  too  that  it  reduces  a  per- 
fon  to  a  very  vexatious  and  even  painful 
ftatc :  I  never  knew  an  idler  who  was  not 
infinitely  more  perplexed  and  uncomfortable 
for  want  of  fomething  to  do,  than  the  dili- 
gent ever  are  when  doing  what  they  ought. 

**  With  regard  to  the  fuhjtEts  of  your  hi- 
ters  to  me,  I  wiih  to  leave  them  intirely  to 
your  own  choice,  in  order  tjh^it  you  may  write 
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to  me  \Aith  fpirit  and  pleafure,  for  I;  prefer 
half  a  dozen  lines  written  from  the  heart,  at 
the  moment  you  are  animated  by  fome  .fa- 
vourite fubjeO;,  to  whole  ilieets  compofed 
with  reluctance,  merely  becaufe  you  are  un- 
der the  neceffity  of  correfponding  with  your 
father.  Leave  journals  to  failors  and  travel- 
lers, and  i^nitate  Mifs  Byron,  the  heroine  of 
Sir  Charles  Grandifon,  in  every  thing  but 
her  prolix  details  of  minute  occurrences." 

"  Thefe  kind  exprelTions  of  your  reliance 
on  my  judgment,"  faid  Emily,  "  I  will  en- 
deavour to  deferve.  Upon  whatever  fubjefe 
I  Ihall  think  of  fufficient  importance  to  com- 
municate, I  am  rcfolved  to  write  without  re- 
ferve :  for  by  concealing  any  circumftances, 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  impart,  or  by  dreffmg 
them  up  in  deceitful  colours,,  iliall  I  not  for- 
fake  the  path  of  truth,  which  your  example 
as  well  as  your  inltruClions  have  always 
taught  me  to  purfue  ?  Shall  I  not  forfeit 
your  love,  without  which  my  life  would  ceafe 
to  be  an  enjoyment.^" 

...Jo  4^;  CQurfe  of  the  converfetioii,  Emily 
5^  difcov-ered. 
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dhcovered  figns  of  dejection—"  I  am  going," 
iaid  llie,  "  to  London,  into  fcenes  of  ele- 
gance and  refinement;  but  educated,  as  I 
have  been,  in  the  country,  and  confcious  ci(f 
my  flendcr  abilities  and  attainments,  I  fliali 
appear  to  great  dilad vantage  among  thoik 
girls,  who  have  had  every  aiTiftance  to  im- 
prove their  talents,  and  are  adorned  wit^ 
the  moft  falliionable  accompiiihments." 

"  Take  courage,  my  dear,*'  replied  her  fa^^ 
ther,  ''  and  be  affured,  that  among  perfous 
of  found  fenfe,  fach  miaiilmiing  iamplicity  m 
character,  and  deixre  to  plcafe,  as  you  polleis, 
will  be  fufficient  recommendations  to  notice 
and  efteem.  Nor  are  you  fo  deficient  in  ac*- 
complilhments  as  your  diftidence  induces  you 
to  fuppofe ;  and  if  you  lliould  prove  inferior 
to  many  ladies  of  falhion,  who  J  have  heard 
are  finiihed  painters,  mulicians,  and  dancers, 
you  will  have  this  conlblation — as  you  neither 
challenge  competition,  nor  demand  praife,yoii 
will  awaken  no  jealoufy ;  fmce  they  will  not 
confider  you  as  a  rival,  they  may  be  pleafed 
to  give  you  many  ufeful  hints  as  an  admirer 
0  2  of 
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of  their  talents,  and  a  humble  imitator  of  their 
excellence.  The  London  ladies  may  boall 
of  more  fhowy  attainments,  but  they  cannot 
juftly  pride  tliemfelves  upon  inftruftions, 
which  have  obje6ts  in  view  fupcrior  to  your 
o\N  n.  Leave  to  them  the  oftcntatious  difplay 
of  accomplillnnents,  envy  them  not  the  fruits 
of  forced  cultivation,  which  only  iinpoveriili 
the  foil  of  the  mind,  and  make  it  incapable 
of  producing  future  plenty.  If  I  have  pur- 
fued  a  right  method  with  you,  the  propriety 
of  my  plan  will  be  juftified  by  the  courfe  of 
events,  and  the  progrefs  of  time,  when  you 
will  1)0  placed  in  new  fituations,  and  be 
obliged  to  acl  for  yourfelf ;  when  prudence 
and  refolution  muft  be  called  into  a^ion, 
and  you  muft  pra6tife  the  leiTons  you  have 
been  tauj^ht.  If  the  Virtues  ^o  before,  I 
ihall  be  glad  to  have  the  Graces  follow  in 
their  train ;  but  the  facrilice  by  which  their 
favour  is  to  be  obtained  muft  not  be  made 
at  the  expenfe  of  jv;inciple,  or  by  the  neglet^t^ 
of  any  part  of  moral  cultivation. 

CHAP. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 


Tell  Iiow  her  manners,  by  the  world  rofin'd, 

Left  all  the  taint  of  modiflj  vice  behind; 

And  made  each  charm  of  poiilh'd  crowds  agree 

With  candid  Truth's  fimplicity, 

And  un corrupted  Innocence  ; 

Tell — how  to  more  than  manly  fenfe. 

She  join'd  the  foftening  influence 

Of  more  than  female  tcndernefs. 

Lord  Lyttleton's  Monody. 


As  foon  as  Edward  heard  Emily  was  gone 
to  London,  confidering  himfelf  as  cut  off,  he 
knew  not  for  how  long  a  period,  from  her 
delightful  fociety,  vexation  and  forrow  took 
poffeffion  of  his  mind.  Fortunately,  the  fum- 
mer  vacation  was  expired,  and  he  found  no 
inconfiderable  relief  from  his  feelings  of  un- 
happincfs  in  change  of  place,  and  returning 
to  his  ftudies  and  his  companions  in  the 
univerfity. 

When 
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When  Emily  arrived  in  town,  flie  met  witti 
a  very  cordial  reception  from  Mrs.  Wilfon. 
That  lady  was  the  widow  of  a  rich  mer- 
chant, who  left  her  a  very  handfome  fortune. 
In  addition  to  an  excellent  hoiife  in  town 
ilie  had  an  elegant  villa  at  Hampftead.  She 
had  married  when  very  young  againit  the 
confent  of  her  parents,  and  unlike  her  coufin, 
Mrs.  Lorton,  in  every  rerpe6l  except  her  fo- 
cial  difpofition,  flie  had  been  fpoiled  by  too 
much  indulgence ;  flie  had  been  unchecked  by 
thofe  falutary  reitraints  in  the  early  part  of 
life,  which  however  irkfome  at  the  time,  be- 
come ultimately  invaluable  benefits,  as  ge- 
neral experience  proves,  and  every  fenfible 
perfon,  who  has  fubmitted  to  them,  is  willing 
to  acknowledge. 

.  Faihion  was  the  idol  which  Mrs.  Wilfon 
^-porfhipped :  flie  difplayed  all  its  exceffes  in 
her  drels,  furniture,  and  equipage,  and  her 
choice  of  the  various  articles  flie  thought 
neceliary  to  keep  up  her  celebrity  was  often 
dii^tated  by  the  moft  fhort-lived  caprice.  At 
one  time  the  Mandarin,   Seve,  or  Drefden 
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•percdain  ^vere  all  the  rage — at  another  flie 
affe6led  to  be  patriotic,  and  aflerted  the  fu- 
perior  excellence  of  Britifli  manufa6tures, 
and  tlien  her  rooms  Mere  decorated  with 
Worccller  and  Derby  china.  One  day  her 
dreffing-tablcs,  cabinets,  and  commodes,  were 
all  of  fatin-wood  ;  on  another,  they  were  ex- 
changed for  rofe,  and  the  chairs  and  fofas 
lately  covered  with  filk,  were  foon  after  en- 
veloped in  chintz.  She  was  equally  as  muta- 
^ble  in  regard  to  her  carriages,  the  fafliion  of 
■her  liveries,  and  the  choice  of  her  lap-dogs. 

Although  llie  always  rofe  vefy  late,  much 
time  hung  heavy  upon  her  hands  :  Ihe  how- 
ever contrived  to  get  rid  of  many  hours  by  her 
morning  calls — that  is,  by  driving  from  ftreet 
•to  ftreet,  and  hearing  her  footman  thunder  at 
the  doors  of  her  friends ;  but  fhe  would 
have  been  Ihocked  at  the  awkward  and  em- 
barrailing  vulgarity  of  any  one  of  their  por- 
ters, had  he  told  the  truth,  and  informed 
her  that  his  miftrefs  was  at  home. 

In  ihort,  fmce  the  time  Colonel  Lorton 
had  laft  vifited  Mrs.  Wilfon,  or  heard  much 

of 
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of  her  habits  of  life,  ihe  had  made  great 
progrefs  in  what  ihe  thought  refinement. 
She  was  well  verfed  in  the  language  of  po- 
lite affectation.  She  profeilcd  to  be  tranf- 
ported  with  joy  if  one  lady  came  early  to 
her  houfc,  and  flie  was  ahnoft  dead  widi 
fear  that  fome  difaftcr  had  happened  if  ano- 
ther arrived  late.  She  bewailed  Mils  C/s 
misfortune,  becaufe  ilie  had  broke  one  of 
her  bracelets ;  and  as  her  grief  was  always 
in  exa61;  proportion  to  the  rank  of  her  vifitors, 

ihe  told  Lady  O fhe  had  been  much 

diftrefled  ever  lince  llie  heard  of  her  having 
loft  an  ear-ring  at  the  Opera;  and  flie  affured 

the  Duchefs  of  S ,  in  the  moft  forrowful 

tone,  flie  had  been  abfolutely  inconlblable, 
becaufe  fome  villain  had  run  a^  ay  with  her 
Grace's  lap-dog. 

The  evening  after  Emily  arrived  in  Lon- 
don, Mrs.  Wilfon  gave  a  concert  and  fupper, 
to  which  all  her  acquaintance,  without  any 
regard  to  their  various  ranks  and  fituations 
in  life,  were  invited.  Her  cxceflive  vanity 
prompted  her  to  attempt  to  rival  entertain- 
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ments  given  by  ladies  of  large  fortune  and 
liigh  rank,  to  whieh  Ihe  had  once  or  twice 
been  invited. 

Tke  inceflant  thundering  at  the  door  for 
fome  hours  announced  the  arrival  of  the 
vifitors ;  their  carriages  rattled  through  the 
fquare,  and  their  fervants  thronged  the  hall. 
They  conlilted  chiefly  of  thofe  volatile  cha- 
racters, vvlio  are  inftigated  by  the  reigning 
rage  for  fociety  to  go  to  every  place,  and 
know  every  perfon ;  who  are  gregarious  ra- 
ther than  fociable,  and  often  aflemble  for  no 
other  purpofe  than  to  gaze  at  each  other, 
and  ridicule  the  perfon  who  gives  the  party. 

Mrs.  Wilfon's  company  was  as  mifcella- 
neous  as  the  means  adopted  to  entertain 
them  were  extravagant :  they  conlilted  partly 
of  the  acquaintance  of  her  late  huiband,  and 
partly  of  thofe  ihe  had  made  fmce  her  re- 
moval into  her  prefent  more  faftiionable  refi- 
dence.  They  came  from  the  eaft  and  the 
well  ends  of  the  town :  there  were  merchants 
from  Mark-lane,  elbowing  peers  from  Port- 
land-place, city  ladies  and  courtly  countelTes ; 

miffes 


mitics  in  their  teens  and  antic^u^ted  m^ids ; 
oilicer^  of  the  guards 'and  captains  f)f  tlie 
Tower  Hamlets:  Bond-ftrcet  loungers  and 
Cheapfide  bucks.  Such  a  crowd  comprellbd 
into  a  fniall  place  changed  the  atinoipliere  of 
the  apartments,  and  produced  the  climate  of 
Calcutta  in  the  meridian  of  London. 
•  A  month's  preparation  had  fcarcely  bee» 
fufiicient  for  tiie  reception  of  thefe  motley 
groupes :  carpenters,  cabhiet-makers,  con- 
fectioners, and  cooks,  had  been  bufily  em- 
plo3'ed  to  contribute  their  Iliares  to  this  oc- 
cafion ;  and  half  a  year's  income  would  have 
been  infuflicient  to  defray  the  whole  ex  pence, 
had  Mrs.  Wilfon  been  fo  old-fa fliioned  as  to 
make  the  prompt  payment  of  her  bills ;  but 
fo  fond  was  flie  of  havins;  her  name  recorded 
in  a  ti'adefman's  book,  that  llie  never  paid, 
even  for  a  pair  of  gloves,  if  credit  would  be 
a  fubftitute  for  money. 

Much  good  furniture  had  been  exchanged 
fot  more ,  ftylifh  decorations  of  inferior  ufe 
and  value.  Two  apartments  upon  the  ground- 
floor  were  laid  into  one,  ia  order  to  give  the 

appear- 


EMILY.  203 

appearance  of  a  confervatory.  Geraniums, 
laurels,  myrtles  and  orange-trees  were  ar- 
ranged in  large  vafcs ;  various  flowers  adorned 
a  gay  parterre;  and  upon  alight  trellis, which 
crolfed  the  room. in  different  direclions,  were 
entwined  branches  of  vines,  from  which  hung 
bunches  of  the  molt  expenfive  grapes. 

The  colour  of  the  drawing-room,  which 
was  newly  fitted  up  to  ferve  as  a  concert- 
room,  was  ilcy-blue,  with  gold-bordered  pan- 
nels  :  the  draperies  w^erc  of  crimfon-fatin, 
and  the  curtains  were  embroidered  with 
white  velvet.  While  the  eyes  of  the  com- 
pany were  dazzled  by  thefe  rich  colours, 
their  ears  were  treated  with  the  molt  coltly 
founds.  The  vocal  performers  ^vere  of  the 
hrft  order,  and  did  Mrs.  Wilfon  tlie  honour  of 
accepting  her  fiotes  in  return  for  their  own ; 
they  gained  more  by  an  hour's  attendance 
to  fmg  t^^o  or  three  airs,  than  a  curate,  who 
performs  the  moft  facred  of  all  duties,  or  a 
foldier,  who  fights  the  battles  of  his  country, 
is  paid  in  a  year. 

The 
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The  tables  in  the  luppcr-room  were  co- 
vered with  profule  delicacies,  and  the  crowded 
gueits  were  regaled  with  various  liqueurs  and 
wines.  It  was  however  the  etiquette  to  regard 
the  tables  as  prefenting  a  treat  rather  to  the 
eye  than  to  the  palate:  the  afparagiis  wanted 
colour,  as  much  as  the  ducklings  wanted 
talte  ;  thole  who  ate  any  of  the  premature 
dainties  of  the  feafon  remarked,  that  the 
peas,  ftrawberries,  and  cherries,  tinged  with 
the  fickly  hues  of  forced  vegetation,  were 
perfe6lly  infipid  ;  and  they  fufpe^ted  the 
liqueurs  were  toxvn-made,  and  that  the  Cham- 
pagne and  Old  Hock  had  not  been  long 
imported  from  a  neighbouring  cider-cellar. 
This  conjecture  was  not  improbable,  as  Mrs. 
Wilfon  was  fupplied  with  every  article  of 
this  cxpcnfive  feaft  by  contract,  and  had 
every  thing  of  the  ^^orlt  quality  upon  the 
mofr  extravagant  terms. 

Krnily  was  ftruck  with  wonder  upon  this 
novel  occafion;  for  her  fenfcs  were  con- 
founded by  the  number,  the  buftle,  and  the 
inccffant  loquacity  of   the  company.     She 

was 
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was  at  firil  aniufed  with  the  fplcndid  and 
gay  concourfe  of  belles  waving  oltrich  fea- 
thers, and  beaux  dangling  opera  hats ;  but 
fnnple  and  unaccuftomcd  to  mix  in  fo  large 
a  party,  Ihe  felt  a  deep  fenie  of  her  o\A'n  in- 
figniticance ;  and  the  only  pleafure  ihe  en- 
joyed \\as  to  retire,  as  foon  as  propriety 
allowed,  to  her  own  apartment,  there  to 
meditate  on  what  ihe  had  fecn. 

''  Why,"  thought  ihe,  "  this  wafte  of  mo- 
ney, this  parade  rather  than  enjoyment  of 
a  feaft,  this  confufion  of  night  with  day  ?  all 
which  only  attract  a  crowd  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  laugh  at  the  expenfive  exer- 
tions made  to  regale  them,  and  to  complain 
of  diftreiles  of  their  own  creating.  One  lady 
was  miferablc,  becaufe  ilie  had  loft  the  party 
file  came  with ;  another  exclaimed  flie  was 
fuftbcated  ^ith  heat ;  and  a  third  told  a 
difaftrous  Itory  of  a  pannel  of  her  newly- 
painted  carriage  being  broken  in  attempting 
to  pafs  another  in  the  fquare.  But  thefe 
fafhionable  people  are  thoughtlefs  and  cruel, 
us  well  as  felf-tormentors,  for  they  forget  that 

while 


COG*  E3IILY. 

while  they  are  overpowering  themfelves  with 
iieat  in  crowded  rooms,  their  fervants  and 
horfes  are  ihivering  with  cold  in  the  ftreets 
till  break  of  day,  and  yet  how  angry  they 
would  be,  if  any  one  was  even  to  hint  at 
their  inhumanity  ?  They  are  imniindful  that 
although  they  have  all  their  time  at  their 
command,  they  are  paffmg  in  unfeafonable 
diflipation  the  hours  of  night  deftined  by 
Nature  to  repofe.  At  the  period  their  {lum- 
bers will  commence  this  morning,  were  I  at 
Lorton  Houfe  I  iliould  be  rifmg  to  hail  the 
return  of  the  light  and  the  fun,  or  perhaps 
be  employed  in  reading,  or  playing  on  my 
piano  forte/' 

Deeply  imprefied  by  thefe  reflections,  and 
little  relilhing  this  initiation  into  the  buftle  of 
falliionable  life,  Emily  wilhed  herfelf  at  home. 
She  had  now  no  garden,  where  flie  could 
liray  unobferved  and  at  eafe  with  Fanny 
Flowerdale;  llie  was  excluded  from  "each 
rural  fight,  each  rural  found."  Surrounded 
on  all  fides  by  long-extended  ftreets,  and 
t>feathing  an  air  impregnated  with   fmoke, 

fhe 


EMItY,  207 

ilie' could  remark  no  beauties  of  the  ad- 
vajicing  fpring.  She  could  not  hear  tlie 
cooing  of  the  doves  from  the  tall  elms  in 
Lorton  Grove ; — no  bleating  of  lambs  upon 
the  Borrowdale  mountains.  She  never  went 
out  but  in  company  with  Mrs.  Wilfon,  to 
Hiake  a  formal  promenade  in  the  fquare,  or 
uttend-ed  that  lady,  cooped  up  in  her  caxri- 
age,  to  pay  dull  vilits  of  ceremony.  She 
would  have  expreffed  to  her  father  her  defire 
of  returning  home,  had  ilie  not  formed  high 
expectations  of  improvement  from  the  maf- 
ters  who  wei'e  to  initru6t  her  in  daxicing, 
mulic,  and  drawing. 

No  fooner  was  Emily  introduced  by  Mrs. 
Wilfon  to  the  large  circle  of  hei'  acquaint- 
ance, than  ihe  became  the  object  of  much 
intereft — fuch  was  the  fweetneis  of  her  tem- 
per, her  affability  was  fo  engaging,  and  her 
manners  were  fo  unaffuming,  that  Die  had 
the  rare  felicity  to  efcape  the  envy  of  her 
own  lex,  and  even  to  obtain  their,  pr^ii^* 
All  the  moft  cenforious  had  to  objeft  was — 
that   her  complexion   was   too  ruddy,    and 

that 


208 


EMILY. 


that  it  was  a  pity  fo  fine  a  girl  as  MiCs 
Lorton,  had  been  fo  long  buried  in  the 
country,  and  had  not  fooner  received  the 
advantages  of  a  faihionable  poliih  at  feme 
finiihing  fchool  in  London. 

If  great  attention  was  paid  to  her  by 
the  ladies,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  the  gen- 
tlemen would  be  particularly  afliduous  in 
their  endeavours  to  gain  her  notice.  She 
was  foon  furrounded  by  a  crowd  of  ad- 
mirers ;  but  although  her  charms  caught 
every  eye,  and  there  were  few  young  men 
of  fafhion,  who  did  not  feize  every  oppor- 
tunity of  addrelhng  the  moft  complimentary 
fpeeches  to  her,  yet  her  native  modefty  by 
I  giving  her  an  air  of  referve,  aw^ed  them  into 
rcfpe6l,  and  kept  them  at  a  diftance.  She 
was  grateful  for  their  eftbrts  to  pleafe  her, 
her  mind  however  was  fo  truly  noble  and  free 
from  vanity,  that  ll>.e  was  rather  amufed 
than  gratified,  even  by  their  moft  delicate 
flattery. 
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At  this  period  commenced  the  correfpond^ 
ence  between  Colonel  Lorton  and  his  daugh- 
ter, and  it  was  carried  on  for  more  than  two 
years,  during  her  Itay  at  Mrs.  Wilfon's. 
They  condu6i:ed  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  did 
honour  to  them  both,  and  contributed  to 
their  mutual  fatisfacdon ;  for*  their  commu- 
nications were  always  cordial,  and  unre- 
served. Emily  gave  her  father  a  very  en- 
tertaining account  of  the  company  flie  was 
introduced  to ;  her  defcriptions  of  charac- 
ters ihowed  great  acutenefs  of  obfervation, 
and  was  often  enlivened  by  touches  of  ge- 
nuine humour,  and  delicate  pleafantry ;  but 
as  (he  had  the  ftri6teft  regard  for  pro- 
vou  I.  p  priety 
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priety  and  truth,  and  was  always  influenced 
by  genuine  goodnefs  of  heart,  her  defcrip- 
tions  were  neither  weakened  by  prolixity, 
fwelled  by  exaggeration,  nor  degraded  by 
fcandaL 

Her  father,  on  his  part,  endeavoured  ta 
fulfil  his  promife  by  making  his  Letters  as 
inftruftive  as  he  could.  They  were  the  fruits^ 
of  his  inoft  diligent  inquiries,  and  deliberate 
reflections.  He  often  gave  up  his  walks  and 
rides,  and  even  interrupted  the  fuperintend- 
ance  of  his  favourite  farm,  and  the  infpec- 
tion  of  the  labours  of  his  workmen,  when 
any  fubje6l  for  a  Letter  to  Emily  occurred  to 
him. 

And  this  Correfpondence  was  no-  fmall 
folace  and  relief  for  her  long  abfence,  dur- 
ing which  he  had  the  more  eafy  tafli  of  edu- 
cation, to  confirm  virtuous  habits  rather 
tiian  to  inftil  the  firft  principles ;  and  well 
knowing  that  Emily  was  fond  of  variety,  he 
diverfified  his  fubjeds,  as  far  as  lie  judged 
to  be  confiftent  witli  the  due  cultivation  of 
her  mind. 

The 
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Tiie  following  Letters  are  leIeQ;ed  from 
the  number  Colonel  Lorton  wrote  to  Emily. 
They  arofe  from  the  occafions  alluded  to 
in  them,  and  each  Avill  be  found  to  have  a 
reference  to  fome  principle  of  religion,  or 
fome  topic  of  ufeful  knowledge ;  and  all  by 
their  united  influence  conduce  to  raife  th^ 
mind  above  the  levities  of  fafliion,  the  dan- 
ger of  diffipation,  and  the  folly  of  frivolous 
puffuits,  and  fix  it  upon  its  molt  important 
duties,  and  moft  beneficial  impiovement. 


p  t  LETTER 


LETTER  I, 


COLONEL  LORTON  TO  HIS  DAUGHTER. 
THE  IMPROVEMEXT  OF  THE  MIND. 

Your  remarks  upon  the  pra6lice  of  the 
young  ladies  of  your  acquaintance  in  Lon- 
don, as  well  as  my  own  obfervations  upon 
thofe  I  meet  with  in  the  country  convince 
me,  that  the  eagernefs  for  acquiring  accom- 
pliiliments  is  become  a  general  fafhion,  and  ' 
girls  are  obliged  to  employ  by  far  too  much 
of  their  time  in  attemping  to  be  proficients 
in  dancing,  drawing,  and  more  particularly 
in  mufic.  I  can  fee  no  objection  to  a  girl, 
in  a  genteel  fituation  in  life,  learning  and 
purfuing  any  of  them,  if  flie  has  a  genius  for 
it ;  but  in  the  name  of  propriety,  I  wiih  to 
proteft  againft  that  indifcriminate  rage  for 
accompliftnnent?;,    which   ijow  pervades   all 

ranks 
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ranks — from  the  daughter  of  a  duke  to  the 
daughter  of  a  farmer;  as  if  female  education 
could  not  be  complete,  unlefs  all  girls  above 
the  degree  of  a  peafant,  were  educated  ex- 
aftty  i»  the  fame  manner,  and  the  whole 
harmony  and  welfare  of  fociety  depended 
upon  being  taught  to  play  upon  the  piano 
forte,  and  fmg  Italian  fongs. 

At  the  time  I  make  this  obfervation,  I  am 
not  at  all  inclined  to  detract  from  the  advan- 
tage's that  are  generally  afcribed  to  accom- 
pliftimejats.  They  undoubtedly  ferve  to  fill 
up  in  an  agreeable  and  harmlefs  mannet 
many  vacant  houi^.  Mulic  and  dancing  eu^e 
excellent  fubflitutes  for  card-playing,  which 
although  it  may  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  thofe 
who  are  advancing  in  life,  as  the  moft  agree- 
able method  of  paflQng  many  of  their  hours, 
is  certainly  not  fo  well  adapted  to  the  ac- 
tive difpoiition,  and  the  vivacity  of  the 
young.  Mulic,  the  moft  faihionable  of  all 
\  accomplifhments,  has  a  tendency  to  foften 
the  temper,  and  improve  the  tafte ;  and  if  a 
girl  has  a  geniys  for  it,  Ihe  cannot  fail  to 
•  acquire 
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ncquirc  in  the  progrefs  of  her  improvement 
a  reiincd  pleufure,  whicli  is  much  hciglitened 
by  the  coniideration,  that  llie  coinniimicates 
to  otiicrs,  \\hile  iiie  is  playing,  a  great  Hiare 
of  the  delight  flie  feels. 

The  influence  of  thefe  accompliflunents  is 
(^xtenfive  and  powerful ;  for  what  man  is*  I 
there  of  fo  morofe  a  temper,  as  not  to  be 
fenfibie  of  the  additional  attractions  tliey  be- 
ilow  upon  their  fair  poflbllbr.  Their  efFe6t<r 
cire  evident  in  the  looks  of  delight,  and  the 
cxprcffions  of  approbation  which  are  beftowed 
by  their  friends  upon  fucli  young  females,  as 
can  ling  and  play  Avith  tafte,  correcluefs, 
and  fpii'it, — as  can  lliow  the  elegant  produc- 
tions of  their  pencil,  or  like  the  graces,  can 
''  trip  on  the  light  tantaftic  toe." 

Having  made  thefe  allowances  in  favour 
of  accompliihments,  I  now  willi  you  to  con- 
lider  their  relative  value.  By  relative  I  mean 
as  they  are  conne^ed  ^^ith  the  well  being 
and  happinefs  of  mortals,  whofe  life  is  iliort, 
who  are  accountable  for  the  iife  of  tiieir 
lime,  and  have   various  dutieg  to   [)orform ; 

who 
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M'ho  are  fent  into  the  world  not  only  to  at- 
tract the  attention  of  admirers  by  external 
graces,  but  are  defigncd  to  infpire  affection, 
and  di:ferve  erteem  by  their  amiable  tempers, 
good  lenfe,  and  improved  underftandings : 
and  if  they  enter  into  the  married  ftate,  the 
difcharge  of  the  moft  ufeful  and  important 
duties,  may  reafonabiy  be  expe6ted  from 
them,  as  the  mothers  of  families,  and  the 
guides  of  their  children  in  tlie  paths  of  reli^ 
gion  and  ufeful  knowledge. 

A  little  reflection  will,  I  hope,  convince 
you,  that  mere  accomplilhments  cannot 
fecure  the  qualifications  neceflary  to  form 
thefe  important  characters,  as  they  afford  no 
moral  or  literary  impro^mcnt  to  the  mind : 
they  can  neither  make  you  more  virtuous, 
-nor  more  wife ;  they  have  more  of  the  me- 
ekanlcal,  than  the  intellectual  in  them,  and 
they  employ  the  eyes,  the  hands,  and  the 
feet,  rather  than  the  undcrftanding,  the  head, 
and  the  heart. 

In  lliort,    they  are  fuperficial,   the  mere 
appendages  to  youth  and  beauty :    and  .do 

not 
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not  conftitute  their  folic!  and  permanent  ex- 
cellence. 1  iiey  are  to  the  inind  what  fringe 
and  lace  and  ribbons  are  to  your  drefs,  not 
its  eliential  parts,  but  its  pleafuig  embelliih- 
ments.  Thus  tlie  trellis  entwined  with 
flowers  in  the  front  of  a  houfe,  or  the  or- 
naments that  decorate  the  Corinthian  pillar, 
are  both  of  them  beautiful  to  the  eye ;  but 
neitlier  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  or  conducive 
to  the  fupport  or  ufes  of  the  building. 

How  foon  is  the  fealbn  of  accomplilli- 
ments  gone,  when  the  fingle  is  changed  for 
the  married  ftate !  Of  dancing  few  opportu- 
nities may  occur  to  the  wife ;  forfaken  are 
her  pencils,  or  they  are  only  taken  up  again 
to  amufe  her  children  ;  and  how  rare  is  it  to 
find  her  piano-forte  kept  m  tune,  when  the 
cares  of  the  mother  have  fucceeded  to  the 
amufements  of  the  girl.  How  long  does  llie 
continue  her  application  to  muf.c,  for  the 
mere  intrinfic  pleafure  of  the  practice  ?  If 
fhe  has  a  family,  llie  can  have  little  time  to 
fpare  for  Mozart,  or  Haydn,  and  if  Ihe 
has  a  good  tafte,  fhe  \\iil  foon  prefer  to  her 

own 
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ewn  imperfeQ:  and  interrupted  pci'fonnances, 
the  more  indolent  pleafure  of  hearing  the 
beft  mufic  at  a  regular  concert. 

If  then  the  reign  of  thefc  accompliihmenth 
is  fo  ihort,  and  they  are  likely  to  be  fiiper- 
ieded  by  other  occupations,  as,  you  advance 
in  life,  yoa  muft  be  convinced,  that  they  are 
rather  to  be  valued  for.  conferring  prefcnt 
amufemcnt,  than  for  any  permanent  and 
long  continued  advantages  ;  of  courfe  ,the,y 
cannot  be  brought  into  competition  ^vith 
tifcful  knowledge,  and  folid  improvement. 

And  by  Avliat  methods  you  may  alk  nie, 
can  yJ^cA  acquirerajf'iits  he  made  ?  ,, 
..:-I  anfwer,  by  attendii^g  to  tho[tonvK)riii- 
tion  of  the  vutuous,  the  ingenious,  the  wifcj 
and  the  experienced,  and  by  .^^e  pcrufal  of 
well  chofen  books.  The  former  is  hig^hly 
defirable,  and  one  of  the  molt  rational  ob- 
jects of  your  ambition  :  but  as  you  cannot 
always  gain  admittance  into  thu  uioft  nn:^ 
proving  company,  you  muft  tind  oat  the 
beft  fubftitutc  for  it  you  can.  Deprived  of 
the  fociety  of  your  excellent  Friends  Mrs. 

Maple  ton 
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Maplcton  and  Dr.  Harriot;  you  muft  feck 
inllruclion  and  entertainment  in  the  pages 
gf  Addilbn,  Johnibn,  and  the  JMarchioncls 
de  Lambert.  And  you  may  be  allured,  that 
as  long  as  I  ean  command  money,  after 
providing  for  the  fupply  of  our  common 
comforts,  you  fhall  never  be  without  the 
company  of  thofe  filent  monitors  of  hfe,  thofe 
inoffcnlivc  and  pleafmg  companions,  thofe 
anodynes  of  the  troubled  mind,  which  a  well 
chofen  library  can  always  fupply. 

Recollect  the  advice  I  gave  you  on  the 
neceffity  of  improving  your  time.  Employ 
fome  portion  of  every  day  in  reading,  tran- 
fcribing  fele6t  pafiages  from  the  beft  authors, 
and  committing  the  moft  pleafmg  of  them 
to  memory.  In  the  courfe  of  your  read- 
ing, endeavour  to  form  a  liabit  of  clofe  at- 
tention. Give  your  mind  to  your  author^ 
remembering  that  whatever  is  worth  doing 
at  all,  is  worth  doing  well ;  and  never  flatter 
yourfelf,  that  a  book,  ^hich  may  be  replete 
with  genius,  learning,  or  acute  obfervations, 
perhaps  the  tardy  fruit  of  many  a  ftudious, 

yeai', 
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year,  and  the  moft  elaborate  effort  of  an 
author's  life  can  be  fully  comprehended  by 
a  fuperficial  reader,  who  turns  over  the 
pages,  as  faft  as  flie  can.  You  may  almoft 
as  well  fuppofe,  that  you  can  fee  all  the 
company  at  a  crowded  rout  or  ball,  the 
moment  you  enter  the  room;  or  can  dif- 
tinguilli  with  one  glance  of  your  eye,  all  the 
lakes,  rivers,  vailies,  and  villages,  that  may 
be  feen  from  the  top  of  Skiddaw,  or  Hel- 
vellin. 

If  you  read  too  hajtihj,  you  will  leani 
nothing,  and  the  ideas  of  an  author  will 
glide  before  your  mind  like  the  vilions  of  a 
th*eam ;  they  ^ill  be  broken,  confufed,  and 
tranfient.  If  you  read  with  attention,  you 
will  iee  the  fcope  of  a  work,  and  compre- 
hend the  full  meaning  of  an  author :  vou 
will  ftrengthen  your  memory,  as  well  as  ex- 
erciie  your  judgment^  and  you  will  have 
abundant  reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  your 
own  acquifitions  of  knowledge,  which  will 
be  highly  valuable,  either  as  fubjefe  for 
folitary  rcfitction,  or  pmclical  ufe. 

Kvery 
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Every  inducement  conrpires  to  dire6b  your 
Attention  to  ^Tell  felc^ted  books,  as  a  prin- 
cipal means  to  enricii  and  adorn  your  mind. 
To  your  fex  whofe  fituations  in  life  are  ne- 
cefTarily  more  retired  and  domeftic  than 
thoie  of  men,  books  are  of  peculiar  ufe,  as 
they  enlarge  your  vie\^'s  of  tlie  world,  and 
corre6l  the  wrong  and  contrafed  opinions 
you  may  be  apt  to  form  of  mankind.  Tliey 
may  be  recommended  to  women  for  the 
fame  reafbn  they  are  to  princes,  as  antidotes 
to  ignorance  and  flattery — Books  will  lliow 
them  many  a  ufeful  example,  and  teach 
them  many  a  wholefome  trutli,  which  fome 
of  the  perfons  who  furround  them  cannot, 
and  other-s  will  not  communicate  to  them. 

Books  are  the  refources  of  folitude,  and 
the  foothers  of  care — they  can  render  you 
independant  of  the  world  for  amufement, 
and  give  you,  whenever  you  pleafe,  a  quiet 
and  rational  entertainment  in  exchange  for 
noife  and  crouds.  They  hold  out  an  in- 
ducement for  you  to  retire  from  the  imper- 
tinence of  the  vain,  and  the  folly  of  the  ig- 
norant. 
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noraiit,  to  enjoy  the  wit,  the  learning,  and 
the  experience  of  leniible  men  of  all  ages 
and  countries.  They  provide  an  eftc8:ual 
antidote  againft  that  E^inui,  which  fatally 
preys  upon  the  diffipated  and  the  idle,  they 
prevent  the  neceflity  of  frivolous  ainufe- 
inents,  and  cenforious  converfation,  and  by 
furniihing  new  and  entertaining  topics  for 
converfation  multiply  the  materials  and  en- 
hance the  value  of  fecial  enjoyments. 

Reading  may  be  made  a  focial,  as  well  as 
a  folitary  occupation.  Thus  one  perfon  )nay 
entertain  many  others  in  a  domeitic  party, 
and  they  may  make  the  valuable  difcovery, 
that  their  hours  may  be  agreeably  palled 
without  the  necefiity  of  playing  at  cards,  or 
talkins^  down  their  nei2!;h hours. 

I  am  confident  if  you  recolle6b  the  plea* 
fure  we  ufed  to  enjoy  in  our  reading  hours 
in  Cumberland,  you  will  acknowledge  the 
excellence  of  this  plan.  With  w  hat  impati- 
ence did  we  anticipate  the  arrival  of  any  new 
and  improving  w  ork ;  with  what  ardour  did 
we  perufc  it ;  on  what  rapid  wings  did  our 

hours 
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hours  of  ftudy  fly  away,  and  \\  hat  copious 
materials  did  v,e  collect  for  coiiverfatioii 
during  oar  "vvalks  and  rides. 

It  is  doubtlels  very  natural  for  a  woman 
who  has  been  once  celebrated  for  a  hand- 
fome  perfon  to  be  defirous  of  fupporting  her 
reputation  for  it  by  every  method  her  inge- 
nuity can  devife.     Slie  cannot  ealily  give  up 
her  darling  idea  of  pleafing    by   the   fame 
means  now  Ihc  is  old,  which  Die  poiTefied  in 
her  youth ;  and  fhe  wiihcs  to  keep  the  fame 
command  over    her  admirers :     but,    alas  1 
they  fee  not  the  flowers  of  the  fpring  in  the 
the  decline  of  autunm  or  in  the  frofts  of 
winter,  though  fhe  may  wifli  them  to  do  fo ; 
they  have  not  been  inattentive  obfervers  of 
the  progrefs  of  age,  they  have  remarked  its 
ravages,  and  are  prepared  to  transfer  their 
praifes  to  otlicr  beauties  now  flourifhing  and 
m  their  prime. 

Such  a  woman  may  do  well  to  conlider 
how  {he  differs  frorh  thofe  girls  who  furrownd 
lier,  and  who  are  now  in  poflTeifion  of  thofe 
a»ttra6tions   ike   no  longer   retains.      Surely 

tliefe 
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thefe  remarks  may  confirm  your  perfuaiion 
how  necefiary  it  is  to  acquire  that  mental 
beauty,  and  thole  charms  of  a  cultivated  un 
ftanding,  which  can  furvive  the  bloom  of 
complexion,  and  will  flourilh,  when  the  gaiety 
of  youth  is  no  more. 

Some  part  of  the  moft  pleafmg  and  ufeful 
knowledge  may  be  drawn  from  books^  by 
occafionally  confulting  them.  The  "name  of 
a  perfon,  place,  plant,  animal,  or  other  pro- 
duction of  nature  or  art  mentioned  in  con- 
Terfation,  or  a  newspaper ;  a  building, 
river,  or  town  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  a 
journey,  frequently  excite  our  curiofity  :  wc 
want  to  know  more  particular's  concerning 
tliem,  than  we  can  collect  upon  the  road, 
and  we  have  a  very  hvely  feeling  of  this 
want.  Purfue  the  inquiry  the  firft  opportu- 
nity you  can  apply  to  books  of  reference, 
and  you  will  have  great  fatisfaction  in  thefe 
accidental  additions  to  your  knowledge  :  you 
will  retain  them  with  much  greater  eafe, 
tlian  any  other  topic,  in  which  you  were 
not  fo  particularly  intercfted,   and  when  the 

fame 
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fame  rubje6ts  occur  again,  you  may  be  able 
to  give  information  inftead  of  being  obliged 
to  aik  it,  and  perhaps  to  alk  in  vain. 

If  I  thought  your  reading  had  the  moft 
diftant  tendency  to  make  you  vain  and  ar- 
rogant, I  ihould  caution  you  againft  ever 
looking  into  any  books,  except  your  bible 
and  prayer  bookv  While  you  are  acquiring 
ideas  in  common  with  tiie  other  fex,  you 
muft  ftill  nourilh  that  modelt  refcrve,  whicli  i 
is-  the  faireft  ornament  of  your  own.  Make, 
I  defire  you,  no  attempt  at  difplay  to  bring 
forward  your  knowledge,  left  you  "  over- 
ftep  the  modefty  of  nature." 

Tlie  beauty  of  learning  is  never  fo  fafci- 
nating,  as  when  fecn  through  the  veil  of  dif- 
fidence. Cultivate  that  fenfe  of  propriety,  \ 
v^hich  is  at  once  the  guard  and  the  cliarm  of 
every  female  virtue.  And  be  allured,  my 
Ei^iily,  that  the  learning  and  talents  of  a 
Montague,  a  Carter,  or  a  Barbault,  would  lofe 
half  their  value,  unlefs  accompanied  by  the 
gentlenefs  of  manners  and  delici^cy  of  mind, 

VOL.  I.  Q  which 
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which  are  I  believe  juftly  attributed  to  thofe 
diftinguiihed  ladies. 

Prefutnption  and  conceit  are  the  furefigns 
bf  fuperficial  attainments  :  the  fclolilt  Hands, 
as  it  were,  in  a  low  vale,  and  can  fee  but  a 
little  way  before  him.  The  true  fcholar,  as 
he  is  higher  advanced,  can  command  a  more 
extenfive  profpecl,  but  he  perceives  hills 
rifmg  above  hills  around  him,  and  his  pre- 
fumption  is  abated  by  the  reflection,  that 
the  ihortnefs  of  life  allows  him  only  time 
to  travel  over  a  fmall  part  of  the  wide  re- 
gions of  knowledge.  Who  was  a  greater 
philofopher  than  Newton^  who  a  more  ac- 
complillied  Icholar  than  Addifon,  yet  both 
were  remarkable  for  their  diffidence  ? 

Confidence,  my  Emily,  ought  only  to  be 
the  refult  of  very  great  and  acknowledged 
proficiency,  and  pcrfe6lion  is  a  beautiful 
idea,  which  m^y  flatter  our  imagination,  but 
has  no  real  exiftence  in  the  works  of  man. 
How  empty  is  our  boaft,  that  we  have  ar- 
rived at  the  end  of  our  journey,  wlien  .we 
'  -  have. 


THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  MIND.    2^7 

have  only  advanced  a  few  miles  on  the 
road ! 

But  take  courage,  I  make  not  thefe  ob- 
fervations  to  intimidate,  but  to  caution  you : 
to  the  efforts  you  have  already  made  to 
improve  your  mind,  add  perfeverance. 
Every  ftep  you  take  will  carry  you  farther 
from  ignorance,  the  point  from  which  you 
firft  fet  out;  and  your  gradual  exertions 
will  lead  you  on,  till  you  make  nearer  and 
nearer  approaches  to  the  abode  of  wifdoto 
herfelf. 

I  have  wTitten  this  long,  but  I  truft  not 
uninterefting  letter  to  induce  you  to  attend 
to  the  improvement  of  your  mind,  and  to 
co^ifider  every  mere  accomplilhment  as  a  mat- 
ter of  inferior  value.  I  know  you  to  be  of 
an  inquifitive  temper,  and  very  eager  for  in- 
formation. Such  a  turn  of  mind  may  be 
dire6l;ed  to  the  beft  ufe,  if  you  employ  a 
proper  portion  of  your  time  in  the  manner 
I  have  recommended.  Wifdom  opens  her 
treafures  to  you,  Ihe  difclofes  the  fublime 
truths  of  Chriitianity,  the  hii^ory  of  paft 
9r  2  ages. 
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ages,  the  productions  of  genius,  and  the  lef- 
fons  of  experience.  Nature  difplays  to  you 
her  beauties  and  her  wonders  vifiblc  in  the 
fertile  earth,  the  ftarry  heavens,  and  the 
wide  ocean.  All  thefe  are  objects  that  invite 
refearch,  and  will  reward  your  inquiries; 
obje6ts  worthy  of  the  ftudy  and  the  contem- 
plation of  a  rational  being, — an  accountable 
agent: — an  heir  of  immortality. 

From  thefe  copious  trcafurcs  endeavour 
my  Emily  to  draw  the  true  riches  of  thc^ 
mind,  fuch  as  are  fuperior  to  the  levities  of 
fafliion,  independent  of  the  viciffitudes  of 
fortune,  and  unimpaired  by  the  lapfe  of 
time — I  mean  the  conftant  practice  of  per- 
fevering  virtue  and  rational  piety,  the  ac- 
quirement of  ufeful  knowledge,  a  delight  in 
performing  every  branch  of  duty,  a  tafte 
for  good  and  improving  company,  a  difpo- 
fition  to  be  pleafed  with  the  common  enjoy- 
ments of  life,  and  to  be  happy  by  endea- 
vouring to  make  all  around  you  fo. 

Thefe  are  the  good  qualities  and  habits  in 
W^teyer  relation  of  life  difplayed,  whether 

in 
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in  the  daughter^  the  flftery  the  nife^  or  the 
vwther,  which  are  calculated  to  refine  the 
female  character  to  the  greateft  degree  of 
moral  purity,  to  raife  it  to  the  higheft  pitch 
of  earthly  excellence,  and  to  impart  to  it  a 
portion  of  angelic  beauty  and  lovelinefs. 


LET- 


LETl^ER  IL 


Frmn  the  fame  to  the  fame. 


ON    DIVINE  PROVIDENCE. 

Although  the  world  into  which  you  are 
now  entering  may  at  prefent  appear  a  fcene 
of  unmixed  gaiety  and  pleafure,  yet  you 
will  be  convinced  before  many  years  have 
pafTed,  that  vexation  and  care,  difappoint- 
njent  and  forrow,  are  the  unavoidable  bur- 
thens laid  upon  all  mankind,  at  one  period 
of  life  or  other.  That  you  may  bear  the 
portion  of  weight  which  will  fall  to  your  lot 
with  the  greater  eafe,  and  pra6i:ice  the 
Chriftian  virtue  of  refignation — that  under 
all  the  adverfe  circumftanccs  of  life,  you 
may  have  a  copious  fountain  of  comfort 
arifing  from  your  owji  mind,  I  wiili  you  to 

be 
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be  convinced,  tliat  all  luiinan  affairs  are  un- 
der the  control  of  Divine  Providence,  and 
that  however    gloon^y   their  afpeft  at   any  . 
time  may  be,  they  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
duce our  final  welfare  and  happinefs. 

How  fully  tl^e  authority  of  Scripture,  the 
records  of  hiiiory,  and  our  own  experience^ 
concur  to  eftablilh  this  confoling  and  im-, 
portant  article  of  belief,  will  I  think  be  evi- 
dent, if  you  will  duly  confider  the  following 
arguments. 

With  refpecb  to  Scripture,  the  do6lrine 
not  only  of  a  general  providence,  by  which, 
all  things  are  fo  regulated  as  to  be  preferved 
in  due  order,  is  inculcated ;  but  that  of  a 
particular  providence  may  be  proved  from 
almolt  every  page  of  the  Biblcy  The  Chil- 
dren of  Ifrael  were  led  by  the  efpecial 
guidance  of  the  Almighty  to  the  promifed 
land ;  their  whole  hiftory  is  miraculous,  and. 
difplays  the  ftretched-out  arm  of  Jehovah  to 
fuccour  and  p refer ve  them. 

What  is  the  whole  train  of  prophecies 
reaching  from  the  flrft   intimation   of  the 

Meffiah 
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Mefliah  of  the  Je^s,  the  Redeemer  of  nntii- 
kind,  given  to  confole  our  firft  py rents  after 
the  fall  to  /heir  full  confuinmation  in  the 
Perfon,  Actions,  and  Sufferings  of  our  bleiled 
Saviour  ? — And  what  were  the  revelations  of 
the  divine  will  made  upon  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions  to  the  illuftrious  favourites  of  Heaven, 
fach  as  Abraham,  Mofes,  David,  Daniel, 
Ilezekiah,  Job,  Ruth,  Efther,  and  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  but  manifelt  proofs  of  the  fame 
truth  ?. 

The  do61;rine  derives  great  fupport  from 
one  plain  argument  of  reafon.  An  all- 
powerful  Being,  fuch  as  we  believe  the  Deity 
to  be,  cannot  poflibly  be  excluded  from  any 
place ;  He  is  therefore  every  where  prefent : 
and  it  is  inconceivable  to  fuppofe,  that  He 
is  an  inacbive  fpe6i:ator,  and  does  not  exercife 
his  fupreme  wifdom,  as  far  as  is  confiftcnt 
with  the  free  will  of  his  rational  creatures : 
the  eye  of  the  Lord  is  in  every  place,  hchold- 
ing  the  evil  and  the  good.  This  is  a  brief, 
but  very  ftrong  and  explicit. declaration,  and 
proves  that  the  Almiglity  extends  his  regard 

to 
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to  all  things,  and  that  nothing  paiTes,  or  in--^ 
deed  can  pais,  \yithout  his  ohfervation. 

It  mult  be  clear  to  every  one  aa  ho  exa- 
mines  the   liiftory  of  mankind,    that   great 
events  have  often  been  effected  by  trifling- 
means — that    the    confequences   of   actions 
have  been  often  much  more  extenfive,  more 
happy    or     calamitous,    than    were    origi* 
nally  intended  by  the  agents  themfelves — 
that  the  deiigns  of  Providence  have  been 
fometimes  effcCled  by  the  caprice  of  human 
tempers,  or  the   impetuofity  of  human  paf- 
fions;  and  that  fraud,  cruelty,  opprelfion,  and" 
violence,  have  met  with  juft,  though  fometimes 
delayed  punilliment.     The  refult  of  actions 
has   been,   in  many  cafes,   widely  different 
from  the  ends  propofed  by  thofe  who  planned 
them,  and  even  great  revolutions  have  been 
effc6bed   contrary  to  the  intentions  of   the 
perfons  who  were  the  chief  inftruments  of 
them. 

That  the  conviction  of  fuch  interpofu.ion 
is  calculated  to  make  a  powerful  impreffion 
upon  the  mind,  and  to  call  forth  lively  ac- 

knowledg- 
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knowledgnients  of  gratitude,  is  evident  from 
}i>any  inftances  in  the  hiitory  of  our  own 
country.    Alter  the  battle  of  Poicliers,  gained 
by  a  fmail  army  of  Englilhmen  over  nume- 
rous hofts  of  the  French,  Edward,  the  Black 
Prince,  addreifed  his  captive,  King  John,  with 
exprefiions  of  efteeni  and  fympathy,  and  far 
from  arrogating  any  merit  to  hiiiilclf,  afcribed 
his  victory  folely  to  tlie  favour  of  divine  Pro- 
vidence.   \\' hen  the  Spaniih  Armada  was  de- 
feated, Queen  Elizabeth  caufed  medals  to  be 
ftruck,  upon  which  M-ere  reprefentcd  the  Spa- 
m\h  flii])s  difperied  by  a  ftorm  with  this  appro- 
priate  motto,    *'  God  caufed  the  winds  to, 
blow,   and  tliey  are  fcattered."     And  that 
the  fpirit  of  piety  has  been  prcfervcd  among 
the  heroes  of  our  own  times,  we  may  prove 
by  referring  to   the  brave  Nelfon,  ^vho,  in 
his  late  difpatches,  attributed  his  lignal  vic- 
titfy  in  the  bay  of  Aboukir  to  "  Ahnighty 
God;^ 

For  tlie  moft  ftriking  proofs  of  the  luper- 
intcndence  of  divine  Providence,  we  may 
appeal  to  the  courfe  of  our  own  experience, 

ilave 
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Have  we  ever  been  affli^ed  by  ficknefs? 
how  often  has  Hope  innovated  our  exhaiiftcd 
fpirits,  and  fpoken  peace  to  our  troubled 
(culs !  Aik  thoie  who  have  been  in  poverty 
and  want- — have  they  never  received  relief 
'at  a  time  when  they  gave  themfelves  up  for 
loft?  has  not  fonie  kind  friend  fuccoured 
them  like  a  guardian  angel  ?  Has  there  not 
been  in  the  life  of  every  one  fome  extraordi- 
nary coincidence  of  circuniftances  equally 
out  of  the  reach  of  his  power  to  produce  r 

The  unthinking  may  talk  of  chance  and 
good  luck,  but  thefe  are  only  founds  without 
fenfe,  plaufible  names  which  mean  nothing, 
when  applied  to  the  important  concerns  of 
our  lives.  Be  alTured,  that  the  whole  fcheme 
of  oiu'  exiftence  has  been  planned  by  a  wife 
and  benevolent  Power;  that  notJiing  hap- 
pens without  his  knowledge  and  permiflion  ; 
and  that,  as  there  is  nothing  which  with  re- 
(|)ecl  to  his  Prefcience  is  unforefeen,  fo  there 
is  nothing  which  with  refpe6t  to  his  Provi- 
dence is  cafual.  We  may  fonietimes  borro^v 
A  ufefui  leflbn  even  upoH  fubjects  of  religion 

from 
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from  the  heathen  writers.  The  fatyrift  Ju- 
venal, for  inftance,  has  recommended  the 
belief  of  a  divine  Providence,  and  reliance 
upon  it  as  the  beft  means  to  difpel  the  fears, 
and  reprefs  tlie  anxiety  of  mankind. 

Receive  my  counfel,  an  J  fecurely  move, 
Intmft  thy  fortune  to  the  Powers  above : 
I^ave  tliem  to  manage  for  thee,  and  to  grant 
What  their  unerring  wifdom  fees  the  want : 
In  goodnefs  as  in  greatnofs  they  excef, 
Ah  !  that  we  lov'd  ourfelvcs  but  half  fo  well ! 
Dryden's  Juvenal,  Sat.  X. 

But  what  in  a  pagan  writer  could  be  only  con- 
jefturc,  or  at  moft  probability,  \\'ith  refpe8;  to 
the  difcovcry  of  this  do6^rine,  in  aChriftian  af- 
fumes  the  fubftanceof  certainty,  derived  Irom 
the  greateft  and  beft  authority;  and  tlie  aflu- 
ranee  of  Scripture  is  no  Icfj  confolatory  than 
true.  "  Behold  the  fowls  of  the  air,  for  they 
fow  not,  neither  do  they  reap,  nor  gather 
into  barns;  yet  your  heavenly  I  ather  feedetli 
them :  Are  ye  not  much  better  than  they  ? 
Which  of  you  by  taking  thought  can  add 

one 
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one  cubit  unto  liis  ftature  ?  And  why  take 
ye  thought  for  raiment?  Coniider  the  lilies 
t)f  tlie  lield,  how  they  grow— they  toil  not, 
neither  do-  they  ipin  ;  and  yet  I  lay  unto 
you,  that  even  Solomon,  in  ail  his  glory, 
was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  thefe.  ^Vhere- 
forc  if  God  fo  clothe  tlie  grafs,  which  to-day 
is,  and  to-morrow  is  caft  into  the  oven,  Ihall 
he  not  much  more  clothe  you,  oh  ye  of  little 
faith  ?" 

I  iliall  only  fuggeft  to  you,  in  a  few  words, 
fome  of  the  principal  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  firm  perfuafion  of  the  truth  of 
this  do61:rine. 

'  It  convinces  us  of  the  folly,  or  rather  the 
fm,  of  that  exceffive  folicitude,  which  many 
perfons  ihow  for  the  good  things  of  this 
world — particularly  for  its  riches — a  folici- 
tude which  deprives  them  of  the  enjoyments 
they  can  command,  and  makes  them  queru- 
lous and  wretched,  even  when  in  pollcffion 
of  the  means  of  comfort. 

It  is  a  great  fource  of  confolation  in  times 

of 
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of  (lifliGulty  and  diftrefs :  What  though  the 
evils  of  life  prefs  hard  upon  me,  and  I  am 
lurrounded  by  dangers  ;  what  though  the 
Itorm  impends,  the  thunders  roll,  and  the 
lightnings  flafli,  I  will  remain  firm  and  un- 
Ihaken  at  my  poft ;  for  I  have  an  Almighty 
Protector,  whofe  eye  can  penetrate  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  ftorm,  who  will  enable  me  either 
to  bear  its  violence  with  fortitude,  or  will 
prcfent  to  me  fome  method  of  efcaping  it. 

Supported  by  this  behef,  the  pooi'  man 
fmiles  in  his  clay-built  cottage.  He  is  con- 
vinced, that  the  Almighty  is  his  friend  ;  and 
that  lie  marks  his  diftreiles ;  and  although  for 
the  trial  of  his  virtues  many  comforts  are  de- 
nied him  in  this  world,  he  looks  forward  with 
certain  hope  to  that  heaven,  where  want  and 
hardfliip  will  be  no  more. 

To  the  rich  man  it  cannot  fail  to  be  falu- 
tary ;  it  abates  his  pride,  and  awes  him  into 
refpcft  for  the  rights  of  others ;  it  induces 
him  to  condefcend  to  men  of  low  eftate, 
from  the  conviction,  that  he  has  a  Mailer  in 

heaven, 
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lieaven,  ^vho  is  above  all,  who  views  all  his 
actions,  and  will  call  him  to  give  an  account 
of  his  ftewardihip. 

And  if  lix  have  a  firm  perfuallon  of  it, 
my  Emily,  we  may  rife  in  the  morning  to 
purfiie  our  daily  occupations,  and  retire  to 
reft  at  night  with  equal  compofure ;  aflurcd, 
that  ^^•e  are  fu  per  intended  by  a  Guardian, 
wlio  "  neither  llumbcrs  nor  llceps,"  and  whofe 
inceflant  vigilance  is  our  bcft  fecurity. 


LET 


LETTER  III. 


From  the  fame  to  the  fame. 


ON  CHRISTIAN  CHARITY, 

You  tell  me,  that  vour  friend  Ladv  S 

made  a  merit  of  giving  money  to  a  beggar 
upon  a  public  road,  and  you  very  properly 
doubt,  whether  fuch  an  act  can  be  rightly 
deemed  an  a6t  of  genuine  charity.  If  llie 
thought  that  it  conftituted  the  whole  duty  of 
charity,  Ihe  had  certainly  a  very  imperfect 
notion  of  the  fubject.  She  might  yield  to 
the  impulfe  of  thofe  generous  feelings,  which 
lliowed  the  goodnefs  of  her  heart,  but  I  wilh 
you  to  confider,  that  as  Chriftia7is  we  ought 
to  a6t  from  principle,  as  well  as  fenfibility, 

and 
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and  you  may  be  alTuted  that  oftentation  can 
form  no  part  of  true  charity. 

It  appears  from  holy  Scripture,  that  Cha- 
rity, the  noblelt  and  beft  of  the  virtues,  flows 
from  the  pureft  motives — tiie  love  of  God 
our  Creator,  and  Chrilt  our  Redeemer,  and 
is  of  fo  comprehenfive  a  nature,  as  to  include 
all  the  thoughts,  words,  and  a6tions,  benevo- 
lence can  dictate ;  and  embraces  all  the  du- 
ties we  owe  to  mankind.  The  pra6lice  of  it, 
arifmg  from  thefe  motives,  is  of  the  highelt 
value  and  importance ;  for  we  are  allured 
that  our  Saviour  will  reward,  as  an  a6l  of 
pejfojial  kindnefs  to  himfelf,  any  exercife  of 
it  even  to  the  humbleft  of  his  followers — In 
as  much  as  you  did  it  unto  one  of  the  kajt  of 
thefe  my  brethr^eti,  you  did  it  unto  me. 

In  order  that  you  may  fill  up  the  defects 
of  tliis  Iketch,  I  defire  you  to  read  the  elo- 
quent and  very  copious  defcription,  which 
St.  Paul  has  given  of  Charity  in  the  firft 
Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  and  I  entreat 
you  to  be  very  attentive  to  the  train  of  his 
argument — Though  I  bejiow  all  my  goods  to 

VOL.  I.  R  feed 


feed  the  ipoor^  faid  tlie  ApoMe,  mid  hiwc  "not 
Charity,  it  pFoJitetk  me  nothing.  Pcrlmps 
you  may  alk,  can  I  perform  fo  benevolent 
an  office^  as  tlmt  liere  defcribed,  and  yet  be 
deftitute  of  Charity  r  Yes^  you  certamly  may; 
for  you  Biay  feed  tlie  poor  from  motives  t)f 
oftentation  or  vain  glory,  aiid  may  not  be 
-influenced  al  all  by  the  principle,  the  pure 
and  diiinterefted  principle,  which  ;^yj^  i$  nil 
,its  value  in  the  fight  6f  God.  ^m>  *^^r.  p  : . 
)ObferVe  too  the  particular  cautioti  of  Owt 
blelTed  Saviour — IVheti  tftou  giv^  tM^it 
alms,  da  it  fecretlif,  tind  tk^  Father  which 
feeth  in  fecretjhall  reward  thee  opeuli/.  Tiiis 
precept  is  as  excellent  in  regard  to  the  deli- 
cacy tliat  may  be  due  to  the  feelings  of  the 
receiver,  a»  with  refpe^  to  tlie  fincerity  of 
the  giver :  l]ut  as  a^  of  pubtic  beneficence 
are  equally  conducive  to  the  hoiK)ur  of  God, 
and  the  goo<l  of  fociety,  they  are  as  ftrongly 
recommended  upon  the  fame  high  authority— 
Let  your  light  fojhine  before  men^  that  they 
may  fee  your  good  zvorksy  and  glorify  your 
Father  Vfhich  is  in  heofven^ 

'    Thus 
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Thus  you  may  be  led  to  notice  the  dif- 
tin^tion  which  prevails  between  notoriety  and 
oftentation.  The  motive  for  doin^  an  action, 
and  tlie  ifiamia''  in  whicii  it  is  done,  conltitute 
tliis  diftiiiftion ;  and  if  tliis  be  the  cafe,  it  is 
even  poffible,  that  the  perfon  who  relieveb 
an  object  of  charity  in  the  prefence  of  a 
crowd,  may  a6b  from  a  principle  as  pure,  as 
(tbjoife  "  who  do  good  by  ftealth,  and  blufli  to 
iind  it  feme." 

Afs  gratitude  is  only  ,the  growth  xA  gene- 
rous i3flinds,  you  muft  not  expeft  it  to  be 
the  invai'iabk  fruit  of  the  benefits  you  con- 
ifer :  no,  you  muft  a6l  upon  nobler  confide- 
.-rations,  than  the  hope  of  any  temporal  re- 
wards, and  be  fatisiied  with  the  applaufe  of 
your  own  heart,  and  the  Gonvi6;ion  tliat  you 
are  fulfilling  one  of  the  principal  duties 
of  life. 

Men  arc  ungrateful — be  they  fo  wlib  dare, 

Is  that  the  giver's  or  receiver's  care  ? 

O  blind  to  joys  that  from  true  bounty  flow, 

Jo  think  thofe  e'er  rcpeiit,  v^hofe  heaits  tettaw  ! 

R  c:  The 
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The  numerous  public  eftablifliments  for 
charitable  purpofes  conftitute  much  of  tte 
true  glory  of  our  nation.  In  them  very  great 
and  elfential  benefits  are  imparted  to  tl>e 
poor  and  diitreiled  by  the  contributions  of 
individuals,  wliich  like  drops  of  rain,  how- 
evei'  fmall,  unite  and  augment  the  general 
current  of  Charity.  Of  thefe  inftitutions 
none  are  more  ufeful  than  hofpitals ;  and  it 
ought  to  be  remembered  for  the  honour  of 
your  fex,  that  a  Roman  lady,  whofe  name, 
I  think,  was  Fabiola,  founded  the  firft  hof- 
pital.  She  faw  wounded  foldiers  left  a  prey 
to  pain  and  death,  in  the  fquares  and  ftreets 
of  the  city  of  Rome;  her  generous  heart 
melted  with  compaflTion  when  ihe  heard  their 
piteous  com{)lamts,  and  ihe  caufed  a  fpacious 
edifice  to  be  built  for  their  reception,  where 
they  were  lupplied  with  proper  food  and 
medicines-.  Thus  did  thefe  very  ufeful  efta- 
blifhments  owe  their  origin  to  the  tender 
feelings  of  your  fex,  directed  by  the  benevo- 
lent principles  of  Chriftianity ;  and  that  the 
f  ime  beneficial  ujaion  ftill  continues  for  the 

good 
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good  of  the  more  indigent  ranks  of  fociety, 
tJie  lifts  of  fubfcribcrs  to  hofpitals  in  all 
parts  of  Great  Britain  furnilb  very  fufticient 
proofs. 

To  public  charities  all  have  not  an  equai 
power  or  opportunity  of  contributing ;  but 
every  one  polfeffnig  even  a  fcanty  portion  of 
the  good  things  of  this  world,  can  exercife 
private  beneficence,  in  fome  degree  or  other : 
fhe  who  cannot  give  much,  may  give  fome- 
thing  to  the  poor  and  needy;  and  if  it  be 
imparted  in  the  true  fpirit  of  a  Chriftian,  \^  e 
arc  alTured  by  the  exprefs  declaration  of  oux 
Saviour  himfelf,  that  even  the  cheapeft  and 
moft  inconfiderable  boon,  even  a  cup  of  cold 
water,  will  by  no  means  lofe  its  reward, 

I  Ihall  conclude  this  letter  with  giving  you 
an  inftance  or  two  of  the  virtue  I  am  recom- 
mending. They  deferve  your  attention  the 
more,  as  they  are  taken  from  the  walks  of 
middle  life,  and  therefore  are  open  to  exten- 
five  imitation. 

As   I  was  travelling  through  the   pretty 

village  -of  A ,  I  inquired  the  name  of  a 

lady. 
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lady,  whom  I  faw  entering  a  cottage. — 
**  Oh,  Sir/'  replied  an  old  man,  "  it  is  Mrs. 
S — — ,  who  has  been  to  fee  my  poor  wife : 
Ihe  is  very  ill,  and  our  houfe  is  not  the  place 
for  fine  ladies  to  come  to;  but  this  dear 
fimgel  comes  every  day  to  relieve  her  wants, 
and  fends  one  of  her  own  children  with 
fomething  nice  from  her  own  table.  She 
talks  to  us  all,  and  relieves  any  of  the  pariih 
who  are  fick,  with  as  much  kindnefs  as  if  we 
belonged  to  her  own  family.     If  a  poor  child 

want  a  coat  or  a  gown,  Mrs.  S does 

not  give  the  parents  the  money  to  buy  one, 
but  llie  purchafes  the  materials,  and  mak^s 
it  for  the  child  herfelf " 

This  violet  of  the  vale  is  concealed  indeed 
in  the  ihades  of  retirement,  but  Ihe  fcatters 
fweets  all  around  her  abod€.  Alas,  this  ex- 
cellent woman  brings  to  my  mind  too  lively 
a  remembrance  of  your  dear  departed  mo- 
ther !  fuch  tvas  her  charitable  difpofition, 
and  fuch  her  unoftentatious  bounty  to  the 
deferving  pow ! 

8  AfllOTt 
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A  iliort  time  ago  the  Mifs  0~ s,  ^vho, 

&s  you  may  remember,  removed  from  our 
village  when  very  young,  came  to  pay  a  vilit 
to  fome  friends  in  their  old  neighbourhood. 
Tliey  recogniled  with  fond  expreflious  of 
pleafure  the  objects  dear  to  their  childhood, 
and  their  eyes  fparkled  with  joy  w^hen  they 
revifited  the  walks  in  the  garden  where  they 
had  To  often  played,  the  old  oaks,  the  rookery, 
and  the  weeping  willows  that  hang  over  the 
ftream.  But  nothing  gave  tliem  fo  much 
pleafure  as  the  fight  of  their  nurfe,  whom 
they  found  almoft  blind,  and  bowed  dovya 
with  years.  They  made  the  moft  anxious 
inquiries  after  her  health  and  circumftances, 
relieved  her  with  a  handfome  prefent,  and 
the  aflurance  of  a  regular  fupply.  Thefe 
girls  had  been  accuftomed  to  very  genteel 
fodety ;  they  are  fine  ladies  in  the  bell  fenlb 
of  the  words ;  but  their  benevolent  feelings 
have  not  been  blunted  by  intercourfe  with 
the  world,  nor  has  their  grateful  attachment 
to  the  humble  friend  of  their  infancy  and 

chUd- 
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childhood  been  facriliced  to  more  modiih 
connections.  When  you,  my  Emily,  are  in- 
clined to  return  to  your  native  village,  I  ihall 
fay  to  you,  and  I  truft  I  ihall  not  fpeak  in 
vain,  Come,  cmd  do  thou  likexvifc. 

So  illiijirious  are  we  rendered  by  the  prac- 
tice of  true  charity,  that  our  praife  will  never 
ceafc ;  fo  valuable  is  it,  that  it  reconimends 
us  to  the  favour  of  God,  as  well  as  the  love 
of  man :  fo  7wble  that  it  is  placed  at  th^ 
head  of  all  chriftian  graces  —  And  now 
remain  Faith,  Hope,  Charitif ;  hut  the 
greateft  of  thefe  is  Charity :  and  fo  exten- 
five  is  the  obligation  to  its  performance,  that 
fo  long  as  poverty,  forrow,  and  diftrefs  of 
any  kind,  remain  in  the  world,  there  m  ill  be 
a  fpbere  for  its  exercife. 

I  wiO)  you  particularly  to  obferve,  that  in 
the  two  examples  I  have  given  you,  there  is 
included  a  great  deal  of  perfonal  exertion, 
and  the  more  there  is  of  it,  the  greater  is 
the  excellence,  I  had  almoft  faid  the  merit, 
of  Charity.  Suppofe  I  give  money  to  a  beg- 
gar, 
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gar,  and  do  not  examine  into  his  juft  claims 
to  my  compaffion ;  or  if  I  employ  my  fer- 
vants  to  diftribute  alms  among  thofe  perfons, 
who,  as  I  am  informed,  are  in  want,  I  ihow 
but  little  comparative  zeal  in  the  caufe  of 
Charity,  and  may  fubje6l  myfelf  to  many 
impofitions,  and  confequently  can  reap  from 
my  endeavours  to  do  good  but  flight  fatis- 
fa6lion,  in  comparifon  to  that  I  feel,  when 
I  take  pains  to  afcertain  that  the  objcfts  of 
my  bounty  are  in  real  diftrefs. 

You  may  be  allured,  that  iliould  you  be 
placed  in  a  high  rank  of  life,  you  will  find 
the  dainties  of  a  coftly  table  infipid,  and  the 
fplendour  of  a  fafliionable  equipage  joylefs, 
in  comparifon  with  "  the  luxury  of  doing 
good"  to  deferving  objects.  The  exercife  of 
generofity  under  the  control  of  difcretion 
will  produce  the  greateft  and  the  moft  per- 
manent fatisfa6lion.  Expenfe  laviflied  upon 
faihion,  parade,  and  pomp,  "  like  the  bafe- 
lefs  fabric  of  a  vifion,  will  leave  not  a  wreck 
behind ;"  while  the  attention,  the  time,  and 

the 
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th!^  t«oney  appropriated  to  deeds  of  tru.^  CI 
rity>  will  fecure  the  moft  heartfelt  felf-ap- 
pfojufe^  and  in  the  hour  of  ficknefs  and  de- 
fpojodency  will  confole  and  cheer  you  with 
the  delightful  hope,  that  you  have  laid  up 
a  tircafurc  in  heaven^  and  done  that  which  is 
acceptable  in  the  fight  of  Him,  who  can 
fecurc  you  its  everlafting  poiTei^ions. 


LET^ 


LETTER  IV. 


From  the  fame  to  the  fume. 


ox  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  DEVOTION. 

Th  e  moment  I  propofe  the  obfcrv^tiop  to 
you,  I  feci  confident  you  will  aileut  to .  it3 
truth,  that  the  enjoyment  of  pleafuFe  oaght 
never  to  exclude  the  performance  of  our  duty. 
If  tlie  warbling  of  the  fyrens  at  tlw  opera 
was  much  more  melodious  than  it  is,  if  tte 
baaid  was  tlie  fineft  tixat  ever  was  colieQed* 
the  decorations  of  tbp  llage,  and  the  dreffe^ 
of  the  performers  the  moft  fplendid,  that 
could  ftrike  the  eye,  and  the  ballet  wa^ 
performed  by  the  moft  graceful  dancers  in 
Europe— 'I  would  never  confent,  that  eveji 
all  thefe  combined  attraftions  Ikould  fo  fef 
ktrade  upon  your  hours,  on  a  Saturday 

night. 
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night,    as   to   prevent   you   from   going  to 

church  on  a  Sunday.     There  are,    as  you 

well  know,    many   cafes,    in  which  I  have 

not  interferefl  to  prevent  your  yielding  to 

the  tyranny  of  failiion,   but  in  the  prefent 

inftance,  I  muft  plead  for  your  very  ftrenu- 

ous  and  determined  oppofition  to  its  fvvay. 

What !    defert  the  public  profcfiion  of  your 

Chriftian  faith,  and  the  public  teftimony  of 

your  gratitude  to  the  great  author  of  your 

being,  the  Giver  of  all  the  happinefs  you 

enjoy  in  this  world,    and  hope  for  in  the 

next,    for    a  frivolous   amufement,    or  for 

an  unimportant  engagement  of  any   kind? 

No — Reafon  and  revelation  equally  forbid 

fuch  conduct — Excufe  the  earneftnefs  and  the 

warmth  of  this  expoftulation,  for  I  think  the 

occalion  juftifies,  nay  demands  it  from  me. 

As  I  was  well  aware,  when  you  firft  went 
to  London,  that  I  could  not  rely  upon  Mrs. 
Wilfon's  attention  to  this  important  point,  I 
am  glad  I  fecured  the  aififtance  of  her  wor- 
thy neighbour  Mrs.  Goodall.  She  is  pious 
without  oftentatioh,    a   zealous  member  of 

the 
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the  church  of  England,  without  the  leaft 
tin6lure  of  fanaticifm.  She  will  have  more 
pleafure  in  accompanying  you  to  church, 
than  many  ladies  have  in  going  to  an  opera 
or  a  rout.  However  the  falhionable  world 
may  abufe  or  profane  their  Sunday,  Ihe 
conftantly  admonilhes  them,  not  by  an 
overweening  profeffion  of  her  piety,  but 
by  the  humble  perfuafive  of  her  uniform 
praftice,  which  fpeaks  as  forcibly  as  if  ftie 
was  repeatedly  to  fay,  "  You  may  facrifice 
as  many  of  your  precious  hours  to  the  idols 
of  vanity  as  you  pleafe,  but  like  Jofliua  of 
old,  As  for  me,  and  my  hoiifcy  wc  willfa^ve 
the  Lord'' 

To  a  mind  fo  much  influenced  by  humi- 
lity and  gratitude  as  yours,  I  need  urge  few 
>arguments  in  favour  of  the  reafonablenefs  of 
prayer  in  general.  Tliat  you  entertain  the 
moft  awful  ideas  of  the  divine  Majefty  and 
power,  and  are  fcnfible  of  your  own  weak- 
nefs  and  dependence  upon  the  divine  good- 
nefs,  I  am  fully  alTured ;  it  is  therefore  na- 
tural for  you  to  fly  to  the  Almighty  for  fuc- 

cour 
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o^tJir  -and  foippott,  and  to  poiir  fortli  your 
5gi^no*Mied<iemems  for  the  fe,vours  be  is 
^Aa-ily  Showering  npon   you,    and  all  man- 

•  I  n^fe^  rtot^esflaPfgfe  upon  the  propriety  of 
jbur  applying ^thefc  otefervatiani,  to  the  pmc- 
tlice  df  privcUt  devoftksn,  From  the  time 
'tfiien  I  ufed  to  fee  y^u  then,  a  little  girl, 
4t»e^  down  befope  yow  nreifeher,  join  yomr 
^k  bands,  and  lifp  yonr  prayers,  I  hfuye 
«o  re«foti  to  doubt  your  having  matured 
Jiiie  pious  5pra£tice  into  a  regokr  arid  iettled 
vliabit 

t  ^^  And  as  ^ur  gi'atitude  lays  tis  under  tloe 
ftrongeft  obligations  to  promote  the  honour 
and  glory  of  the  Supreme  Being,  by  every 
>ttieaMS  in  our  power,  we  ought  particularly 
to  do  .fo  by  :a6ts  of  publk  worjhip.      We 
make  an  jopen  and  confpicnous  declaratiosn 
Ol'  oar  iaith,  we  thus  let  on?'  light  Jhine  be- 
fore men,   xmd  let  them  a  confpieuous  ex- 
-iimple,   tliat  they  may  glorify  our  Father 
njho'isinbeavtn.     When  we  are  engaged  in 
:the  .ftated   fcrvice    of  the    diurch   on   the 

Lord's 
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Lord's  day,  we  are  cin|>^oyed  as  every  Chril^- 
tian  might  to  be.     What  a  fablirne  and  fatis^ 
factory  rcflccHon  it  is  tO  a  pious  mind  to 
conlidcr,    that  the  vai'iaias   congregatiotrs  of 
tli«  uiiivci'fal  churcli  are  pouring  forth  their 
tributary   prayers  and  praifcs  on  the  hme 
day   throughout  the  chriltian  woi^id  1    It  is 
tlie  obfcrvance  of  Simdaij  which  gives  Chrif- 
tk-nity  its  lability;  I  know  not  whether  it 
•does  Rot  at  leaft,  among  tlie  great  mafs  of  -tiie^ 
f>eople,  fecure  ife  cowtin 'fiance  in  the  world*.  ^ 
Tike  g€ffiieral  Begle^l   of  |Hiblit   w<i>iilhi|> 
rt^ould  produce    a  ,  general    irreverence  foj: 
«very  thing  divine  and  facred,  tlie  grea^  bul- 
w^ark  that  prevehU  the  tort-enl  of  vice  artd 
tKftinomlity  from  overflowiskg  fociety  woald 
'be  throwa  dowo,  aa?wi  atheiiia  and  t\icked- 
neis  would  deluge  the  world.     That  coafe- 
.  ^ttences  fuch  as  thefe  would  follow,  we  have 
r^afon   to  conclude    from  the  evidence  ©f 
ii^Ei's,.     Many  criminals,  previous  to  their  ex- 
ecution, have   been  hear4  to  confefs  their 
breach  of  the  Sabbath  was  tlje  iirft  itep  in 
theii-  road  to  fin.     And  if  fome  of  thofe  who 

havet 
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have  rim  the  career  of  diffipation  in  the 
faihionable  world,  were  at  the  clofe  of  life 
to  look  back  to  their  former  conduQ;,  they 
might  trace  their  inditference  to  religion,  and 
their  total  inattention  to  the  concerns  of  an- 
other world  to  the  fame  unhappy  caufe. 

The  world  is  the  ocean  upon  wdiich  we 
are  tolTed  by  care,  vexation,  and  diforderly 
paffious  :  the  church  is  the  harbour  to  which 
we  may  occafionally  retreat,  and  recruit 
our  ftrength,  as  we  proceed  on  the  voyage 
of  life.  Then  if  we  have  any  reflexion,  we 
cannot  fail  to  be  ftruck  by  objects  of  the 
higheft  concern.  There  by  the  tombs  of  the 
departed,  which  we  behold  around  us,  we 
arc  reminded  of  our  periHiable  nature,  and 
there  by  the  words  of  eternal  life  uttered  by 
the  appointed  Minifters  of  the  Gofpcl,  we 
are  convinced,  that  we  are  the  heirs  of  im- 
mortality. There  we  lift  up  our  thoughts 
above  this  tranfitory  fcene  of  folly,  vice, 
and  difdppointment ;  there  flows  the  tear  of 
penitence ;  there  is  uttered  the  voice  of 
pious  gratitude.     We  approach  the  Supreme 

Being — - 
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Being — the  great  fource  of  life  and  happi- 
nefs  in  a  manner  moft  pleafmg  to  him,  and 
arc  admitted,  as  it  were  more  immediately 
into  his  prefence,  and  we  acquire  a  relilli  for 
thofe  pleafures  which  are  enjoyed  by  the 
blelled  fpirits  above :  we  unite  w^ith  the 
choirs  of  angels  and  archangels  in  celebrat- 
ing his  praifes,  and  qualify  ourfelves  by  the 
performance  of  a  fnnilar  fervice  to  partake 
of  limilar  happinefs  in  heaven. 

Truly  excellent  are  the  prayers  of  our 
church,  forcible  in  language,  comprehei>f 
five  in  fubje6i:s,  and  well  adapted  to  all 
ranks  and  fituations  of  mankind.  They  are 
(6  plain,  that  the  common  people  may  fully 
underftand  them ;  and  fo  expreffive,  that  the 
refined  and  learned  cannot  but  admire  them 
for  profound  wifdom,  as  much  as  for  fer* 
vent  piety.  How  pathetic  and  folemn  are 
the  various  petitions  of  the  Litany,  what  a 
ftile  of  fublime  gratitude  does  the  General 
Tha?2kfgivmg  breathe,  and  in  what  a  ftrain 
of  rich  and  pure  eloquence  are  all  the  Col- 
lects  con)pofed  !    And   the   prayers  of  our 

VOL.  I,  s  church 
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church  have  this  additional  recommendation 
to  our  reverence,  that:  they  are  eonfecrated 
by  great  length  of  time,  they  were  breathed 
from  the  lips  of  faints  and  martyrs  in  tha 
primitive  ages,  and  were  tlie  expreffions  of 
the  holielt  thoughts  of  the  holicft  men. 

I  wilh  you.  to  attend  to  the  following  cir- 
cumftance,  as  one  which  I  efteem  a  decided 
puoofof  the  excellence  of  our  Liturgy.  When- 
ever I  have  heard  extempore  prayers  in  any 
diilenting  congregations,  they  have  been 
tame  and  fpiritlefs,  or  defidtory  and  bom-' 
baftic  :  if  they  had  any  ;merit,  tkey  difca^ 
vered  evident  trax^es  of  the  imitation  of  oun 
fervice,  and  fometimes  borrowed-  its  exa6fe 
words. 

With  refpect  to  fermons^  you  may  always 
derive  fom^  advantage  from  hearing  them,* 
even  if  ^ot  always  recommended  by  th^ 
comely  perfon,  or  the  animated  deliveiy  of 
the  preacher.  Some  part  of  Scripture  will 
be  explained,  fome  duty  enforced,  fome 
perfuafive  arguments  urged  to  increafe  your 
faith,  and  to  confirm  your  hope  in  the  gra- 
cious 
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ch&U3  promifes  of  the  Goipel,  and  encoioa  age 
your  perfeverance  in  well  doing::  and  if  you* 
go*  to  church  with  a  mind  dilpofed-,,  as;  the 
mind  of  a  Chriftian  oug/it  to  he,  not  to  cavil, 
but  to  leani,  you  cannot  fail  to  leave  tlie 
facred  place  both  wifer  and  better, — with  in- 
creafcd  veneration  for  the  Almighty,  with 
more. regard  for  your  own  fpiritual  welfare, 
and  more  benevolence  to  mankind...  .  - :  - 
I  hope  the  -weighty  motives  which  lead* 
you  to  frequent  your  church,  will  always 
induce  you  to  behave  with  due  devoutnefe,. 
all  the  time  you  are  there.  Some  perfons- 
feem  to  confider  a  church  like  any  otfrer 
public  place,  where  they  go  to  fee  and  be 
feen,  to  exchange  compliments,  and  idle 
away  an  hour  or  two.  Reprefs  all  approachcis 
to  fuch  indecorous  condud,  and  recollect 
that  levity  is  a  mockery  of  the  folemn  oc- 
cafion  ;  bear  in  mind  that  very  awful  confide- 
ration,  that  you  are  in  the  more  immediate 
prefence  of  God,  when  you  are  in  a  place 
dedicated  to  his  fole  honour  and  fervice. 
Let  your  converfation  be  very  fhort  with 
s  2  the 
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the  friends  you  meet  there,  your  looks  de- 
vout, and  compofed,  your  thoughts  drawn 
off,  as  much  as  poffible,  from  worldly  ob- 
je&,  and  dire6t:ed  with  undeviating  and  vi- 
gilant attention  to  the  regular  courfe  of  the 
fervice. 

I  conclude  this  letter  with  earneftly  con- 
juring you,  by  the  moft  facred  conliderations 
of  duty,  not  to  fuffer  any  frivolous  reafons  to 
prevent  you  from  attending  the  fervice  of  the 
church  on  a  Sunday.  Thus  you  will  diftin- 
guilh  one  day  in  fevcn  from  the  uniform 
feries  of  the  other  fix,  by  performing  "  a 
reafonable  fervice  :"  you  will  keep  the  facred 
flame  of  religion  alive  in  your  heart ;  you 
will  draw  nigh  unto  God  in  his  Holy  Tem- 
ple, and  then  you  will  have  good  ground 
to  hope,  that  he  will  in  the  hour  of  neceffity 
when  you  are  affailed  by  misfortune,  weak- 
ened by  ficknefs,  or  deprelTed  with  grief, 
draw  nigh  unto  you.  You  will  keep  up 
that  fpiritual  communication  with  heaven, 
ivhich  is  the  pureft  and  moft  nutritive  fuf- 
tcnance  of  the  foul.     And  you  may  depend 

upon 
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Upon  the  truth  of  the  aflurance,  that  when 
you  fmk  into  the  vale  of  years,  and  review 
the  whole  courfe  of>  your  paft  life,  there  wdU 
be  no  hours,  next  to  thofe  employed  in  the 
performance  of  the  more  active  duties  of 
religion,  which  you  will  reflect  upon  as  fo 
rationally  and  fo  profitably  fpent,  as  thofe 
pafled  in  the  "  Houfe  of  God." 


LETTER 
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From  4?ie  fmie  to  the  fame. 
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..^J  to: 

ON    SNEAKING  TRUTH. 

1  HERE  is  no  principle  which  I  have  endea- 
voured to  fix  in  your  mind  more  firmly,  or 
with  to  recommend  at  all  times  with  more 
earneftncfs,  than  a  ftri6l  and  invariable  re- 
gard to  truth ;  becaufe  I  am  convinced,  as  I 
am  certain  you  will  be  upon  refle6lion,  of  its. 
very  great,  I  ought  rather  to  fay,  its  incal- 
culable importance,  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
bonds  of  fociety ;  and  it  is  for  this  reafou 
enjoined  as  a  moft  facred  duty  by  the  laws 
both  of  God  and  man. 

Truth  is  the  genuine  language  of  the 
heart ;  the  faultering  voice  of  a  child  utter- 
ing a  falfliood,    and  his  crimfoned  cheeks 

burning; 
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burning  with  Ihame,  are  plain  indications 
of  the  repugnance  of  fuch  a  practice  to 
nature  :  childrea  rarely  tell  an  untruth,  until 
they  are  feduced  by  bad  examples,  or  •ex- 
cited  by  fome  ftrong  temptation  to  do  lb  : 
is  it  not  clear  tlien,  the  Creator  has  in- 
fcribed  the  characters  of  fmcerity  upon  the 
human  mind,  and  that  heinous  indeed  muft 
be  the  fm  of  thofe  who  endeavour  to  oblite- 
rate them? 

Your  difpofition,  I  am  perfuaded,  is 
averfe  to  all  artifice  and  deceit — — 

"■  What  you  think  in  your  heart,  I  can  read  in  your 

eyes, 
**  For  knowing  no  faMliood,  you  need  no  difguife/' 

Still  it  may  be  necefiary  to  keep  you  upon 
your  guard  againft  the  inlinuations  of  thofe, 
who  may  wifh  to  lead  you  aftray  ;  and  fuch 
perfons,  I  fear,  are  to  be  found  in  every 
fituation  of  lifc. 

It  gives  me  great  concern  to  remark  that 
fome  boys  and  girls  are  not  diftinguiihed  by 
that  candour,  which  is  the  brighteft  orna- 
ment 
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merit  of  every  period  of  life,  and  particularly 
of  their  own.  When  involved  in  difficulties 
in  confequence  of  their  mifcondu61;,  they 
have  very  little  hefitation,  whether  they  fhaW 
facrifice  veracity  to  convenience,  if  they  can 
by  fuch  means  efcape  the  ftroke  of  punifli- 
ment.  They  too  often  abufe  their  ingenuity 
by  pra6tifmg  a  fpecies  of  artifice,  which 
confifts  in  telling  one  ftory  to  their  parents 
or  teachers,  and  another  to  their  affociates. 
When  fuccefsful  in  their  mifreprefentations, 
they  exult  in  their  addrefs,  and  triumph  on 
the  vi6lory  gained  over  the  credulity  of  their 
fuperiors.  Their  fuccefs  encourages  them 
to  repeat  the  experiment,  their  alTurance  is 
hardened  into  effrontery,  and  their  artifice 
finally  fettles  into  a  confirmed  habit  of  de- 
ception. The  teachers  of  youth  are  much 
to  be  blamed,  if  they  do  not  exert  their  ut- 
moft  vigilance  to  prevent  the  growth  of  this 
malady,  which  when  fuffered  to  fpread  in 
the  juvenile  mind,'  is  producHve  of  the 
greateft  evils  to  fociety. 

Of 
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Of  all  vices,  deliberate  and  malicious  falf- 
hood  is  juftly  regarded  as  the  meaiielt,  be- 
caufe  it  implies  the  molt  profligate  difrcgard 
of  every  principle  of  honour.  Among  men, 
thofe  who  do  not  fcrapie  to  commit  atroci- 
ous crimes,  will  hefitate  at  this — they  are 
ftartled  at  its  enormity,  and  lliudder  at  it3 
confequences :  thofe  who  difregard,  and  will 
even  forgive  every  other  ftigma  upon  their 
character,  are  fo  offended  at  any  imputed 
want  of  veracity,  as  to  think  it  can  only  be 
expiated  by  blood,  and  that  he  who  tells  an 
untruth,  as  he  cannot  be  believed,  is  un- 
worthy to  breathe  the  air  of  honourable  men 
— is  too  bale  to  live. 

The  fabrication  of  faliliood  proceeds  from 
various  motives,  of  which  vanity  is  the  moft 
harmlefs.  When  it  refults  from  envy  or 
malevolence,  it  afiumes  the  moft  mifchievous 
appearance :  then  like  the  viper  it  has  a 
tooth  to  inflici:  an  envenomed  wound.  Such 
is  the  defcription  of  fcandal  and  calumny, 
and  that  you  may  fully  underftand  the  ma- 
lignant qualities  and  pernicious  tendency  of 

thefe 
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thefe  great  enemies  to  foci^il  peace  and  har- 
mony, I  fhall  take  another  opportunity  of 
writing  to  you  more  at  large  upon  the 
fubjeO;. 

Truth  is  a/1  ways  pleafant  to  the  ingenuous 
mind;  thus  the  water  of  the  pellucid  fpring, 
of  which  you  are  lb  fond,  neitlier  fparkles 
like  champaigne,  nor  has  it  the  lufcious 
fvveetnefs  of  a  liqueur ;  yet  it  is  always 
grateful  to  the  un vitiated  tafte.  The  path 
of  ti*uth  is  ftraight  and  obvious,  fafe  and 
pleafant ;  but  falihood  is  an  intricate  laby- 
rinth, in  which  there  are  innumerable  wind- 
ings, and  where  the  farther  you  advance, 
the  more  you  arc  perplexed,  and  the  more 
treacherous  is  the  ground  you  tread.  It  is 
an  evil  produdive  of  evils,  and  involves  a 
perfon  in  countlefs  difficulties.  He  who  tells 
one  unti'uth,  may  be  compelled  to  tell  many 
more  to  prop  up  his  firft  affertion,  and  his 
confiftency  will  be  put  to  the  fevereft  trial  ; 
if  feis  memory  be  not  very  retentive,  he  will 
vary  to-morrow  from  the  account  he  gives 
to-day ;  the  circumfpe^'^  will  watch,  the  in- 
8  quifitive 
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quiiitive  will  examine,  and  the  iagacious  wiU 
ciete6i:  him  :  he  will  be  hunted  like  the  cniity 
fox,  through  all  his  windings,  and  will  be 
caught  at  lalt.  If  once  det€6i;ed  in  a  deli- 
berate faliliood,  he  will  be  ever  alter  liitened 
to  with  fulpicion,  and  (iv-en  trutli  from  his 
tongue  will  lofe  its  effect,  and  be  coniidered 
ajp  deceit. 

Of  all  who,  induced  by  vanity,  oftenta- 
lion,  or  any  other  motive,  are  regardlefe  of 
the  reftraints  of  truth,  it  is  difficult  to  give 
y;ou  a  defcription.  Fiction,  like  the  chaime- 
lion,  fo  varies  its  colours,  that  I  cannot 
enumerate  them  all.  A — •  boalts  of  his  fplen- 
did  connections,  and  ihtimate  acquaintance 
with  peribns  of  the  lirft  failiion,  when  lie ,» 
only  honoured  by  the  formal  bow  or  fmile 
of  lords  and  ladies  who  hardly  know^  his 
name.  B —  talks  of  his  holpitable  table,  and 
elegc\ut;  ftyle  of  living,  when  his  kitchen  is 
tlie  cooleft  room  in  his  houfe,  and  lie  can 
with  difficulty  keep  the  bailiffs  from  his 
doors.  C—  afpires  to  tlie  reputation  of  agreat 
wit,  and  is  ambitious  to  Ihine  in  converfa- 

tion 
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tion  by  fporting  bon  mots  and  repartees,  id 
the  property  of  which  he  has  no  greater  pre- 
tenfions,  than  that  he  bought  the  books 
which  contain  them. 

In  fuch  cafes  as  thefe,  it  may  fometimes 
be  right  to  piirfue  the  phm  we  iifed  to  fol- 
low with  refpe6l  to  our  friend  Squire  Pro- 
digy :  all  his  ftories  were  of  the  marvellous 
kind ;  but  we  let  him  purfue  his  own  courfe. 
His  vanity  urged  on  his  invention  to  new 
exaggerations  ;  every  day  the  more  ftories  he 
told,  the  lefs  was  their  probability,  till  at 
laft  his  abfurdities  were  fo  palpable  as  to 
excite  general  ridicule.  This  he  could  not 
endure — he  could  bear  the  inattention  of 
fome  of  the  company,  and  the  incredulous 
ftare  of  others,  but  he  could  not  hold  out 
•againft  repeated  bursts  of  laughter.  Great 
as  was  his  mortification,  the  conftant  ridi- 
cule of  his  companions  forced  him  to  be 
filent — ^filence  produced  reflection,  and  he 
became-  in  time,  to  the  furprize  of  us  all, 
when  he  did  venture  to  talk,  a  retailer  of 
plain  matters  of  fact. 

9  Stupid 
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Stupid  as  the  filent  man  may  appear  in 
company,  he  has  infinitely  more  merit  than 
the  loquacious  coxcomb,  ^\ho  talks  of  no 
one  but  himfelf,  and  while  he  enlarges  upon 
tiiat  darling  fubjecl,  makes  pretenfions  to 
merit,  of  which  he  is  totally  deltitute,  and 
lays  claim  to  approbation,  of  which  no  one 
can  be  lefs  worthy. 

You  may  alilire  me,  you  are  convinced  of 
the  facred  character  and  high  importance  of 
truth,  and  may  aik,  if  it  ought  to  be  fpoken 
at  all  times  ?  lb  far  am  I  from  contradicting 
the  old  adage,  that  I  give  my  full  affent  to 
it,  for  there  may  be  fome  occafions  upon 
which  prudence  requires  us  to  keep  our  lips 
clofed,  as  much  as  propriety  may  upon 
others,  induce  us  to  open  them.  In  the  in- 
tercourfe  of  fociety,  you  may  confider  your- 
felf  as  under  no  neceffity  to  tell  all  the  truth 
you  know,  except  to  thofe  w  ho  have  a  right 
to  be  informed  of  it  all,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
children  to  their  parents^  or  witnelTes  in  a 
court  of  juftice.  There  are  many  cafes  in 
\\  hich  refer ve  is  a  virtue.  Take  care,  how- 
ever* 


2T0 
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ey'er,  that  whatever  you  may  think  proper 
to  communicate,  be  true.  You  may  recol- 
]e6lj  that  fuch  was  the  plan  upon  which  we 
agreed  to  conduct  our  correfpondence,  and 
you  have  given  me  no  reafon  for  wiihing  to 
abridge  the  privileges  of  your  fdence, 
oiif  an  unwelcome  truth  is  ncceffary  to  bo 
told,  much  depends  upon  the  t'nnt  and  man- 
na^ of  telling  it,  the  pill  muft  be  fvveetened, 
and  fometimes  gilded,  tO'  make  it  palatable ; 
for  inftauce,  if  I  tell  you  of  your  faidts, 
with  a  fmcere  with  for  you  to  correct  them, 
1  ought  to  make  my  obfervations  with  ten- 
dernefs  and  delicacy,  or  I  fliall  wound  your 
feelings,  inftead  of  producing  your  amend- 
ment For  want  of  caution  in  this  refpecl, 
tiie  young  often  deipife  admonition,  as  if  it 
was  the  offspring  of  fpleen  or  morofenefs, 
and  treat  their  advifer  rather  as  an  enemy 
than  a  friend. 


LETTER 
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ON"  GREAT  TALKERS  AN.D  ROMANCERS  IV 
COXVERSATION'^. 

1  HE  rules  of  good  manners  feem  tx)  re- 
quire that  converfation,  in  mixed  companies- 
of  grown  perfons  of  both  fexes  iliould  b6. 
divided  nearly  in  equal  proportions  betv/eejx 
all  prefent.  It  is  the  moft  agreeable,  wheor 
it  refembles  a  round  game,  where,  each  per-r 
fon  has  his  turn  to  play.  It  is  tlie  moft  in- 
ftru6live  when,  as  in  a  cricket  match,  thx? 
moft  Ikilful  ftrikes  the  ball  the  moft  fir©- 
quently.  No  perfons  ought  to  engrofs  too 
large  a  iliare  of  converfation,  unlefs  they  can 
throw  a  great  deal  of  wit,  pleafant  anecdote, 
or  found  obfervation  into  the  general  ftock 

of 
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of  the  company.  I  have  often  obferved,  that 
loquacity,  although  generally  reputed  a  fault 
peculiarly  feminine,  is  not  confined  to  your 
fex,  and  I  think  a  male  tattler  is  more  to 
be  cenfured  than  a  female  one,  becaufe 
from  the  fuperior.  advantages  of  his  educa- 
tion he  ought  to  hiow  better.  This  failing 
refults  from  a  felfiih  motive  ;  it  originates  in 
vanity,  and  a  love  of  difplay,  rather  than  a 
Tviih  to  pleafe,  or  to  inftrucl.  Great  talkers 
are  generally  fupcrficial  thinkers :  they  are 
Kke  our  mountain  ftreams  in  the  norths 
which  make  indeed  a  great  noife,  as  they 
dafh  over  the  pebbles,  but  they  are  always' 
ihalloweft  in  thofe  places.  They  would  do 
well  to  confider,  whether  their  obferva- 
tions  are  worth  hearing,  whether  they  are 
adapted  to  the  place,  the  time,  and  tlie  per-^ 
{on  to  whom  they  are  addreifed.  This  ex- 
ercife  of  common  prudence  would  prevent 
them  from  being  confidered  as  the  lawlefs 
ufurpers  of  other  peoples  rights,,  and  the  unli- 
cenfed  trefpaifers  on  our  time  and  patience. 

Selea 


ItOMANCERS  IN"  COXVERSATIOK.        5273 

Selccl:  readiiicy  and  attentive  obfcrvation 

o 

on  the  bufy  fcenes  of  life,  will  furniih  the 
bed  topics  for  converfation,  and  good  com- 
pany will  not  only  add  to  your  materials, 
but  will  teach  you  to  refine  and  to  adapt 
them  to  various  perfons.  If  thofe  who  talk 
have  neither  folly  for  their  fubje6t;,  nor  de- 
ceit for  their  end  ;  if  they  are  lively  without- 
impertinence,  delicate  without  affeclation, 
and  improving  without  pedantry,  or  parade, 
they  cannot  fail  to  communicate  to  all 
around  them  a  moft  exquifite  treat — fuch 
converfation  does  honour  to  rational  beings, 
and  exalts  the  dignity  of  their  nature.  It 
merits  the  praife  of  Milton,  our  greateft 
poet,  conveyed  in  the  beautiful  fpcech  of 
Adam  to  the  angel  Gabriel. 

Aa«l  fwccter  thy  dircoiirie  is  to  my  car 
Than  fruits  of  palm-tree,  pleafantcft  to  third 
And  hunger  both,  from  labour,  ;at  the  hour 
Of  fweet  repaft  ;  they  fatiate  and  foon  fill, 
7'ho*  pleafant ;  but  thy  words  with  grace  divine 
Imbued,  bring  to  their  fwectnefs  no  fatiety, 

VOL.  I.  T  There 
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There  are  perfons  who  think  converfa* 
tioii  ought  to  refemble  a  luxurious  table, 
and  that  the  beft  treat  confilts  in  a  number 
of  highly  feafonecl  dilhes.  They  may  be 
filled  the  mefsmates  of  Sinbad  the  failor,  or 
the  companions  of  the  Baron  ^lunkhaufen, 
for  they  are  always  trying  to  aftonilh  the 
company  with  the  difplay  of  the  marvellous. 
I  hope  they  w^U  not  fo  far  vitiate  your  tafte, 
as  to  make  you  prefer  the  ragouts  and  high 
ikucee  of  gafconade  and  hyperbole,  to  the  plain 
dilhes  of  common  fenfe  and  matter  of  fa6l.  If 
they  relate  an  article  of  news,  they  talk  of 
thoufands  by  a  kind  of  poetical  licenfe  in* 
itead  of  hundreds,  and  where  other  perfons 
have  travelled  one  mile,  they  boaft  of  hav^r 
ing  gone  ten.  Their  account  of  wonderful 
incidents  will  feldom  ftand  the  teft  of  clofe 
and  pertinent  queftions.  Exaggeration  is  like 
a  magnifying  glafs,  obje&  feen  through  it 
appear  very  large,  but  take  it  away,  and 
they  are  immediately^  reduced  to  their  na- 
tm^  fize. 

8  An 
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An  American  gentleman  ailerted,  that  in 
the  back  fettleinents  of  Conne6bicut,  he  had 
fcen  a  flock  of  pigeons  fo  large  as  to  darken 
the  air.  He  was  aiked  wliat  he  fuppoled 
its  length  to  have  been ;  he  gravely  re- 
plied, that  it  was  fidl  fcventy  miles.  It 
was  fug^elted  to  him,  tiiut  a  flock  of  fe^ven 
miles  in  extent  would  produce  the  fame 
effect,  and  as  he  found  upon  revolving  the 
matter  in  his  mind,  that  even  this  was  a  very 
handfome  allowance  of  pigeons,  he  was  con- 
tent in  fwture  to  tell  the  ftory  with  this  de- 
du6lion  from  his  original  quantity. 

An  old  lady  remarkable  for  her  fondnefs 
for  the  marvellous,  went  into  a  neighbouring 
village  to  drink  tea.  Her  friend  inquired 
if  ihe  brought  any  news  ?  "  Tiie  only  thing," 
faid  ihe,  "  I  have,  worth  mentioning,  is 
very  wonderful  indeed.  When  I  left  home 
I  heard  all  tlie  dogs  of  tlie  village  barking 
molt  violently,"  "  It  is  very  extraordinary," 
ikid  her  friend,  "  they  fliould  all  be  barking, 
and  you  lliould  hear  them  alC  "  You  may 
think  fg  as  long  as  you  pleafe,  madam," 
T  2  faid 
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faid  the  old  lady,  with  fome  warmth,  "  but 
I  am  confident  several  dogs  were  barking;" 
on  her  friend  ftill  appearing  furprized,  and 
incredulous,  fiie  added,  in  a  more  fubdued 
tonCy  *'  Well,  madam,  believe  me  or  not  as 
3^ou  like,  but  I  will  take  an  oath  before  any 
magiftrate  in  the  county,  that  when  I  left 
home,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  barking 
made  by  my  lap-dog.''' 

To  be  able  to  tell  an  entertaining  ftory  in 
a  pleafmg  manner,  is  doubtlefs  a  very  happy 
talent.  If  you  afpire  to  fuch  an  excellence, 
endeavour  to  follow  the  example  of  Mrs.  R — ^ 
for  no  one  can  better  deferve  your  imitation. 
She  is  never  tedious  in  her  narratives  :  all 
the  circumftances  flie  introduces,  arife  from 
her  accurate  obfervations  on  the  peculiar 
manners  by  which  every  perfon  is  diftin- 
guiflied  ;  Ihe  points  them  with  humour,  and 
expreiTes  them  with  precifion.  If  ihe  re- 
peats a  ftory  again  arid  again,  there  is 
little  variation  in  her  ftatements.  Like  a 
faithful  painter  Ihe  gives  ftrong  likenefles  of 
perfons,  not  caricatures,  and  her  colouring 
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is  lively,  not  glaring.  She  can  go  through 
a  detail  of  the  moft  ludicrous  incidents  ^vith 
perfect  fedatenels  of  countenance,  and  every 
one  laughs  except  herfelf.  The  oddities  of 
character,  and  the  follies  of  conduct,  are  her 
favourite  topics,  and  to  excite  mirth  is  her 
principal  aim,  yet  as  few  perfons  are  more 
polite,  or  humane,  Ihe  never  endeavours  to 
do  fo  at  the  expenfe  of  benevolence  or  de- 
corum. She  never  lofes  fight  of  the  refpec-: 
tability  of  her  own  characler,  or  the  tender- 
ne^ii  that  may  be  due  to  another's  feelings. 


LETTER 


LETTER  VII. 


Fro))i  tlte  fame  to  the  fame. 


t»^>»»^»^s#« 
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"On-  calling  upon  our  friend  Lady  A — 
and  her  dauMiters  the  other  dav,  I  was  fur- 
prized  to  find  them  all  fitting  round  a  lurge 
lire.  It  was  then  twelve  o'clock,  the  air 
was  foft  and  genial,  and  the  weoither  held 
out  all  the  inducements  to  exercife,  that 
could  be  offered  by  the  mild  and  enliven- 
ing luftrc  of  an  autumnal  fun.  On  my  mak- 
ing a  remfirk  to  this  purpofe  to  the  ladies, 
whofe  faces  M^ere  far  from  refle6bing  the  rofy 
glow  of  exercife  and  health,  their  mother 
aflfured  me,  "  tliey  were  fo  completely  en- 
gaged, as  to  have  no  leifure  whatever  to  throxif 
away  upon  walking  or  riding." 

I  endear 


I  endeavoured  to  convince  them  of  the 
fuperior  advantages  that  mouM  refult  front 
exchanging  an  atmofphere  of  coal-duft  and 
vapour  for  pure  air  and  refreftiing  breezes. 

Among  other  walks  and  rides  in  th^" 
neighbourhood,  I  talked  firft  of  courfe,  of 
Lorton  houfe,  and  its  accompaniments  ;  and 
you  may  be  affured  I  did  not  forget  your 
favourite  hermitage.  Then  for  a  more  dif- 
tant  excurfion,  I  directed  Lady  A — •  to  the 
afcent  of  Caftle  Crag  in  Borrowdale,  which 
commands  an  extenfive  profpe^t  of  ouf 
lake  ami  vale  of  Kefwick,  with  all  their 
romantic  appendages  of  rocks  and  wood^; 
or  if  file  chofe  to  take  an  oppofite  direi^bion, 
I  hinted  Ihe  might  explore  the  foft  greetl 
hill  of  Latrigg,  fee  Skiddaw  towering  imme- 
diately above  her,  and  on  the  other  fide 
trace  the  Greeta,  meandering  through  the 
meadows^  and  uniting  its  chryftal  waters 
with  the  Derwent ;  I  remaTked  that  the 
trees  were  affuming  the  various  colours  of 
autumnal  foliage,  the  ftreams^  were  in  full  flow, 
dailiing  down  the  vales  among  the  fantstftic 
rocks,  and  the  whole  region  of  tlie  widely 

extended 
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extended  landfcapc  was  calculated  to  infpire 
pleafure  in  every  beholder. 

Whether  my  expatiating  upon  the  induce- 
ments to  take  the  air  will  have  its  defu'ed 
efteCb  upon  this  family,  who  fay  they  came 
on  purpofe  to  enjoy  the  beauties  of  our 
country,  and  profefs  a  great  defire  to  tak^ 
drawings  from  nature,  I  know  not :  but  I 
wilh  to  inform  you,  that  our  converfation 
led  me  to  the  following  refle6lions  upon  the 
important  fubje6l  of  health,  and  the  methods 
conducive  to  its  prefer vation. 

Can  too  much  ever  be  faid  in  praife  of 
HEALTH,  when  we  recolle6l,  that  of  all  pof- 
feffions,  it  is  the  moft  delirable ;  it  is  the 
cordial  of  life,  and  the  balm  of  exiftence. 
Perfons  in  health  poffcfs  a  bicifing  which  is 
no  inconjaderable  compenfation  for  the  want 
of  the  gifts  of  fortune,  or  the  diftin6Lions  of 
honour.  They  have  the  moft  perfc6l  enjoy- 
ment of  themfelves,  and  of  every  object 
around  them ;  their  found  conftitutions  pro- 
duce a  conftant  flow  of  good  fpirits,  and. 
cheerful  thoughts ;  and  they  are  in  the  beft 

ftatct 
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ftate  of  mind  and  body  to  engage  in  the  buii- 
nefs  of  life  with  pleafure,  and  to  continue 
it  without  interruption. 

But  like  all  other  common  gifts  of  nature, 
health  is  never  rated  at  fo  high  a  price,  as 
when  we  feel  its  lofs.  .  Thofe  who  enjoy  un- 
interrupted   health,    have    no   more    lively 
}>erception  of  its  value,  than  our  peafants 
have  of  the  wholefome   wat^r  of  the  Der- 
went,  that  flows  ^y  their  cottages,  or  than 
many  of  the  natives  of  tliis'  county  feel  for 
the  grandeur  and.  beauty  of  our  profpefts. 
Familiarity  with  iiich  objecls  deadens  both 
the   (enie  of  enjoyment,    and    the  fenfe  of 
gratitude  to  the  bountiful  Giver  of  thefe  un- 
l^ought,  but  invaluable  bleffings. 

Health  communicates  to  us  a  perception 
of  happinefs,  which  is  independent  of  any 
external  caufe.  I  cannot  defcribe  its  mode 
of  operation,  but  I  feel  its  genial  effeCis  : 
and  I  fee  it  difplayed  in  the  fportivenef^ "  of 
children,  when  at  play,  in  their  bounding 
ftep,  bright  eyes,  and  voice  of  joy.  When 
fir  ft  I  faw  your  companion  Fanny  Goodly, 

the 
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the  little  girl  whofe  cheeks  rivalled  the 
crimfon  hue  of  our  mountain  ftrawberries, 
was  dancing  on  the  green  -with  feveral  little 
children  of  her  own  age ;  it  is  true  llie  was 
drefled  in  a  tattered  gown^  but  nothing  I 
could  give  her  feemed  wanting  to  ddd  to  'her 
CBJoymenta, 

For  a  true  eftirniate  of  this  precious  jewel 
of  J^Wi^  you  muft  aik  the  tender  conva- 
lefceifricjuft  efeaped  from  tlic  confined  limits 
of  his  chamber,  and  regaining  fti'ength 
enough  to  walk  forth,  and  revifit  the  beau* 
ties  of  nature.  What  lias  feelings-  are  can. 
beft  be  conceived  from  the  admirable  de- 
fcjiption;  of  Mr.  Ghay : 

Sec  the-  wretch  that  long  has  toft, 
On  the  tliorny  bed  of  pain. 
At  length  repair  his  rigour  \q^. 
And  breathe^  aatt  walk  again. 
The  meaneft  flow<fret  of  the  va^Ie, 
The  fimpleft  note  that  fwells  the  giilc, 
The  common  fun,  the  air,  the  fkics. 
To  him  are  opening  paradifc. 

1  imke 
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I  make  no  obfervatioiis  to  you  at  pre- 
lent  upon  the  fubje6t  of  §arly  rifing,  as  I 
know  that  however  praife-worthy  your  con- 
duct was  in  that  relpe6t,  when  you  were 
at  home,  the  pra6^ice  cannot  be  continued 
in  London  without  many  interruptions.  Yon. 
will  do  well  however  to  iiecoUe6l  that  of  all 
blooms  tliat  can  grace  the  cheeks  of  tke 
fair,  no  one  is  fo  beautiful,  or  {a  lafting  ^ 
tiiat  of  nature ;  and  liberad  as  ilie  is  194]^^ 
who  folicit  her  favours,  ilie  never  long  con- 
tinues this  ^'  cekftiai  rofy  red,"  as  Milton 
calls  k  to  thofe  who  lliut  their  eyes  againft 
tlie  beams  of  the  fun,  A^h€n  he  admaniihes> 
tliem  to  rife  at  a  proper  hour. 

If  the  late  hours  you  may  be  eoTiipeiiQii 
tJo  keep  in  London^  muft,  from  the=  tyranny 
iii  faHiion,  interrupt  the  falutary  cuftom  of 
rarly  rifing,  you  may  at  kail  pay  fome 
attendoK  to  regular  rifing  in  a  nwrning: 
M  a  perfon  were  to  leave  her  bed  at  the 
fame  hour  every  morning,  it  ^^ondd  influ- 
eiLce  her  coiadju^  as  ttx  ^  timet  of  tetir- 
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ing  to  reft  at  night ;  and  ihe  would  be 
a  double  gainer  in  thofe .  important  bene- 
fits, and  bleffings  of  exiftence,  health  and 
time. 

I  wifh   now  to  propofe   a   cafe    to  you, 
which  Avill  put  your  Ikill  in  arithmetic  to 
the  trial.      Suppofe  of  two  perfons  of  ex- 
actly the  fame  age,    one  was  to  rife  punc- 
tually at  eight  every  morning  in  every  year 
from  the  as^e  of  15  to  60 — and  the  other 
not    to    quit   her    bed    before    ten    during 
the  fame   period,    and  that    they  both  re- 
tired  to  reft    at   the   fame  hour.      Quere, 
of  how  much  time  would   the  more  early 
rifer  be  the  gainer?    Would  it  not  amount 
to  a  twelfth  part  of  the  forty-five    years  ? 
And  I  defire  you  to  tell  me  in  your  next 
Letter,    the   exaQ;    amount   in    years    and 
months.     Suppofe  this  confiderable  gain  of 
time  to  be  applied  to  any  very  good  pur- 
pofc,    fuch    as    faying   her   prayers,    read- 
ing   a   religious    or    any    other    improving 
book ;    or  in  walking   and  taking  exercife, 
how  much  would  the  early  rifer  have  the 

advantage 
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advantage  both  in  regard  to  cultivation  of 
mind,  and  health  of  body,  over  her  who 
*'  falfely  luxurious"  lofes  fome  of  the  fineft 
hours  of  the  day  upon  "  her  couch  of  floth. 


LETTER 


LETTER  Vlir. 


From  the  fame  to  the  fame* 


THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 

1  ou  will  I  think  ealily  underftand  me, 
when  I  remark,  that  there  is  a  diftinction, 
and  that  a  confidcrable  one  between  drefs 
and  clothing.  As  the  prefent  faihion  of  the 
Englifh  ladies  is  evidently  deligned  to  fet  off 
their  perfons  to  advantage,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  determine  for  which  of  the  two  they  con- 
fult.  The  fafhion  is  borrowed  from  the  Ele- 
gantes of  Paris ;  and  they  have  adopted  it 
from  the  ancient  Greek  models.  But  ought 
no  allowance  to  be  made  for  the  difference 
in  point  of  climate  between  England  and 
Greece  ;  and  the  different  materials  of  which 
the  Grecian  dreffes  were  compofed  ?  I  doubt 
whether  Afpafia,  who  I  affure  you,  was  a 

very 
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rery  failiionable  lady  in  the  moil  refined  age 
of  Greece,  wore  mullm  drefles. 

In  a  beautiful  paftoral  of  a  Greek  poel; 
the  fpring  is  defcribed  as  the  fineft  feafon 
of  the  year:  but  this,  as^ve  know  by  unplea- 
fant  experience,  is  not  the  cafe  with  our 
fprings,  during  which  our  lightly  drelfed  fair 
are  often  aflailed  by  driving  ftorms  of  haU 
and  fnow,  and  expofed  to  the  northern  or 
ieaftern  gales,  ti'emble  with  piercing  cold. 

Although  we  may  be  ridiculed  by  foreiga*- 
ers  for  making  the  weather  a  ftanding  topic 
of  our  converfation,  they  cannot  contintie 
long  in  England  without  being  convinced 
by  their  feelings,  that  tho  fubje6i  is  naturally 
fuggelled  by  our  own.  Seldom,  even  in  a 
courfe  of  feveral  years,  are  tw^o  feafons  pre- 
cifely  alike,  and  it  fometimes  happens,  that 
we  breathe  in  a  manner  in  two  different  cli- 
mates in  the  fpace  of  four-and-twenty  houra. 
What  great  care  ought  therefore  to  be  taken 
by  the  tender  and  the  delicate  to  guard 
againft  the  ill  effefts  of  fuch  mutability  of 
Mcather. 

Much 
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Much  as  the  girls  of  the  prefent  times 
may  be  tempted  to  indulge  a  laugh,   when 
they  fee  in  old  piftures  their  great  grandmo- 
ther almoft  buried  in  high  ruffs,  and  fortified, 
rather  than  dreffed  in  whale-bone  ftays,   and 
ftift"  brocades  ;  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
thefe  ftately  and  venerable  dames  had  greatly 
the  advantage  in  point,  of  health,  over  thp 
fklliionables  of  the  prefent  times.     They  kept 
earlier  Hours  of  riling  and  retiring  to  reft, 
were  more  regular  as  to  the  time  of  their 
tneals,  which  conlifted  of  plainer  diet;  their 
drefs  was   better  adapted  to  our  cold  and 
uncertain    climate,  and  they  lived  in  more 
airy  and  fpacious  apartments.     They  neither 
fuffered   themfelv6s  to  be  half  diffolved   at 
crowded  routs,  nor  did  they  fit  over  blazing 
coal-fires    in  inflammable  mullins,  with  the 
hazard  of  being  burnt  to  death.     I  never 
heard    that    queen   Befs,    or   her  maids  of 
honour  were  troubled  with  the  vapours,  the 
palfy,  the  fcrophula,    arid  the  hoft  of  ner- 
vous diforders  of  which  the  delicate  females 
of  the  prefent  age  complain.     Thefe  feeiw 

tQ 
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to  have  fprung  up  in  our  tea-diinking, 
fauce-eating,  and  late  dining  age ;  and  fo  I 
think  has  that  inolt  fatal  of  all  the  deftroyers 
of  youth  and  beauty,  the  pulmonary  eon- 
fumption.  Our  anceftors  were  like  the 
hardy  oaks  that  grew  around  their  caftles, 
and  ftood  firm  againft  the  wintry  blafts  ;  but 
too  many  of  their  defendants  referable  the 
tender  poplars  that  lliake  at  every  paffing 
breeze.  We  are  now  too  delicate  for  thet 
climate  in  which  we  live, 

^*  Like  fidwers  tranfplahted  to  a  coldtfr  fky,'* 

and  invalids  of  both  fexes  are  every  day 
paying  the  deareft  price  for  the  luxuries 
which  their  parents  have  enjoyed,  or  in 
which  they  indulge  themfelves.  Their  con- 
ftitutions  do  not  fuit  the  places  which  it  is 
their  lot  to  inhabit,  and  they  may  be  faid 
rather  to  breathe,  than  to  be  well,  if  health 
confilts,  as  it  aiiuredly  does,  ia  the  lively 
and  perfe6l  enjoyment  of  exiftetice. 

How  far  nervous  complaints  are  imagi^ 
nary,   or  have  their  origin  in  tlie  conftitu- 

VOL.  I.  V  tion, 
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tiott,  we  muft  lea^e  the  pliyllcians  to  deter- 
mine. They  certainly  derive  great  ftrength 
frOitt  indolence  and  indulgence,  etitd  may  be 
leflened,  if  not  eradicated  by  exertion  and 
exercife.  What  is  the  reafon  that  the  loTfer 
Orders  of  the  coitimunity  feldom  complain 
of  them,  and  that  they  are  GOnfifted  td  thofe 
who  breathe  in  carpeted  and  hot  roottt^,  aind 
are  moved  about  in  clofe  carnages  ?  Why  is 
a  lady  ready  to  faint,  and  thrown  into  a  vio- 
lent nervous  agitation,  at  the  barking  of  a 
dog,  or  a  loud  rap  at  the  door  j  when  her 

'  fervants  are  perfe6lly  unmoved  by  fuch  in- 
cidents? Surely  becaufe  fervants  are  more 
accullonied  to  the  open  air,  ar6  fully  em- 
ployed,   and    have  no    time   to   ehcdurage 

'  uei'vous  difordcrs.  To  thofe  who  are  af- 
ftiftBd  iiith  themj  occupation  will  fupply 
oh^  of  the  beft  means  of  cure,  conftant  ex- 
tercife  Is  an  excellent  alterative,  and  al- 
th6ugh  too  many  dofes  of  fedcntary  em- 
ployment are  not  to  be  recommended,  it  is 
aftonilhing  how  perfectly  Mrs.  R —  got  rid 
of  this  malady,  when  flie  employed  berfelf 

two 
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two  or  thi'ee  hours  a  day  in  making  dreflbs 
for  poor  children. 

And  now  left  you  fhould  think  me  deter- 
mined to  affume  tiic  office  of  a  Galen>  or 
an  Hippocrates,  and  was  with  all  due  gra- 
vity going  to  prefcribe  for  you,  1  fliall  con- 
clude this  letter  with  making  a  few  obfer- 
fervations,  which  I  hope  you  will  carefully 
retain,  and  conftantly  a6i  upon. 

If  falliioni  fays  what  reafon  contradifts, 
you  muft  obey  reafon,  or  take  the  confe- 
quence.  It  will  be  a  poor  confolation  t,Q 
reiieO:,  that  you  hav^  followed  the  failiion, 
when  you  have  caught  a  cold,  which  aUnoft 
reduces  you  to  a  Ikeleton,  and  the  doQor 
as  a  laft  refource  configns  you  to  Briftol,  or 
Liibon.  Remember  health  is  the  daughter 
of  exercife  and  temperance,  and  the  parent 
of  good  fpirits  ;  fo  that  no  felf-denial  or  re- 
ftraint  can  be  too  great  to  fecure  her  com- 
pany. If  you  facrifice  your  health  to  the 
graces,  it  may  be  the  laft  facrifice  you  will 
make  to  them, — except  your  life.  If  exer- 
cife produces  fatigue,  you  fruftrate  the  end 
u  2  of 
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of  taking  it — ^to  explain  my  meaning  more 
fully,  it  is  better  to  take  two  Ihort  walks, 
or  rides,  than  one  long  one.  In  your  drefs 
confult  the  ftate  of  your  own  health,  the  wea- 
ther and  the  feafon,  or  you  will  foon  be 
obliged  to  confult  the  phyfician ;  and  be 
alTured,  that  the  indolence  and  indulgence  of 
youth  will  be  punilhed  by  the  maladies  of 
age. 

That  you  may  purfue  every  plan  condu^ 
cive  to  the  prefervation  of  your  health  with 
fa  much  perfeverance,  as  to  live  as  long  and 
continue  as  blooming,  as  the  celebrated 
Ninon  d  TEnclos,  who  preferved  her  health, 
beauty,  and  vivacity  to  a  very  advanced 
period  of  life,  is  my  fmcere  wiih. 


LETTER 


LETTER  IX, 


From  the  fame  to  the  fame. 


ON    CONTENTMENT. 

X  ou  aik  me,  my  Emily,  with  a  degree  of 
anxiety  fuited  to  the  importance  and  the  fe- 
rioufneis  of  liich  a  queftion — Where  is  Hap- 
piness to  be  found?  On  what  favoured  and 
delightful  fpot  of  the  earth  does  flie  fix 
her  abode  ?  Does  Ihe  refide  with  the  reclufe 
in  his  fecret  retirement  ?  Converfe  with  him, 
and  you  will  find  that  he  is  frequently  a 
prey  to  Ennui  and  melancholy.  Is  ihe  to  be 
fought  for  in  faihionable  crowds  ?  There  the 
mind  has  no  folid  entertainment;  all  is  bultle, 
lliow,  and  found.  Does  the  rich  man  claim 
her  as  his  own  ?  Claim  her  he  may,  but  the 

anxiety, 


294  ON    CONTENTMENT. 

anxiety  which  attends  the  polTeffion  of  wealth 
fufticiently  Ihows  the  vanity  of  his  pretea- 
fionfi. 

That  the  poor  ntan  complains  of  her  ah- 
fence  with  fufficient  reafon,  is  evident  from 
his  ragged  attire,  and  fcanty  fare.  Is  llie  to 
be  difcovered  in  the  glow  of  friendfliip,  or 
the  tendernefs  of  love  ?  There  one  would 
think  the  fweet  ftranger  might  be  found,  if 
ihe  was  deftined  by  Providence  to  vifit  thefe 
lower  regions  ;  but  who  is  not  fenfible  to 
what  fenfatiotts  of  anxiety,  and  anticipation 
•of  evil,  the  hearts  even  of  the  friend  and  of 
the  lover  are  expofed. 

After  all  our  enquiries,  we  muft  then  ac- 
knowledge, that  Happineafs  is  the  daughter 
-of  tiie  Skies,  and  is  not  deftined,  for  wife 
reafons,  to  fix  her  abode  on  Earth.  Felicity 
is  a  blefiing,  which  can  only  be  the  portion 
of  being.?,  whoie  minds  me  not  agiteted  by 
ihofe  retirlefs  hopes  and  fears  which  ai'ife  in 
the  human  breaft.  But  there  is  one  fub- 
ftantial  comfort,  which  it  is  in  our  power  to 
obtain,  provided  we  quit  the  fruitlefs  purfuit 

of 
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of  Happinefs,  mid  endeavour  to  fecure  tbc 
good  ^vitbin  our  pow<?r,  and  that  good  is 
Contentment. 

If,  as  I  travel  along  the  road,  I  obferve 
an  indolent  gipfey  covered  ^vitb  tatters,  and 
incrufted  with  dirt,  AnToundecJ  by  children 
as  fqualid  as  berfeif,  ivbo  have  been  taught 
to  crave  a  pittance  from  each  paffing  tra- 
veller, I  abufe  the  term  if  I  call  her  coo- 
tented.  This  is,  properly  fpcaking,  an  in- 
ftance  of  culpable  ijoth,  or  habitual  iudiffer- 
ence.  Contentment,  to  be  meritorious,  muft 
be  allied  to  Virtue;  and  Virtue  always  implies 
laudable  exertions.  If  I  fee  an  induftrious 
cottager  repofmg  at  his  door,  and  dividing 
his  brown  bread  with  bis  >vile  and  healthy 
children,  and  in  whofe  houfe  there  is  every 
appearance  of  neatnefs ;  here  I  behold  the 
virtue  of  Contentment  illuftrated  to  my 
Iktisfaction :  it  is  a  picture  ^\  orthy  of  the 
contemplation  of  a  philofopber,  aad  even 
of  a  monarch. 

One  great  argument  in  favour  of  Content- 
ment arifes  from  Comp<tri(bn.  It  is  very  true, 
you  may  not  have  the  fplendid  carriage  and 

numerous 
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numerous  attendants  of  a  duchefs ;  but,  on  tho 
other  hand,  you  are  not  fo  deltitute  of  the 
common  comforts  of  life,  as  the  multitudes 
by  whom  you  are  furrounded. 

If  I  move  in  a  humble  fphere,  I  think  I 
have  no  better  reafon  to  murmur  at  my  lot, 
than  a  perfon  of  high  rank  has  to  be  proud. 
The  gradations  of  rank  were  not  eftabliihed 
in  fociety  for  the  particular  accommodation 
or  detriment  of  any  individual,  but  for  the 
general  benefit  of  all.  If  you  fuppofe  that 
perfons,  even  of  the  highelt  dignity,  have  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  repofe  upon  the  down  of 
indolence,  and  pluck  the  flowers  of  pleafure 
and  luxury,  nothing  can  be  farther  from  the 
truth  :  they  have  as  many  duties  to  fulfil 
as  others,  and  they  are  vefted  with  an  aw* 
ful  refponfibility,  in  proportion  to  the  talents 
committed  to  their  care. 

Ambition  is  a  moft  reftlefs  paffion:  we  muft 
check  its  impulfes,  or  we  fhall  never  enjoy 
tranquillity — the  moft  defirable  inmate  of  the 
human  breaft.  Suppofe  you  were  to  follow 
the  di6iates  of  ambition,  you  would  be  like 
the  traveller  who  thinks  that  by  afcending 

one 
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one  of  our  mountains  he  ihall  command  a 
boundlefs  proipe6t :  he  begins  to  climb  Skid- 
daw,  or  Helvellyn ;  after  advancing  a  fliort 
diftance,  he  fancies  he  fees  the  top  of  the 
mountain — he  climbs  higher,  and  finds  he 
has  ftill  far  to  go— he  continues  his  afpiring 
fteps  till  faint  and  almoft  breathlefs  he 
reaches  the  fummit.  When  he  has  gained 
this  defired  point,  other  mountains  as  high, 
if  not  higher,  meet  his  view ;  and  he  finds 
his  exertion  as  been  all  vanity  and  vexation 
of  fpirit. 

To  promote  Contentment,  confider  your 
own  merits  or  demerits.  If  you  have  not 
as  many  of  the  good  things  of  this  world  as 
you  delire,  have  you  not  as  many,  or  even 
more,  than  you  deferve  ?  Are  you  as  good 
a  member  of  fociety  as  the  mother  of  a  fa- 
mily, who  is  diligent  in  her  occupations,  in- 
•ftru^s  her  children  in  their  various  duties, 
and  yet  has  only  the  very  fcantieft  means  of 
fubfiftence  ?  In  any  common  excurfion  of  bu- 
linefs  or  pleafure,  a  peep  into  many  a  cottage 
will  teach  this  leflbu  of  contentment. 

Cicero^ 
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.  cCicero,  the  great  Roman  orator,  wifliing 
to  check  the  afpiring  pretenfions  of  Marc 
Antony,  recommends  him  to  confider  not  io 
much  tlie  compaii}^  he  kept,  as  the  family 
iVpnci  ^vhich  he  fprmig.  Compare  your  for- 
mer with  your  prefent  ft  ate  of  life,  the  fupe- 
ripr  fiije  of  elegance  or  of  comfort  in  which 
you  BOW  live,  to  that  in  which  your  parents, 
or  at  leaft  fome  of  your  relation's,  have  lived, 
and  you  will  be  fenfihle  of  fo  great  a  diHer- 
ence  in  your  own  favour,  that  you  will  have 
no  reafonable  grounds  to  he  diflatisfied  with 
your  lot. 

And  if  any  one  be  unlmppily  the  victim  of 
misfortune,  affliction,  or  pain,  produced  by 
his  own  folly,  impnidence,  or  vice,  he  has 
•no  juft  caufe  of  complaint.  SJiould  he  la- 
bour under  unmerited  evils,  he  ouglit  to  bow 
with  humble  refignation;  and  be  affured, 
tliat,  by  making  a  religious  ufe  of  jiis  fuilbr- 
ings,  "  his  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  mo- 
ment, will,  through  the  merits  of  his  Re- 
deemer, work  for  liim  a  far  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  It  is  an  al- 
lowed 
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lowed  principle,  that  phyfical  evil  produces 
moral  good  ;  and  that  misfortunes  are  fome- 
tiuies  blefTmgs  in  difguile. 

Never  forget  that  we  are  appointed  to 
the  ftation  we  fill  in  this  life  by  the  wife 
Dif|)ofer  of  all  things,  who  knows  what  i£ 
fuited  to  our  -capacities  and  talents  much 
better  than  we  do  ourfelves;  and  we  are 
not  certain  but  he  may  be  merciful  in  what 
he  denies  to  our  petitions,  as  well  as  in  what 
he  grants ;  for  we  are  not  competent  to  judge 
of  the  final  refult  of  events,  or  what  is  beft 
for  us  upon  the  xvhole;  and  certain  it  is  that 
the  afpii'ing  and  ambitious  liave  often  met 
with  mifery  and  diftrefs  in  the  accomplifh- 
ment  even  of  their  darling  wiflies.  It  is  na- 
tural for  the  poor  man  to  defire  riches ;  but 
is  he  fure  that  he  is  qualified  for  a  change  to 
a  condition  of  affluence  ?  Alas !  he  knows 
not  his  own  temper,  he  knows  not  the  deceit 
of  his  own  heart;  and  Ihould  he  be  richei*, 
is  he  certain  he  fliall  be  a  better  man  ?  He  is 
ignorant  of  the  vexations  and  anxieties  of 
tbc  wealthy;    he   confiders  not  the  ftrong, 

and 
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and  even  the  dangerous  attachment  whick 
5«en  often  form  to  riches,  and  their  relu6t~ 
ance  to  quit  them  at  the  hour  of  death  :  he 
judges  by  outward  appearances,  which  are 
ahvays  fallacious ;  he  fees  indeed  the  nume- 
Tons  retinue,  the  fplcndid  carriage,  the  ftately 
manfion,  and  the  coftly  furniture,  but  he 
cannot  difcern  the  fecret  vexation  that  often 
preys  upon  the  lieart  of  the  poflelTor,  and 
like  the  canker  eats  the  flower  of  his  joys. 

Such  is  the  genuine  language  of  Reafon 
«nd  Experience  :  but  to  murmur  at  our 
ftation  in  life,  is  no  Icfs  irreligious  than  it  rs 
imprudent ;  we  thus  become  our  own  tor- 
mentors, and  deprive  ourfelves  of  the  enjoy- 
ments which  are  really  in  our  power.  If  we 
cannot  be  ricli,  it  is  not  neceflary  that  wc 
fhould  be  wretched;  if  we  cannot  be  adorned 
with  titles,  are  we  not  free  from  the  envy 
which  is  often  the  attendant  on  fuch  dif- 
tinctions? 

If  you  agree  with  me,  my  Emily,  in  the 

juftnefs  of  thefe  obfervations,  agree  with  me 

likewife  in  being  gratified  with  the  common 

-«  9  bleihngs 
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bleffings   which  Nature  beftpws  indifcrimi- . 
nately  upon  all  lier  children,  and  adopt  the 
beautiful  fentiment  of  Contentment  and  Inde- 
pendence thus  exprelTed  by  our  favourite  poet 
Thomfon  in  the  Caftle  of  Indolence : 

I  care  not.  Fortune,  what  you  me  deny, 
You  cannot  rob  me  of  free  Nature's  grace ; 
You  cannot  flmt  the  windows  of  the  fky, 
Thro'  which  Aurora  fiiows  her  beauteous  face. 
You  cannot  bar  my  conftant  feet  to  trace 
The  woods  and  lawns  by  living  ftrcam  at  eve: 
Xet  health  my  nerves  and  finer  fibres  brace. 
And  I  their  toys  to  the  great  children  leave; 
Of  fancy,  reafon,  virtue,  nought  can  me  bereave.  ^^ 

A  party  of  friends  were  going  on  a  tour, 
and  they  determined  to  make  every  incident 
of  their  journey  a  fubject  of  pleafantryv 
They  met  \\ith  bad  inns,  faucy  waiters, 
rough  roads,  and  indifferent  weather;  but 
what  was  all  this  to  the  fons  of  cheer fulnefs, 
who  were  determined  to  confine  their  views 
to  the  bright  fide  of  things?  Vivacity  gave 
its  colours  to  every  object,  and  like  the 
touch  of  Midas,  which  is  faid  to  have  turned 

every 
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every  thing  into  gold,  converted  every  inci- 
dent into  merriment:  they  beguiled  the  even- 
ing with  a  fong,  and  with  the  anticipation 
of  the  pleafmg  Icenes  the  morrow  might 
produce,  to  compeniute  the  dulneis  of  to- 
day :  mirth  and  good  humour  fparkled  in 
their  convcrfation,  hilarity  quickened  their 
fteps,  and  hope  brightened  their  profpe^  : 
wherever  their  road  lay,  down  the  valley,  or 
up  the  mountain ;  whether  the  fun  fcorched, 
or  the  rain  beat  upon  them,  they  "  ftrewed 
the  way  over  with  flowers." 

In  your  journey  of  life,  try  fuch  an  expe- 
riment as  this;  but  fail  not  to  remember, 
that  its  fuccefs  will  much  depend  upon  the 
road  you  choofe,  and  the  fele^tion  you  make 
<»f  your  companions. 


LET- 


LETTER  X. 


From  the  fame  to  the  fame. 


Oy  THE  DECEPTION  OF  APPEARANCES, 

J  HAT  it  is  very  ralli,  and  may  be  dangei-onSy^ 
to  tnift  to  appearances,  is  a  truth  1  wifli  to 
iniprers  deeply  upon  your  mind,  as  a  proper 
attention  to  it  may  b(i  of  the  greate^  fervice 
to  you  in  the  courfe  of  your  life,  and  may 
fave  you  from  no  flight  uneafniefs  and  em- 
bar  raifment.  Had  I  been  doubtful  of  the 
foundnefs  of  this  maxim,  I  lliould  have  had 
the  fuUeft  confirmation  of  it  from  my  ol>fer- 
vations  on  a  company,  in  whicli  1  was  lately 
prefent.  The  party  confifted  of  Mrs.  Volu- 
ble, Mils  Vainiove,  Mils  llofc,  Major  Ratler, 
(Japtain  Manly,  IVIr.  Sycophant,  the  Reve- 
rend i\ir.   Good,   and  myielf.     The  Major 

favoured 


304      THE  BECEPTION  OF  APPEARANCfeJT* 


favoured  us  with  a  long  detail  of  his  cam-* 
paigns,  the  battles  he  had  fought,  and  the 
various  countries  he  had  vilitcd;  with  no 
very  diftant  hint,  that  all  his  eminent  fervices 
had  been  very  ill  requited  by  Government. 
Captain  Manly  talked  little,  and  feemed  oc- 
cafionally  to  difcover,  more  by  his  looks  than 
his  words,  confiderable  furprife  at  the  bold 
allertions  of  the  Major.  Mrs.  Voluble  talked 
loudly  of  the  ladies  of  quality  of  her  acquaint- 
ance :  ihe  afliired  us  llie  had  paflTed  feveral 
weeks  with  a  baronet's  lady,  had  juft  left  her 
card  with  a  marchionefs,  and  was  promifed 
a  feat  in  a  duchefs's  box  at  tlie  opera.  This 
lady,  although  exhibiting  the  countenance 
and  figure  of  more  than  forty  years  of  age, 
was  dreffed  like  a  ftyliih  girl  of  eighteen: 
Ihe  was  adorned,  or  rather  ftriped,  with 
necklaces,  bracelets,  and  armlets,  and  llie 
took  infinite  pains  to  difplay  the  numerous 
rings  that  hooped  her  fingers,  for  flie  was 
continually  flouriihing  her  hands,  and  raifing 
them  to  her  head.  Mifs  Vainlove  endea- 
T^ourcd  to  dazzle  us  with  the  fplendour  of 

her 
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her  drefs,  which  was  of  tlie  neweft  fafluon, 
Slie  tallied  of  carriages  of  various  kinds,  and 
the  comparative  convenience  of  curricles, 
laundaulets,  and  barouclies,  but  tlie  more 
llie  faid,  the  more  Ihe  expofed  her  vanity  and 
atie6lation.  Mifs  Rofe,  another  young  lady 
of  a  very  diffident  appearance,  was  drefled 
very  plainly,  and  had  a  fenfibility  in  her 
countenance  and  a  foftnefs  in  her  manners 
that  w  ere  very  engaging ;  llie  faid  httle,  but 
it  was  evident  from  her  expreffive  looks  llie 
thought  much  of  the  converfation  incredible, 
and  all  of  it  extraordinary.  Mr.  Sycophant 
was  upon  the  aleit,  whenever  he  found  an 
opportunity  to  make  an  obfervation :  all  his 
fpeeches  w'cre  complimentary,  and  adapted 
to  each  perfon  w-ith  confiderable  addrels. 
He  compared  Major  Ratler  to  John  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  to  Charles  the  twelfth  of 
Sweden.  He  aflured  Mrs.  Voluble  ilie  looked 
more  charmingly  every  day :  he  told  Mifs 
Vainlove  ilie  had  the  moft  refined  tafte  in  drefs 
of  any  lady  in  town ;  and  he  whifpered  acrofs 
VQL,  I.  X  the 
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the  table  to  Mr.  G6d3,  ttat  his  laft  charity 
fermaii  would  have  done  honour  to  a  bilhop.   ' 

This  clergyman  had  na  chance  of  gailiing^ 
his  ihare  of  the  converfation  among  fo  many 
inceflfant  tattlers,  fo  he  fat  quietly  fipping 
his  coffee,  and  had  no  other  ambition  to 
diitinguifh  himfelf,  than  occftfionally  to  catch' 
the  attention  of  the  humblelt  of  the  dramatis 
perfonae  in  this  motley  group,  viz.  ^lif^ 
llofe  and  myfelf. 

Now  fuppofmg  I  had  endeavoured  to 
fofm  an  intimacy  Avith  any  of  the  more  pro- 
minent and  dalhing  part  of  this  company, 
iii=  confequence  of  my  conceiving  a  high 
idea  of  their  importance,  and  had  formed  a 
ftrong  prepoflelTion  in  favour  of  their  fupe- 
rior  merit  from  their  difplay  of  themfelyes 
in  the  manner  I  have  defcribed,  what  a 
grofs  miftake  fhould  I  have  made,  and  into 
What  an  embarralTment  I  might  have  been 
led!  and  what  injuftice  I  might  have  done 
to  the  truly  worthy  and  amiable  perfons  in 
the  company,  if  I  had  conceived  a  mean 
opinion  of  them,  becaufc  they  did  not  force 

them- 


THE  DECEPTION  01^  APP:i&ARANCES.      30'?' 

themlelves  upon  my  notice  by  a  %lim  ap- 
pearance, and  iricelTant  tattling. 

For  now,  my  dear' Emily',  I  am  going  to 
prcfent  to  you  thefe  perfonages  diVefted  ot 
tliG  ornaments'  in  which  they  difguifed  them- 
felves,  and  a}yp'earing  in  tlieir  real'  charad- 
tei*s.  Major  Katler  had'  not  feen  half  tlie 
ferVice  of  whicli  Ke  boafted  ;  and  fo  far  from 
^laViVig  any  jiiit  grounds  to'  coinplain  of  go- 
v6niment,  he  liad  been  difniifled  the  fervice 
for  maldng  too  free  with  the  money  or  his 
i^egi'ment.  The  filciit  and  lecfate  Captain 
Manly  was'  ah  oftider  of  great  mferit,  who  had 
experienced  many  "  A  hair*  breadth  'fcape 
in  the  imminent  deadly  breaA."  But  lilce 
a  truly  brave  man,  content  witii  the  confc'i- 
oufnrfs  of  having  done  his  diity,  he  left  His* 
praife  to  the  voices  of  others.  Mrs.  Vo- 
luble, the  failiionalile  Mrs.  Voluble^  will 
ybii  bdfcve  it7  formerly  kept  a  Milliner*s 
llibp  in  Bbhd-ftreet,  and  on  rSiring  from 
bufinefs  with' a  competent  fortune,  was  found 
fo  ufeful  to  many  ladies  of  fafiiion,  tliat  in ' 
return  for  the  honour  of  their  invitations, 
,      X  2  flie 
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fhe  gave  them  tafte  in  caps,  bonnets,  rib- 
bons, and  drelTes ;  and  this  will  account  for 
her  boafted  intimacy  with  the  nobility.  As 
for  Mifs  Vainlove,  her  father  had  been  a 
coach-maker  in  Long-acre,  and  this  will 
give  you  a  clue  to  her  accurate  knowledge 
of  carriages.  Mifs  Rofe  was  a  well-edu- 
cated girl  of  great  merit,  who  (truck  me 
leaft  at  firft  fight,  but  w^as  raifed  tlie  higher 
in  my  efteem,  the  more  frequently  I  con- 
verfed  witli  her.  Mr.  Sycophant's  character 
correfponded  exactly  with  his  name  ;  he  had 
formed  fo  degrading  an  opinion  of  mankind, 
as  to  think  they  could  all  be  made  the 
dupes  of  the  grofleft  flattery,  and  the  fuccefs 
he  often  met  with  in  the  application  of  this 
principle,  gave  him  fufficient  encouragement 
to  perfevere  in  his  artful  praftice.  To  corn- 
el ude  my  explanation  of  thefe  characters, 
the  clergyman  was  a  perfon  of  modeft  merit 
and  learning,  but  his  gentle  voice  was  fel- 
dom  hcai'd,  or  rather  was  drowned  in  the 
general  torrent  of  converfation. 

I  flatter 
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I  fiatter  myfelf  that  if  L^vater,  the  great 
adept  hi  phyfiognomy,  had  been  with  me,  he 
would  have  applauded  my  mode  of  difcrimi- 
nating  characters.  I  make  this  conclufion  from 
the  following  excellent  remark.  "  Wherever 
I  meet  the  fmile  of  felf-fuiliciency,  or  the  ob- 
lique look  of  envy,  I  turn  away,  and  feek 
him  who  remains  opprefil^d  by  the  loud 
Toice  of  confidence.  I  placed  my felf  rather 
by  the  fide  of  the  anfwerer,  than  the  man 
of  clamorous  loquacity,  and  ftil!  iboner  by 
the  fide  of  the  kumbk  inpdrer,  than  the  vo- 
luble folver  of  all  difficulties.'* 

Such  a  fcene  as  I  have  defcribed  is  not 
fingulan  Believe  me,  my  Emily^  yo«  will 
often  be  prefent  at  a  fimilar  difplay  of 
Arongly  marked,  and  as  ftrongly  contrafted 
diaracters.  Paufe,  and  examine  them  as 
I  did,  or  you  may  be  led  into  error.  If  you 
fuffer  yomielf  to  be  dazzled  by  appearance, 
arid  mifled  by  pkufibility,  you  may  too  late 
lament  your  folly  and  creduh'ty.  You  will 
form  attachments  to  thofe  whom  you  ought 
to  avoid,  and  you  will  encourage  prejudices 

agiiinft 


^g^nft.  tjiol^  ..^^tyC)  afe  jp  a) J  refpeS^  .worthy 
qI  y_9ur  tftee^i..  VVJien  you  go  inf;p  fOffJ- 
pgpy^  look  b^eypjid  the  txief e  ornaiiieqts  of 
tlie  perfon,  in  which  the  belles  and  beaux 
3Xp  (|^p9raied,  ^nd  learcf>  for  thofe  of  the 
mj^  Ajjn^  Xhp  .oyerbe^^rij:^g  al]rcrJ;ion^,  and 
Icjud  Ifi-ugli^  of  felf-fufficieut  afrogqtnce,  be 
attentivp  to  j;he  gentle  vqipp  and  dpwncalt 
looks  qf  u^aiTuming  merit.  An  amiabje 
tipmper,  good  fenic,  genuine  modefty,  and 
unaftepj:ed  delicacy,  true  politenefs,  iifeful 
attf^imnpnt^,  elegant  accbmpliflrments,  and 
virtuous  difpofitions,  t^re  th^  brighteft  jewels 
th^t  can  engage  your  pbfervation.  Thefe  are 
not  opQn  to  the  gaze-of  eyery  tfanfienf  fpec- 
ti^tpr,  but  i^iiay  tjQ  dijcoypred  by  the  pareiul 
o]pfer^9P  If  you  qnpe  acquire  a  true  reliili 
fqi:  thei^,  yqu  >yiU  fqqn  abate  your  eager- 
n^fs  tp.  beholc|,.  and  foon  cprre6t  your  difj)o- 
fition  to  admire  the  glittering  forms  of  faihion, 
equfipage,  drefs,  aqd  pomp,  and  you  will . 
feaj'ch  fpjT  the  treafures  that  lie  concealed  in 
the,  head  apd  the  hearty  ^^^^  are  intrinficdly 
bfight  and  valuable,  w  hich  power,  opulence, 

and 
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and  raijk  can  npijther  give  nor  take  awg,y,  and 
which  will  be  in  failiion,  not  for  a  fleeting 
month  or  two,  but  in  every  ftate  and  every 
change  of  fociety. 

Would  it  not  be  thought  a  reflection 
upon  our  underftandings,  if  w^  judged 
in  the  fame  manner  of  the  excellence  of 
fome  of  the  inferior  clalfes  of  the  animal 
creation  from  their  external  appearances,  as 
we  fometimes  do  with  I'efpeiSl  to  mankind? 
How  gaudy  are  the  peacock  and  the  butter- 
fly, how  beautiful  are  the  ravenous  leopard, 
and  the  poifbnous  fnake !  In  what  plain  at- 
tire has  nature  drefll^d  the  induftrious  bee, 
the  ant,  the  fliieep,  the  cow,  and  the  horfe. 
You  mufl:  be  prepared  to  take  notice  that  tlie 
man  of  the  greateft  merit  in  company  may 
not  be  a  flnillied  beau,  or  decorated  with  a 
gaudy  military  uniform,  poflibly  he  may  be 
drefled  in  the"  moft  unoftentatious  manner; 
and  perhaps  the  lady  whofe  acquaintance, 
and  even  intimacy,  would  prove  a  great  ad- 
dition to  your  comfort,  may  be  a  month  or 
two  behind   hand  hi   point  of  fafliion,  and 

may 
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may  neither  keep   a  carriage,    nor  a  foot* 
man^ 

For  'tis  the  mind  that  makes  the  body  rieh, 
An.d  as  the  fun  breaks  through  the  darkefl  clouds, 
So  honour  pccrcth  in  the  moancft  habit. 
What  !   is  the  jay  more  precious  than  the  lark, 
Becaufe  his  feathers  are  more  beautiful  ? 
Or  is  the  adder  better  than  the  eel, 
Becaufe  his  painted  fkin  contents  the  eye  ? 
O  no  good  Kate,  neither  art  thou  the  worfe, 
For  this  poor  furniture,  and  mean  array  *. 

The  rules  of  good  manners  doubtlefs  re- 
quire us  to  be  polite  and  affable  to  all  to 
whom  we  are  introduced,  but  before  M^e  pro- 
ceed to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  we  muft 
recolle^l,  that  we  ought  not  to  pay  that 
homage  to  drefs  and  ornament,  which  is 
due  tq  virtue  and  merit.  We  muft  imitate 
the  real  connoiifeur  in  pictures  :  he  fets  little 
value  upon  the  gilded  frame,  or  the  high 
varnill),but  he  accurately  examines  the  whole 
fubjefl:  of  the  pi6lure,  and  if  he  finds  in  it 
intriniic  excellence,  if  he  traces  the  pencil  of 

*  Shakefpeare's  Taming  of  the  Shrew. 
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a  Raphael,  a  Titian,  or  a  Guido,  he  fets  the 
higheft  value  upon  it,  and  experiences:  in- 
creafmg  pleafuie,  the  more  frequently  he 
furveys  it. 

Upon  this  fubje6b  of  judging  by  appear- 
ances, Shakefpeare  can  give  you  another  ad- 
mirable leiibn  from  the  Merchant  of  Venioe. 
The  vain  prince  of  IMorocco  flatters  himfelf 
he  fliall  obtain  the  beautiful  Portia  in  mar- 
riage by  choofing  the  golden  calket.  His 
decifion  proves  the  folly  of  trufting  to  out- 
ward llxow.  Far  differently  does  Baflanio, 
the  true  lover,  reafon  and  determine. 

The  world  is  ftill  deceived  by  ornament, 
There  is  no  vice  fo  fimple,  but  aflumcs 
Some  mark  of  virtue  in  his  outward  parts; 

He  therefore  prefers  the  leaden  cafket,  and 
to  his  great  delight  finds  in  it  the  portrait  of 
his  beloved  Portia,  and  the  fair  original  be- 
comes the  reward  of  his  difcemment 

As  you  are  beginning  to  difcriminate  cha- 
ra8:ers,  you  are  gradually  making  a  progrefs 
in  the  moft  iifeful  of  all  ftudies,  the  know- 
ledge 
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kdgcofthe^efirU';  hut  ■yQ.ur  pro^eieticy  in 
i:efjd|r»g  r>?a.ukii)d,jwiil,  I  truft,  te  jBonftaiitiy 
^tended  by  tjje  ^%^c\k  of  ejEjjidowr  and  ge- 
nerofity ;  for  if  you  are  acute  enough  io  find 
Qm  th^  pi:^d.oininant  or  the  cQUcealeid  paf- 
iions,  weakaoSjes,  and  foihlea  of  others,  you 
Qugl^  pejUJj5r  :to  toid  tiien^  iup  to  ridieiUe, 
ntff  endeayour  !«  be.nd  theria  to  your  own 
ktterefted  purpofeg.  The  pritwe  advantage 
<rf  this  l\RQ>viedg/e  ^yiil  he  lecured,  if  you 
l^^rii  to  be  9pon  }  ojiir  guard  agiii^it  foch  as 
ypl^  cJirpQver  Xq  bo  artful  ^i>d  ipfidiqus ;  to  de- 
ipife  the  in^^^wmA  tbie  unpriuGipled,  toeiteeia 
the  meritorious,  and  to  admit  to  your  confi- 
dence and  friendfiup  none  but  thofc  \\hofe 
characters  and  conduct  will  Hand  ti\e  tcft  of 
itricb  inquiiy. 

Ilefore  I  cpnclu^ie  thcfc  phlery^tions,  let 
j^er.eminc}  you  9f  tj^p  diftipguiihcd  %i|re 
ji>ade  by  M\\  SiicoDlumt  in  thp  party  I  de- 
fer! bed.  You  muU  guai'd  witli  unremitting 
caution  t^gainft  tljc  fi)i}res,  which  hp  and  ail 
\\h  i^ui|>f3rpu3  i^'^iily  are  coaftantly  fijtting  to 
cptyap  );h^  feip^le  lieart.     Tliey  will  fcatter 

arouad 
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around  you  the  fweet  eilbnce  of  flattery,  but 
ii  thiiy  are  adepts  in  their  art,  and  iufpc6t 
you  perceive  thijir  design,  -they  \y\\\  diminiih 
the  quantity,  or  prefent  it  to  you  at  a  more 
propitious  moment.  In  proportion  as  you 
add  the  knowledge  of  yoiirj elf  to  the  know- 
ledge of  othjsrs,  and  become  fenfible  of  the 
defects  of  your  own  character,  and  the  num-^ 
ber  of  your  OAvn  faults,  you  will  fee,  that 
the  mirror  held  up  to  you  by  adulation, 
mves  vou  bv  far  too  favourable  a  view  of 
yourfelf,  and  if  you  once  difcover  that  flat- 
tery is  a  tribute  paid  to  your  vanity,  at  the 
expenfe  of  your  underftanding,  you  will  be 
convinced,  that  it  is  unworthy  of  your  ac^ 
ceptance,  unlefs  you  choofe  to  receive  it  as 
ironical,  or  a  fatire,  and  then  you  ought  to 
let  tlie  giver  know  by  the  mariner  in  which 
you  thank  him,  that  you  perfectly  underftand 
his  meaning,  and  think  him  entitled — not  to 
your  gratitude,  but  your  ridicule  and  youv 
contempt. 


LET- 


LETTER  XI 
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1  A3I  not  at  all  furpriled  to  hear  that  yais 
ate  dleltghted  with  your  new  acquaintaace 
Mjfe  S-  aiiid  your  expreftiaii&  of  regard  for 
kr,  ffow  naturally  from  tlie  warm  and  ingc- 
EBuomis  feelings  of  your  heart.  Allow  mc% 
Iha-wevcr,  to  alk  you  before  you  and  Mifs  S — ^ 
like  Matilda  Pottingen  and  Cecilia  Muck- 
iH^d!dt^  in  the  ludicrous  play  of  The  Hovers^ 
Iweaav  ''^  an  eternal  friendship  ;"  whctlier 
jTTfor  partiality  pi"occeds  only  from  her  gay 
fflBid  Kvely  converfafion^  her  ftylifii  appear- 
ance,    and  tlie  whim  of  the  nK>nieat?    If 

th(?fe 
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fchefc  arc  the  (light  nititerials  of  wliich  your 
eternd  fne^ndlliip  is  c/jiiipofed,  it  can  hardly 
be  expei'ted  to  continue  longer  than  tiie 
falhion  of  a  cap,  or  a  ribbon,  aiid  ferve  for 
^oiir  ainufeuient  for  half  a  dozen  routs  and 
concerts. 

As  your  Letter  to  me  upon  this  fubjaS; 
gives  me  fo  fair  an  opportunity,  I  ihall  make 
a  few  remarks,  whicli  may  ferve  as  a  teft, 
by  which  you  may  try  the  pretenfions  of 
your  new  friend  to  your  efteem  and  affec- 
tion. 

No  attachment  merits  the  exalted  name 
Qi  friendjhlp,  unlefs  it  be  not  only  warm, 
but  fmcere  and  perfectly  difmterefted ;  it 
cannot,  therefore,  exift  without  virtue  for  its 
foundation.  I  leave  you  then  to  determine 
what  pretenfions  the  exceffive  lovers  of  plea- 
fure  or  riches,  the  very  vain,  proud,  capri- 
cious, or  fervile  can  have  to  your  friend- 
ihip  ;  nmch  lefs  perfons  who  are  grofsly  im- 
moral, and  vitious.  All  they  are  capable  oi' 
is  an  acquaintance  fuggefted  by  their  own 
ielfilh  gratification,  or  intercft,  an  acquaint- 

ai)ce 
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ance  fhort-lived  and  tranfient,  becaufe  it  is 
continually  changing  with  the  objects  of  their 
purfuit. 

Of  real  friendfliip  as  I  feel  the  ftrong  and 
delightful  influence,  I  will  endeavour  to  dx3- 
fcribe  the  nature  and  properties.  I  feel  it 
for  my  W'Orthy  ndghbour  and  exemplary 
Paftor  Dr.  Marriot,  combined  with  a  por-^ 
tion  of  veneration.  For  y6u,  my  beloved- 
daughter,  I  feel  it  founded  on  paternal  tcn- 
dernefs  and  love,  and  of  cOurfe  animated', 
with  the  greateft  warmth.  Confidered  in  h^ 
general'  nfelture,  it  is  th6  tife' that  binds  per- 
fons  of  equal  or  nearly  equal  rank  in  life ;  it 
originates  in  congeniality  of  difpofition,  good- 
nefs  of  heart,  and  fmcerity  and  conliftency  of 
character,  and  condu6t.  It  is  confirmed  by 
mutual  acts  of  kindnefs,  and  is  ri  vetted  by 
notliing  fo  clofely  as  by  the  participation  of 
the  fame  misfortunes.  It  baniflies  all  felf- 
ifliiicfs,  for  the  Ibparate  intercfts  of  friends 
ibon  become  identified,  and  unite  in  the 
fame  ftrcam.  Did  not  Diogenes  enter  into 
thefpirit  of  truefriendihip  when  he  ohferved,- 
()  .  on 
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on  borro^vkig  inoncy  of  his  friend,  ^^  that 
he  did  btitJ  arfk  for  luso\Vn."'  If  one  friend 
be  profperoo'^,  it  gives  tlie  other  more  de-- 
light  than  rf  fortune  liad  fmiled  on  hiiYi- 
feif  In  iiiort,  n^iehdHnp  is  neceffary  for 
tiie  comfort  of  every  fitiiation  and  tvdi'f- 
perio'd  of  life  ;  withont  it  jjrofperity  is  J0}«-i' 
lefs  and  iinperfe6^,  ami  advcrfity  is  infis^" 
portable.  It  heiglitens,  I  liad  almoft  fakl' 
eonftitutcs  the  pie  a  fares  of  youth  ;  it  is  th& 
fi}pj)Ort  of  age,  and  fonietinies  proves  its 
only  earthly  confoiation. 

This  you  may  fay  is  a  beautifid  theoi^^';  ^ 
or  pi^lure  of  friendihip,  as  it  cxifted  in  the 
golden  age,  but  are  we  to  expeft  among  the 
AV^eak  and  frail  lYiortals,  who  Imve  lived  linee, 
fueh  friends  as  anfwer  the  defcription?  lam 
neither  io  fully  convinced  of  the  caprice  or 
the  depravity  of  mankind,  nor  fo  inclined 
to  doubt  the  truth  of  liiitory,  as  to  fuppolb 
that  the  accoimt  we  have  of  David  and 
Jonatlian,  Pylades  and  Oreftes,  Damon  and 
Phintias,  Scipio  and  Ladius,  are  fabulous. 
Nor  do  I  think  the  world,  even  in  our  own 

tim^s^ 


320  ON    FRIENDSHIP. 

times,  is  become  fo  degenerate,  that  if  you 
deferve  a  true  friend^  you  may  not  find  one ; 
only  you  muft  make  great  allowances,  as 
your  friend  muft  in  your  cafe,  for  the  foibles 
and  infirmities  incident  to  human  nature. 
And  it  is  of  prime  importance  to  mark  the 
diftili6lion  very  iirongly  between  companions 
Olid  Jrlaids ;  a  diftinction  very  neceflary  to 
be  pointed  out  to  the  young- and  thoughtlefs. 
The  former  may  be  found  in  all  places,  where 
there  is  any  thing  dcferving  the  name  of  fo- 
ciety :  the  latter  are  almoft  as  rare  as  aloes 
in  blollbm,  or  eagles  upon  our  mountains ; 
aiid  you  may  think  yourfelf  happy,  if,  exclu- 
Iwe  of  the  circle  of  your  own  relations,  you 
meet  with  two  or  three  in  the  courfe  of  all 
your  life. 

A  long  feparation  may  weaken,  and  death 
may  interrupt,  but  neither  of  them  can  dif- 
folve  fuch  a  friendlhip  as  that  I  have  de- 
fcribed  to  you.  Such  was  that  I  felt  for 
Captain  Ofborn,  of  my  own  regiment,  M'ith 
w  horn  I  ihared  the  dangers  and  hardiliips  of 
many  a  campaign.     His  temper  was  warm, 

frank, 
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frank,  and  generous ;  his  knowledge  of  the 
vvoiid  exteuiive;  his  manners  elegant;  his 
acGoniplilhinents  various  ;  his  attacliinent  to 
me  proved  by  many  an  initance  of  diiinte- 
refted  exertion.  He  died  at  Gibraltar,  and 
as  there  were  no  relations  to  conduct  the 
mournful  ceremony  of  his  interment,  it  de- 
volved on  me.  Upon  his  grave,  over  which 
the  laurel  and  the  cyprefs  wave  their  united 
branches,  I  Ihed  the  tear  of  undillembled 
forrow ;  but  that  tear  will  never  acquit  me 
of  an  obligation  which  my  heart  tells  me  is 
indiilbluble.  I  am  fenfible  I  have  ftill  a  tri- 
bute to  pay  to  him,  which  is  no  Icfs  my  fo- 
lace  than  my  duty.  I  ought  to  cherifli  his 
memory,  and  proclaim  his  praife ;  and  as  I 
am  convinced,  tliat  no  monument  I  could 
raife  to  his  fame  vvould  be  more  acceptable, 
I  am  determined  to  perfevere  in  that  path  of 
honour  we  trod  together  with  double  delight, 
becaufe  the  one  was  confident  that  it  was  ap- 
proved by  the  other.  VV' hether  in  the  fepa- 
rate  ftate  of  the  foul  my  friend  is  fo  far  inte- 
refted  in  the  aliairs  of  this  lower  world  as  to 
VOL,  I.  y  feel 
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feel  any  fatisfaclion  in  this  rny  conduct,  I 
am  ignorant;  but  of  this  I  am  perfuaded^ 
that  it  is  a  great  encouragement  to  virtuous 
attachments  to  think  that  they  are  not  mor- 
tal, like  the  men  who  form  them,  but  will 
flour ifh  to  all  eternity.  With  what  ardour 
do  I  embrace  the  fentiment  of  Tickell,  con- 
veyed in  the  beautiful  invocation  to  his  de- 
parted friend  Addifon ! 

"  O  if  fometimes  thy  fpotlefs  foul  defcend, 
To  me  thy  aid,  thou  guardian  Genius,  lend ! 
When  Rage  mifguidcs  me,  or  when  Fear  alarms, 
"When  Pain  diftrefies,  or  when  Pleafure  charms, 
In  filcnt  whifperings  purer  thoughts  impart. 
And  turn  from  ill  a  frail  and  feeble  heart; 
Lead  through  the  paf  hs  thy  virtue  trod  before, 
•.Till  Blifs  fliall  join,  nor  Death  can  part  us  more." 


You  may  alk,  what  is  the  duty  of  a  friend? 
It  includes  the  performance  of  every  office 
which  Affection  can  dictate,  and  Virtue  ap- 
prove. Judicious  and  temperate  admoni- 
tion form.s  one  of  its  important   exercifes. 

Your 
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Your  friend  will  feel  peculiar  pain  whenllie 
oblerves  you  at  any  time  deviating  from  the 
line  of  propriety .:  in  any  fuch  qafe  ilie  \viU 
not  be  iniiuenceU  by  any  falfe  delicacy  to 
preferyc  an  unbecoming  .fileri*:e,  nor. will  Ihe 
affume  the  malk  of  a, flatterer,  ^i\d  applaud 
you  againit  the  conviction  of  her  judgment  j 
no,  file  will  rather  take  the  firft  favourable 
opportunity  of  giving  her  candid  opinion, 
and  will  remonitrate  with  you  in  the  moli 
delicate  manner;  but  then  llie  will  neither 
hurt  your  feelings  by  her  feverity,  nor  offend 
your  pride  by  an  affeCiation  of  fuperior  fenfe, 
or  fuperior  dignity;  Ihe  will  endeavour  to 
convince  you,  that  her  remonitrances  flovy 
from  difmterefted  kindnefs,  and  having  no 
reafon  to  doubt  her  fmcerity,  you  ought  im- 
plicitly to  believe  her. 

Give  her  the  clearcft  proofs  of  your  con- 
fidence; conceal  no  foible,  palliate  no  im- 
propriety. Receive  from  her  with  gratitude 
the  kind  reproof  that  fio^vs  from  tendernefs 
and  a  defire  for  your  happinefs,     Confefs 

vour 
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your  faults  to  her  ^vith  all  candor,  and  cor- 
rect them  at  her  inltigation  ^a  itli  all  diligence; 
fo  lliall  you  be  more  Avorthy  of  your  own  ap- 
probation, and  of  her  love. 

But  flie  will  not  only  ihow  her  zealous 
attachment  by  words ;  her  aRions  w  ill  con- 
vince you  that  flic  defervcs  to  be  confidcred 
as  another  felf :  llie  will  rejoice  in  your  pro- 
fperity,  and  do  every  thing  in  her  power  to 
promote  it ;  and  fliould  any  affiicling  event 
happen,  ihe  will  divide  the  burden  of  your 
forrows.  The  lonely  fuffcrcr  feels  the  fmart 
of  pain,  or  the  load  of  misfortune,  almoft  in- 
fiipportable ;  but  when  her  hiend  appears, 
ilie  is  inflantly  relieved ;  her  mind  becomes 
tranquillized,  and  the  fmilcs  of  pleafure  foon 
fuccced  to  the  tears  of  affliction.  Thus  the 
fun  darts  his  rays  through  the  ftormy  clouds, 
and  the  profpecl  of  nature  brightens  with 
greater  luftre,  from  the  contraft  with  its  recent 
gloominefs. 

There  arc  pcrfons  who  thiiik  that  women 

are  not  fo  capable  of  firm  and  lafting  friend- 

fhip  for  each  other  as  men ;    and  for  that 

1  reafon 
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reafon  the  eminent  examples  of  friendfliip 
recorded  in  hiftory  relate  folely  to  our  fex. 
For  my  part,  I  muft  do  them  the  juftice 
to  fay,  that  I  kno^v  many  inftances  of  their 
attachment,  which  intitle  them  to  iliare  the 
praife  of  friendihip  with  the  "  Lords  of  the 
Creation."  Perhaps  they  are  unfortunate, 
as  the  lion  in  the  fable  well  obferved  with 
refpecl  to  the  victories  obtained  by  liis  own 
fpecies  over  men,  in  having  no  hiftorians  of 
their  own  fex.  But  if  it  be  true  that  we  do 
really  excel  in  this  refpe6l,  let  the  ladies  of 
the  prefentday  emulate  the  example  we  have 
fet  them,  and  as  far  as  is  in  their  power  ef- 
face the  imputation  of  ficklenefs  caft  upon 
their  fex.  The  friendlhip  of  amiable  females 
for  each  other,  exclufive  of  various  other  ad- 
vantages, cannot  fail  to  increafe  the  motives 
for  our  love  of  them ;  for  love,  however  fu- 
perior  in  ardor  to  friendihip,  poflefles  in 
common  with  it  the  lame  principles  of  dil- 
intereftednefs,  conftancy,  and  fmcerity,  to 
render  its  nature  perfect. 

To 
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•  To  return  to  the  fubjecb  which  fuggefted 
thefe  obfervations. — As  I  well  know  that  to 
pour  the  warm  effufions  of  the  heart  into  the 
bolbm  of  a  friend  is  at  all  periods  of  life, 
and  particularly  at  your's,  to  be  ranked 
amongft  our  moft  exquifite  pleafures,  far  be 
it  from  me  to  check  the  current  of  your  joys 
by  oppoling  to  it  any  unnecefl'aiy  obftacle. 
All  I  wiili  is  to  dire6l  that  current  to  a  right 
channel.  All  I  wiih  is  to  guard  you— againit 
the  forwardnefs  and  infuiuations  of  any  who 
may  wifli  to  intrude  into  your  heart ; — agahift 
ever  tafting  the  bitter  fruits  of  mifapplied  con- 
fidencCj  and  adding  one  to  the  lift  of  thofe 
who  complain  of  the  ingratitude,  perfidy, 
and  treachery  of  mankind. 

If  then  you  have  reafon  to  concluxle  from 
your  own  attentive  obfervation,  and  the  beft 
information  you  can  obtain,  that  Mifs  S.  is 
good-natured,  virtuous,  modeft,  and  difcrect, 
and  has  fenfe  and  fenlibility  enough  to  love 
.you  unfeignedly;  Qncpurage  her  advances  to 
your  confidence,  npurifti.  the  young  plant  of 

your 
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your  frieiidlliip,  and  may  it  produce  the 
moft  abundant  fruits  and  flowers  of  fympa- 
thv  and  mutual  confidence  throuo;hout  the 
whole  courfe  of  your  lives;  may  it  be  fof- 
tered  by  the  funihine  of  your  fmiles,  and 
«ever  watered  by  the  tears  of  your  regret ! 
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